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By a FRIEND. 
HE following ſermons were lent to the prefacer” 
by the Rev. Mr Michael Boſton, the author's 
grandſon. The peruſal of them in the original ma- 
nuſcript gave him ſo much pleaſure, and they appear- 
ed to be fo applicable to the caſe of the preſent time, 
that he could not refiſt an inclination to tranſcribe 
them, and give them to the publiſher. They are 
tranſcribed without any additions or alterations what - 
ever, except what are merely verbal: fo that the diſ- 
courſes are the genuine compoſition of the worthy 
author, whoſe praiſe is in all the churches. | 
The reader will ſee from the titles and dates of the 
ſeveral ſermons, that they were preached at different 
times, and on various occaſions, particularly on days 
of ſolemn faſting. :- on which it is rational to think, 
that ſo holy and judicious a miniſter, ſo accurate an 
obſerver of the times, one whoſe heart glowed with 
zeal for the glory of God, the purity and peace of _ 
the church, and the advantage of his country, would 
freely declare his opinion as to the ſtate of public 
matters, and the evidences of the divine diſpleaſure 
with the generation 5 | 
In the firſt ſermon the author has in view the in- 
jury he ſuppoſed was done to goſpel . truth by the 
acts of aſſembly 1720 and 1722, in condemning a 
book, entitled, The Marrow of. modern Divinity, 
wherein the two following propoſitions were ſtigma- 
tized as erroneous, biz. Far as the law is the co- 
venant of works, believers are wholly and altogether 
et free from it; and, That believers are ſet free 
both from the commanding and condemning power of 
he covenant of works; and by a former aſſembly's 
condemning as unſound and moſt deteſtable another 
propoſition, That it is not ſound and orthodox to teach, 
hat we muſt forſake ſin in order to our coming to 
Griſt. Our author has illuſtrated and vindicated 
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theſe three propoſitions in his notes on the Marrow, 
and more largely in that excellent work of his juſt 
now-publiſhed, entitled, 4 View of the Covenant of 
Works from the ſacred Records. It is a pity that this 
book was not publiſhed along with bis View of the 
Covenant of Grace, as they are both on the ſame 
plan, they mutually illuſtrate each other, and the 
latter is a continuation of the former. Its emerging 
now out of its long obſcurity, may be confidered as 
a great mercy to the generation, and a ſeaſonable 
and valuable acquiſition to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, 
It may be very ſafely ſaid, that theſe two books are 
by far the moſt elaborate, wudicious, and evangeli- 
cal treatiſes on theſe ſubjects that have hitherto ap- 
peared in the Chriſtian church. So that, in reſpect 
of them and his other excellent wiitings, we may 
ſay of our author, as did the late Mr Ralph Erſkine, 


His golden pen to future times will bear 
Alis fame, till in the clouds bis Lord appear. 


Since the time of paſſing the above-mentioned acts, 
ſo injurious to ſome precious goſpel-truths,- a flood 
of Pelagian, Arminian, Sociman, and Arian erron 
has overſpread the land, and errors everſive of the 
fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, are publicly 
taught from ſome pulpits, nay publiſhed to the world, 
without check: or control. And if the foundations be 
deſtroyed, what fball the righteaus do? . 
Our author has ſpoke pretty fully of the abounding 
ſin and impiety of the age; which, alas, has. fearfullſ 
increaſed ſince his time, particularly horrid and pro- 
fane ſwearing, perjury, fornication, adultery, rob- 
bery, and murder; ſo that becauſe of theſe things tht 
land mourneth. And if we add thereto our faſhion- 
able and polite diverſions, ſuch as theatrical enter- 
tainments, balls, &c. together with contempt ef the 
goſpel, profanation of the Lord's day, luxury, pride; 
corruption, and abuſe of mercies, which the Lord 
has viſibly puniſhed, for ſeveral years paſt, by -unfa- 
vourable ſeaſons and dearth of the neceſſaries of 1ilt, 
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we e dur account with eue heavy judgements 


being inflited upon us. 
There are fome particulars mentioned by-our au- 
thor, as grounds: of the Lord's controverſy with the 


land, which ſome of our modern clergy will not be 


Glpoſed to view in the ſame light. But the friends 
of truth will ſurely think, that the opinion of the 
GREAT: Mx bos rox is more to be regarded than 
that of moral haranguers, or the whole tribe of our 
hiſtorian, philoſophical, poetical, and tragedian di- 


vines, who ſeem. to be far from reliſhing the pure 


truths of the goſpel, and doctrines of the reformation, 

The following ſermons may therefore be conſider- 
ed as tHe teſtimony - of a faithful miniſter, ho has 
long ago entered into his Maſter's joy, againſt the 
orerſpreading errors, wickedneſs, and abominations 


of the day, and as pointing out the duty of ſaints and 


ſinners in ſuch perilous times. 


As one ot two of the ſermons are but Word, 1 ? 


may be apt to think that they are not ſo full as they 
were delivered. It appears that Mr Boſton wag not a 
verboſe, but eonciſe preacher ; and his intimate friends 


and contemporaries affert, that he generally wrote his 


ſermons as.full as he delivered them. 
It ſnall only be further added, that if the author's 


excellent book, juſt publiſhed, entitled, 4 Fiew of 


the Covenant of Works from the ſacred Records, ſhall 
meet with due encouragement, as the importance and 
utility of the ſubject give ground ts think it will, 
the prefacer is authoriſed to ſay, that the Rev. Mr 
Boſton, the author's grandſon, who is poſſeſſed of all 
his manuſcripts, will be induced to -publiſh ſome 


other excellent treatiſes and ſermons of our author, 


which are very elaborate and exaCt, on m7 ag of the 
laſt importance to the ſouls of men. And it is ho- 


ped, that his great work on the Shorter Catechiſm, 
which is now tranſcribing for the preſs, will meet 
with ample encouragement, eſpecially as bis former 
works have met with a kind receptions and had a fa- 
pid ſale. | 


„ April 28. 1772. 
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Wherein the parties in that - covenant, the reality of 
it, its parts conditionary, premiſſory, and minato- 
ty, our father Adam's Are of it, the imputa- 
tion of that breach to his poſterity, and the ſtate 
of man under that broken covenant, and under the 


_ eurſe thereof, are diſtinctly conſideret. 


To which are annexed, by way of ſupplement, 


Several ſermons on. the method of recovery from the 
ruins of the fall by Jeſus Chriſt, and the difference 
between the covenant of works and the covenant 

ol grace, e WW, 

By the late Reverend and Learned | | 
Ma THOMAS BOSTON, 
| Miniſter of the Goſpel at Ettrick, 
. = Author of the Fourfold State, A. View of the. 
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| Redeeming the time, becauſe 120 1 are - evil. 


N the preceding verſe, the apoſtle exhorts . "5 
] pheſians to walk circumſpectly, that is, accu- 

rately, exactly, and preciſely, endeavouring in 
he moſt minute things in their walk to be regular 
and holy; ſhewing withal, that true wiſdom requires 
ſuch exactneſs of life. Our text points out one thing 
wherein their ſpiritual wiſdom ſhould. eſpecially ap- 
pear, viz. Redeeming the time, becauſe the dayy « are 
evil, In which words we have, 


prefſion is metaphorical, taken from merchants who 
wait the market, improve the ſeaſon of making gain; 
and if at any time they have loſt by their negligence, 
they beſtir themſelves to catch the ſeaſon again when it 


offers. Thus ſhould we do with the time, or ſeaſon of 


| grace and good works, the ſeaſon for doin getting 
+ good. That time is often miſpent, che 3 is flipt ; 


and we muſt endeavour. to buy it back. again, by 

doubling our diligence in the preſent time, as the. 

Anke who has gone too flow Moy | the day, lax. 
4 'A bours 


Lord's day immediately following the 2. of _ 
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1. A duty enjoined, redeeming the time. The ex- 


K "Wo Duty of redeeming the Time, 


bours to redeem the time by mending his pace, when 
it grows towards eveni | 
2. The reaſon of the duty, becauſe the 251 are 
evil. Not that any days are in themſelves evil. or un- 
lucky, more than others; but that they were days 
wherein much evil fell out and was to fall out- The 
days the apoſtle ſpeaks of were evil, in reſpect of the 
great gvils going on in them among men, which put 
profelibrs in hazard of ſinning or ſuffering. They 
were enſnaring days, both in reſpect of principles and 
practices; falſe doctrine” was, vented by many, the 
reſurrection was denied, juſtification by faith alone 
oppoſed, and the purity of the goſpel overthrown by 
many : ſcandalous practices were introduced; and 
gerſecution was raiſed in ſeveral places, and was on 
the growing hand. 
. The. ſcope and meaning of the words may. be ſum- 
med up in the following doctrinal note, viz. 


Doc r. When mens lat falls in evil toys, the evil 
of theſe days calls aloud to them to redeem time, and 
double their diligence. 

For the illuſtration of this a6Qrine; I ſhall thew 

I. What it is to redeem time. | 

II. Why the evil of the days Shade mens lot 1 

caſt ſhould move them to redeem time. 

III. Laftly, Apply the ſubject in an uſe of Exhot: 

tation and of report. 
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I. The firſt thing debpesd is, to ſhew b it is tar 
redeem time. It im 

1. A conviction of mifpending of time, had! muſ- 
improving ſeaſons of grace. Thoſe will never ſr, 
themſelves to redeem time, who are not duly convinW.n 
ced of their ſquandering it 8 ſelling it off, andy, 
not enriching themſelves with the price. We hart 
feen better days than now they are; d days dL 
the Son of man have been in Scotland, in pur: 


iy, plenty, and peace. But may not wwe * 
ac 
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en pack to the improvement made of them, Gl un with 
convictions of miſimprovement? And, . 
.) How many are there, who to mis. day are out 


of Chriſt, and have no ſaving intereſt in the covenant 


or grace, but are alien, from. the commonwealth of M- 
ving no hope, and without Cad in the world? Eph. ito 


wy 575 ſouls, have as yet bought none of Chriſt's wares, 
no por as long as they have ſtood in the market-place.  - 


the (2.) What have e done for God, and what hare 


e vou done for eternity, in the time which ye have had? 
> God's glory is the end of yo 0 ur creation ; the work he 
has put in your hand to fill up your time with, is to 


Phil. ii. 12. Ye were not ſet down in the world, as 
mei che leviathan in the ſea, to play yourſelves ; but to 
honour God, and ſee to your eternal ſalvation. Now 
much of that time is over. Ye have done much to 
advance your - worldly intereſt, to ſatisfy your luſts, 
to diſhonour God, and to ruin your on ſouls; but 
what have ye done for God's glory and your 2 
falvation ? 

3. Who of us all tots done for God, whats we 
might have done, and what we have had opportuni- 
ty to have done? Have we not ſlipt 


precious 
her · Noccaſions that might have been r A. the ho- 
Wunour of God? Has not a vain world often cheated us, 


and fpiritual flothfulneſs caſt us into a deep ſleep, 

is to and an inactive frame and diſpoſition, while fair — 

. occaſions have flipt through our fingers? 
(4-) Has any of us got that vi over our cor 


and life, as are anſwerable to the time that we have had 
under the means of ? Have we grown up in 


Lord's vineyard ? 

(5.) Are ye provided for a time of trial, and fornith- 

Ora wilderneſs-journey? I 0 ſurelyĩt "OY 
A 2 or 


ee 


rael, and firangers from the ccuenants of promiſe, ba- 


If the market of free grace were cloſed, they, 


work out your own- ſalvation with; fear and trembling, 


ruptions, or made ſuch advances in holineſs of heart 


grace, anſwerable to the years of ouriſtanding in the | 7 


world. Thus we find the ſpouſe ſetting herſelf to re 
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4 The Duty of redeeming the Time, 


for want of warning, nor want of time and opportu- 


We know not how ſoon we are: to paſs off into an- 


to redeem their time; for there is no getting fleeping 


* 


nity; but by miſpending of time. A day of common 
calamity ſeems to be making haſte upon us; but are 
our chambers of protection provided by us to enter 
into? A darkneſs, a miſt is ariſen in the way to 
Zion; are you fo acquainted with the way in the clear 
day, as to be eapable to know the road even in a miſt? 

(6.) Laſtly, Are your evidences for heaven clear? 


other world; but, alas! it is to be feared, that many 
have no evidences at all for a better world; and that 
ſuch as have, theirs are very dark. 'Thefe things may 
ſuffice to convince of miſpending of time; the re- 
deeming of which imports a conviction of. 

2. To redeem time, imports activity and applica: 
tion to our great work which we have to do in the 
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deem time, Cant. iii. r. 2. By night on my. bed 
fought him whom my. ſoul loveth: I fought him, but 
Found him not. I will riſe now, and go about the city 
in the ſtreets, and in the broad ways I will feek hm 
whom my ſoul laveth. We mult at length beſtir our: 
ſelves, ſhake off floth, be denied to our carnal eaſe, 
and ply our work in good earneſt. Merchants who 
through their own ſlothfulneſs have miſſed their mar: 
ket at a time, will do fo that they may get their lols 
made up; and Chriſtians muſt do ſo too, who mind 


to heaven. * | 
23. It imports catching of ſeaſons that offer them- 
ſelves again for procuring or increaſing our ſpiritual 
ftock. We mult be ſaber, and watch unte prayer, 
1 Pet, iv. 9. We. muſt do as Benhadad's ſervant 


did, 1 Kings xx. 33. Now the men did diligently ol. 


ſerve whether any thing would come from him, ani w 
did haſtily catch it. As men who being to go a long tþ 
voyage, but have ſlept while wind and tide ſerved hi 
and ſo miſſed the occafion of ſetting off, will watch g 
the firſt opportunity thereafter, and lay hold 1 
* | whet 


”  -* Tluftrated and enforced,” 


when it comes. Many 4 fair occaſion” for Imma · 


nuel's land has been neglefbed; O that a-length we 


were wiſe to let no more flip! 


* 


4. Laſtly, It imports improving the 2 time 


diligently, as men who have a great loſs to make 


Thus did the ſpouſe, Cant. iii. 4. It was but 


afl that I paſſed from them, but 1 found him whom | 
my ſoul loveth: I held him, and would nos lei him ge, 


until I had brought him into my mother's houſe,” and in- 
to the chamber of her that conceived me. There is 
no other way of redecming paſt time, but by better 


improving the preſent. time while it is among our 


hands. We ſhould then be more frequent and more 
fervent in ſpiritual: exerciſes, carefully laying, out 


ourſelves, that the time remaining may be filled. up 


to the beſt advantage. Time is ren let us not 
be laviſh: af it any more. 


II. The ſecond head of di frourſe.i is to hews 1 


the evil of the days wherein mens lot is "OH ſhould 


move them to redeem time. 

1. Becauſe it is the miſpending of time 5 mif< 
improving the ſeaſons of grace, that brings ſuch evit 
days on a church or people called by the name of 
Chriſt. That is the fixed rule of God's diſpenſations- 
towards his church, 2 Chron. xv. 2. The Lord it with 
you, while ye be with him, and if ye ſeeh him, he 
will be faund of you but if ye forſake him, he will 
forjake you. Miſimproving of ſeaſons of grace · makes. 
ſinning times, and finning times make enſnaring 
and ſuffering times. And what is the teaſon of all. 


the evils of our day, but unfruitfulneſs under the glo- 


rious goſpel? The light has been abuſed;, and dark- 


neſs therefore eomes on: we have long bad light 


without heat and warmth of affection, and therefore 


the light itſelf is on the declining hand. And it is 


bighly reaſonable, that ſmarting under miſpending 
of time we be ſtirred· up to redeem it. 


2. Becauſe ſuch days threaten the removal of oppo 
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6 The Duty of redeeming the Time, 
tunities of doing and getting good as formerly, Ezct; 
xi. 2. Thou knoweft not what evil ſhall be upon the 
earth. The days of Noah and Lot were evil days; 
and they redeemed time, the one by preparing an 
ark timely, the other by a timely eſcape out of So- 
dom: and had they not done ſo, the one had been 
carried away with the deluge, and the other had 


periſhed in the flames of Sodom. They that will | 


not do when' they __ may come to ſee the time 
when they ſhall not have opportunity when they 
would. When men have no uſe for God's candle 
ſet up among them to let them ſee to work, he will 
readily take it away, or at leaſt it ſhall burn very 
dim. Redeem time; for God is plainly faying to 
you, Who among you will give ear to this * who will 
hearken, and hear for the time to come? If. xlii. 23. 
3. Becauſe ſuch days are dangerous and enſnariug 


days, and therefore people have the more need to be 


on their guard: And if they do not ſet themſelves 
to row againſt the ſtream of the day, they will be 
fair to be carried down the ſtream with others 
Therefore our Lord ſays, Becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, 
the love of: many ſhall wax cold, Matth. xxiv. 12. 
When a land or country is infected with the plague, 


every one ſees himſelf obliged to take more than or- 


dinary care about himſelf, leſt the ſpreading conta- 
gion catch hold of him: now, ſpiritual infection in 
principles and practices are viſibly ſpreading at this 
day; and we are like men in a throng, if we do not 
| forcibly preſs forward, we cannot mils to be carried 
off our feet, and carried backward by the croud, 
The cauſe of truth and hohneſs is ſo fully on the 
field againſt a declining generation, that no man cat 
ſtand neutral, but he muſt Joſe ground to the enemy. 
4. Becauſe God is much diſhonoured im ſuch days; 
and that ſhould touch our hearts very nearly. This 
was David's practice, Pſal. cxix. 136. Rivers of wa 
ters run down mine eyes; becauſe they Tb not th 
Jaw. It is very natural for the children of we 
Ko i 4 | « = » Th When 
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hen 


þ given 10 idolatry, Add xvii. 16. Remarkable is the 
ſtory of the dumb ſon of Creeſus king of Lydia, who, 


ſeeing a ſoldier, when his father's capital city, Sardis, -- 
taken by Cyrus the Perſian, ready to give the 
king, whom he did not know, a ſtroke upon the head 
with his ſcimitar, made ſuch a violent effort and 
ſtruggle, out of fear and tenderneſs for the life of his. 


father, that he broke the ſtrings of his tongue, and 


cried out, Soldier, ſpare the life of Crefſus. The fur- 
ther others go from him, they will endeavour to 


draw the nearer to him. At ſuch a time there is a 


ſpecial call from Heaven, faying, Who is om my fe ? f 


And when the honour of God ſo lies at ſtakg, in the 


eonfpiracy of a generation againſt it, it is ſad for 


men to be aſleep; nay, it is high time to awake. 
5. Becauſe as redeeming of time is always ſeaſon- 
able, ſo it is in a ſpecial manner ſeaſonable when the 


days are evil. There is a peculiar beauty in it to be 


beſt when others are worſt, to be awake when the 
virgins round about are ſlumbering and ſleeping. God 
takes ſpecial notice of ſuch; as in the caſe of Noah, 


of whom it is ſaid, Gen. vi. 9g. Noah was a jut 
man, and perfect in his generations, an: Noah wat. 
ed with God; and alſo in the caſe of Lot, of whom 
the apoſtle Peter fays, 2 epiſt. ii. 7. 8. God deliver- _ 


ed juſt Lot, vexed. with the. filthy conver/ation of the 
wicked : for that righteous man dwelling among them, 
in Jong and hearing, vexed his righteous foul from 


day to day, with their unlawful deeds. Redeem time 
in theſe evil days, fo ſhall ye outſhoot Satan in his 


own bow, and turn the cannon upon bim, who en- 


deavours to carry you away with the ſtream. To 
take occaſion: from good to do evil is deviliſn, but to 


take occafion from evil to do good is divine. 
6. Becauſe mens own intereſt lies in it. They 
that are awake in a way of duty while Cy" | 
** 2 $5 9 { 


they ſee their Father remarkably diſhonoured} = 
that their hearts ſtir within them, as was the caſe of 
Paul, when he was at Athens, and /aw the city-whol- 
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mall reſt in a way of privilege when the peace of o- 
thers ſhall be broken, Hab. iii. 16.—-Itrembled in my- 
fel, that I might reſt in the day of trauble. To ſtand 
at a diſtance from ſinful courſes, in a ſinning time, 
is the way to ſafety and comfort in a ſuffering time. 
Hence is that commiſſion from the Lord in favour. of 
his people, Ezek. ix. 4. Go through the midft of the 
city, through the midft of Feruſalem, and ſet a mark 
upon the foreheads. of the men that ſigh, and that cry 
for all the abominations that be done in the midſt there- 
of... It is pleaſing to the fleſh to go with the multi- 
tude, in a time of God's patience with a ſinful gene- 
ration: but when the Lord comes to plead his contro- 
verſy with the generation, there will be a dreadful 
reckoning, and they will then come off with loſs. 
But th haft a few names even in Sardis, which have 
not defiled their garments ; and they ſoall walk with, 
me in white :: far they ane worthy, Rev. iii. 4. 
7. Laſtly, This is a rational way of acting, and ſo 
do wiſe men in their temporal affairs. If a harveſt- 
day be cloudy or windy, do not men the more vigo- 
rouſly handle their ſickles? If a dearth be feared, are 
not men the more careful to provide for themſelves? 
Even the very ants are buſy in harveſt, while the win- 
ter 18. approaching. But, alas! the children of this 
world are wiſer in their generation than the children 
of light; and the fluggard needs to be ſee to ſchool Wl | 
to learn of the ants. \ f t 
2 t 
1 


I come now to the application of this Johne 
which is the principal thing I had in view. And 

Usk I. ſhall be of exhortation. O let us be ſtirred i 
up to redeem time, becauſe our days are evil. Alas! Ml < 
our days are evil days with a witneſs, and they are M , 
ftill growing worfe and worſe; and the progreſs in Ml +, 
the way of evil is ſo fwift, that we ſeem to be very 1 
near arrived at that pitch, at which the Lord's anger 
may be expected to break forth into a flame. Our Wl 1 
days are evil days in ſeveral reſpects; in reſpect of Ml x. 
corruption of doctrine and principles of Tenrgion in 
| reſpec 
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impending judgments ;—and in reſpe& of the 'guils 
of former times yet unpurged away. 2 


— 


Firſt, Our days are evil days in reſpect of corrup- 85 
tion of doctrine and prineiples of religion. The tares 
are ſown and grow apace in the Lord's field. Papiſts 


are ſpreading their poiſon, and Prelatiſts theirs, with- 


out due check or control. A ſpitit of apoſtaſy from ; 


the faith once delivered to the ſaints, appears eminent- 


ly in theſe our unhappy days, wherein the very founda- 


tions of religion are ſtruck: at, and the myſteries of it 


called to an account before the bar of corrupted reafon, - . 


and meaſured with the crooked reed of man's natural 
light. And at this day is that fulfilled amongſt us in 
this church, which the apoſtle addreſſed to the elders 


of the church of Epheſus, 4l/o of your awn felves h ü 


men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe thingi,' to draw away 


diſciples after them, Acts xx. 30. The ſpring of io 


ſpel · doctrine, which ſometime ran clear, is now 
turbed, truth is fallen in our ſtreets, and equity cannot 
enter, and Zion's wounds are multiphied m the houſe 
of her friends. The days are evil on this account: for, 


1. It is very diſhonourable to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the purchaſe of whoſe blood goſpel-truths are; for of 


them we ſhould never have heard, had not he given 
himſelf to the death for loſt ſinners. And the more 
they are obſcured and vailed, the more is the Media- 
tor's glory eclipſed; which may be matter of mouru- 
ing to thoſe who love his name. ä 


2. It is an evidence that the favour of the glorĩous 


goſpel is much loſt, and that the glorious truths there- 


of, on which exerciſed ſouls have often ſweetly fed; 


are much dArelifhed. And ſo it ſpeaks ſoul-exercife 


to be very rare, and the experience of the power of 


truth on mens fpirits to be fallen very low. 


3. It is a-fore-token of the work of coriverfion, © 


which has long been very rare, its being yet more 


rare. The goſpel is the great mean of converſion. of 


ſinners 


x 


Huftrated and nforce. 


reſpeCt of abounding fin ;—in reſpect of the hiding of 
the Lord's face ;—in reſpect of threatened rath and 


U 
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Gnners unto God, Gal. iii. 2. and therefore Saran 
ſtrives with all his might to pervert it, and fo to make 
ut * more unfit for reaching of its end. 


It is a fad prognoſtic of the further woful Jecay 


of vraftical godlineſs. The doctrine which is of God 


is according to godiineſs, Tit. i. 1.3 and that which 


bath not a tendency to promote real godlineſs, is not 
a doctrine from God. The law in its due place lead- 
ing finners to Chriſt, and leading them as a rule of 
life in Chriſt, tends to this end: but when it is put 
- out of its due place, it is perverted, and will never 
produce more like holineſs, but a carcaſe of N 
performances unacceptable to God, ip, ſome; and 
more licentiouſneſs and untenderneſs in others, ag 
may be obſerved in the lives of thoſe who ſo handle 
the law as to confound it with the goſpel, John vii. 


19. Did not Moſes give you the laws and yet none of | 


you keepeth the law ? 
5. There 3s a bias in the corrupt nature of man in 
a very eminent meaſure, whereby people are ready to 
entertain corrupt principles; and ſo they are ready to 
be ſubverted by them. For there is' not an error 
vented in the world, but it has ſome one luſt or other 
akin to it in the hearts of men. And | there is a pe- 
cular bias to legaliſm, which 1 1s the N and 
inare of our day. 
6. Human learning is highly advanced in our Sep 
and the power of godlineſs is under a great decay, 
And none are ſo capable to do a miſchief to religion 
as thoſe learned men, who are ſtrangers to the powet 
of godlineſs. This is it by which religion comes to 
be moulded in a ſuitable to carnal reaſon, and 10 
is perverted. _ 

7. It is a great ſign of the Lord's anger againſt a ſin . 
ful generation, for heir not receiving the truth in love. 
Hence ſays the apoſtle, 2 Theſſ. ii. 10. t1:-—#ith al 
deceivableneſs of unrigbteouſneſi, in them that periſh; 
becauſe they received not the love Mtbe truth, that 
they _— be ſaved. And for this Cad ſhall *. 
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end 


calls aloud to the practice of the Bereans, who were 
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them firong deluſion, that they ſbould believe a fie. : 

This calls aſoud to you to redeem the time; and,, 
V, To labour to get the knowledge of the truh, 

to know what we believe, and to underſtand theprin« - 

ciples of the religion which we profeſsz and for this 

cauſe to improve the means of knowledge. I a 

rance is dangerous at all times, eſpecially in ſuch evil 

days” 3 5 FFP 

adh; To ſtudy to know why you believe, and to 

underſtand the reaſons of your principles. Hence 

the apoſtle Peter exhorts, Be ready ahways to give an 

anſwer to every man that aſtetij pou u reafon of the 

hope that is in you, with merknefs and fear, 1 Pet. iii. 

15. Many have been too eaſily fatisfied with the prin» 

ciples which they have learned, without inquiring © 

into the ſeripture- grounds of them: but ſurely this 


more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonita, in that they res 
ceived the word with all readineſs of mind; and fearchs 
ed the ſcriptures daily, whether thoſe things were fo, 
A I 7: 6h ut e | 

3dly, Labour to be experimental Chriſtians, toi feel 
the power of truth in your own ſouls; to know Chrift, 
and the power of . his reſurrection, and the Fellows 
vip of his ſufferings, being made conformable to his 
heath, Phil. iii- 10. Raw unfelt notions in the head 
are eaſily parted with in a day of trial ; but experience 
of the power of truth rivets it in the heart: which is 
the true reaſon why many ſimple men and women 
hold faſt the wink when learned divines let it go; 
for all the human learning in the world will not give 
men ſuch a hold of the truth as Chriſtian experience 
will give. Theſe duties the caſe of our day calls for 
it all hands. IS r 

But for your further direction, as to what is your. 
duty at this day, when the harmony in the ſong of the 
ratchmen is marred, and ſome are deſtroying what =' 
thers build up, and a ſpitit of error is undoubtedly 
zone forth, I would ſay, ee URS ar SE}. 

(1.) Be- 
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..) Be not ye unconcerned with the public ſtate of 
affairs in that point. For the honour of God, and the 
cauſe of truth, lie at ſtake: and there is a wo de- 
nounced againſt ſuch careleſs ones, Amos vi. 1. We 
te them that are at eaſe in Zion. Some, if they get 


their own r affairs right, they are little con- 


cerned to know what way it goes with the church and 


intereſt of Chriſt; they think it none of their buſi - 


neſs, Phil. ii. 21. For all ſeek their own, not the 
things which are Jeſus Chriſt's. Some, from a pro- 
fane and wicked principle of looſeneſs, look on the 
confuſions of the day with ſatisfaction, ſaying in their 
hearts, Aha, ſo would we have it, like the children 
of Edom, who ſaid in the day of Jeruſalem's diſtreſs, 
Raſe it, raſe it, even to the foundation thereof, Pſal. 


cxxxvii. 7. Others ſhew concern about them; but 


the great thing with them is, thereby to gratify theit 
curioſity, or ſome particular humour of theirs; but 
their hearts are not affected with them as kindly chil- 
dren of Zion. e | 

But I would adviſe you to a cordial concern, in 
your moſt ſecret retirements before the Lord, in theſe 


matters. Take to heart the diſhonour done to God 


thereby, the wounds given to truth, the ſtroke reach - 
ed to true religion, and the danger to the ſouls of 


men. Shew ſuch ſympathy with God's intereſts, as 


you may be capable to ſay before the Lord, The zeal 
of thine houſe hath eaten me up; and the repreaches o 


them that reproached thee, are fallen upon me, Plal 


Ixix. 9. FI forget thee, O Feruſalem, let my right 


hand forget her cunning. 1f I do not remember t hes 


let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if 
T prefer not Jerujalem above my chief joy, Pal. 


exxxvii. 5. 6. Mourn over theſe things in ſecret, as 


the ſelect few in Jeruſalem did, Ezek. ix. 4. fore- 
cited. Wreſtle with God in prayer for his, appear. 
ance, for his return to the land, to ordinances, and 
to the ſpirits of his miniſters and people. Hear what 
the Lord ſays, I have ſet watchmen upon e 


WW, = e wo 


2 — 


illigtrated and enforced. | 13 | 


) Jeruſalem, which ſball never hold their. peace day 
nor night : ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not 
lence; and give him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh, and till 
he make Jeruſalem à praiſe in the earth, If. Ixii. 
6 Who 


40 Let your hearts be impreſſed with awful 
thoughts of the anger of God againſt the generation, 
appearing in that matter, Hab. iii. 16. It is an aw- 
ful thought, that Zion · builders are now turned like 
Babel-builders, through the anger of God, that they 
cannot underſtand one another. It was a ſad ſign to 
Jeruſalem, when coals of fire were taken from be- 
tween the cherubims, and ſcattered over the city, 
Ezek. x. 2. And when the angel took fire off the Kh 
tar, and caſtit on the earth, Rev. viii. 5. fearful con- 
fuſions enſued. "Theſe coals of fire are ſcattered a- 
mongſt us, and the proſpect of the iſſue may cauſe a 
ut ſerious obſerver to 3 VC 
il (3.) Be duly affected with the hazafd of your own 

buls in ſuch a time. There is danger on every hand, 
in when the anger of the Lord ſeems. to be àgainſt the 
eſe whole multitude. of us. Let no man adventure: to 
od lodge the cauſes of wrath in one party. Some may 
-h- be deeper than others in the ſinful courſe; but all 
of Whave a deep hand in the provocation. Hear what the 

Lord ſays to Iſrael, Ezek. vii. 1 2. 13. 14. The time 
cal W's come, the day draweth near: let not the buyer re- 
Joie, nor the ſeller mourn : for wrath is upon ai the 


ſal; ﬀmiltitude thereof, For the ſeller ſhall not return to that 


gt Hie is fold, although they were yet alive: for the 
g r 5 | 

het, vin is touching the whole multitude thereof, which 
ail not return : neither ſhall any flrengthen himſelf 
Col In the iniquity of his life.. They have blown the trum- 
„ue, even to make all ready, but none goeth to the 
bre-NIattle : for my wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 


- 


There is # danger of ſtraying both to the right and 
and left hand in this time of ch 


e Lord's anger. And if 


chat che Lord do not pity, there may be frightful monu- 
; 7 F ments 
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14 The Duty of redeeming the Time, 
ments of the Lord's anger on both hands, giving up 
men to ſtrong deluſions. "cp met 
(4) Give yourſelves folemnly away to Chriſt, tof 
be by him carried ſafely through the wilderneſs in the 
* | dark and cloudy day. Say with the prophet, Therefore ! 
a will look unto the Lord ; I will wait for the Gad of my 
_ faluation, my God will hear me, Micah vii. 7. In con- 
fideration of your danger, take him anew for your guide 
and leader, ſaying with the ſpouſe, Cant. i. 7. Tell me, 
O thou whom my ſoul loveth, where thou al. , where 
thou makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon : for why ſhould I be as 
one that turneth afide by the flocks of thy companions ? 
Our own wiſdom is not to be truſted at any time, e- 
ſpecially when the days are evil. Now when you ſee 
oj the miſt ariſing, take faſt hold of him; when you ſee 
* the ſtorm a- coming, chuſe him for your pilot, andi 
2 commit yourſelves to his conduct through the waves. 
(5. ee habitually a holy jealouſy over your - 
ſelves, and confidence m the promiſe of direction, Mic 
and a conſcientious believing uſe of the means of his 
appointment. That holy jealouſy is neceſſary in te- 
ſpect of the ſnares in the evil day, and the corruption 
of our hearts fo ready to entangle us in them. MHz 
that truſteth in his own heart, is a fool, Prov. xxviii. 
26. The promiſes are' many on which faith is to be 
exerciſed; as, The meek will he guide in judgment 
and the meek will he teach his way, Pſal. xxv. 9. 1 
will inſtruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou 
ſhalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye, Pſal. xxxii. WP! 
8. Thine ears ſhall hear a word behind thee, ſaying, 
This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to tht 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left, If. xxx. 21. 
And you muſt ufe the means in confidence of the pro- 
miſe, Cant. i. 7. 8. When the. ſpouſe prayed for di- 
rection, Tell me, &c. quoted above, the Bridegroom 
replied, thou know not, O thou faireſt among women, WW": 
go thy way forth by the footfleps of the flock, and feed Ho 
thy kids beſide the ſhepherds tents. Go ye and deer 
bkewile, 0 N 


(6.) Bewalt 


mufrated and enforced 
(6.) Beware of thoſe things particularly, which 


leave men to be a prey to deluſſon in evil days, and 
for which God leaves them to be carried away with 
the torrent. And theſe are, 8 | 
[I.] Worldly-mindedneſs, denoted,” Rev. vii. 3. 
by the earth. 5 — earthly prof: lors are ready to 
get a caſt in ſuch a day; they whoſe God is the world, 


vill be ſure to hold by it, when Chriſt and the world - 


part: Why has the cauſe of God ſo few friends, but 
becauſe the world has ſo many ? 'The world's caſe, 
advantage, good word, and its multitude, have a 
great ſway with men, to the prejudice of their duty, 
as in the caſe of Demas, 2 'Tim. iv. 10. who forſook 
the apoſtle Paul, having loved this preſent world. 
{2.] Inſtability and wavering, denoted, Rev. v1i..3. 
by the ſea. They that have itching ears after npvel- 
ties, are ready to be caught in the ſnare. - And hence 
it is, that at this day old ſolid truths are lozthed and 
diſreliſhed, and the land-marks ſet by our fathers 
are removed, * $a 
[3-] Pride and ſelf-conceit,. denoted, Rev. vii. 3. 
dy the trees. None are readier to fall mto the ſnare 
han thoſe who are high in conceit with themſelves. 
e humble ſoul lies faireſt to make its way fairly 
through, while the ſtormy wind blows, and caſts 
down many tall cedars. EIS 
[4-] A ſecret diſguſt of the truth, through a love to 
nrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſſ. ii. 10. forecited. When 
practical religion decays in a generation, and ſin a- 
vounds, the truth cannot long miſs. to be departed 
rom. Luſts ſecretly entertained in the heart, prepare 
nen for quitting of truth in their judgements. 
Lö. ] Formality, Rev. xi. 2. Thoſe that worſhip in 
he outer court, are ceady to become a prey todeluſion. 
(7.) Be much converſant in the ſcriptures; Search 
the ſcriptures, ſays Chriſt, John v. 39. and there 
otice what. the- Spirit of the Lord teaches. The 
eripture is the reed for meaſuring the ſanctuary; it 
$ the infallible word, the only foundation of divine 
| B 2 faith. 
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faith. 'Try what ye hear by it, as the noble Bereang 
did, for which they are biok commended. _ 

(8.) Laſtly, Be tender 81 holy in your walk. 7 
any man will do his will, ſays our Lord, John vii. 17. 
he ſhall know of the dactrine, whether it be of Gad, or 
whether I ſpeak of myſelf. Where men are conſcien- 
tious to practiſe known truth, there is hope of being 
led into all truth; while otherwiſe the Spirit of the 
Lord being grieved departs Vs 

Secondly, Our days are evil days, in reſpect of a- 
| bounding fin. The generation wherein we live hath 

ſignalized itfelf for looſeneſs and licentiouſneſs, and 

our iniquity is gone up unto the heayens, and the 
meaſure of it is faſt, very faſt filling up. Our land, 
we may ſay, is filled with fin againſt the holy One of 
Vrael, Jer. i. 5. The abounding of ſin in our day 
appears in that, | | 

I. Sins of all ſorts are to be found amongft ys, 
whether againſt the firſt or ſecond table. The truth 
is, contempt of God and of religion hath made moſt 
tearful advances : the goſpel is deſpiſed, the holy laws 
of God are violated, his bands are broken, and his 
cords caſt away. The land is defiled with idolatry, 
ſuperſtition, finful ſwearing, Sabbath-breaking, un- 
faithfulneſs in all relations, murders, uncleanneſs, 
diſhoneſty and fraud, lying, and covetouſneſs. And 
what can be found among a people profeſſing the name 
of Chriſt to bring wrath on them, that is not to be 
found in Scotland at this day? Particularly, there are 
two ſigns of a generation poſting to ruin, that have 
appeared of late more than for many years before. 

(1.) Horrid blaſphemies, ſhewing what height the 
generation is come to in contempt of God. Not 
only is there a fearful 'outbreaking of blaſphemous 
principles, overturning the very foundations of Chri- 
ſhianity; but many fearful blaſphemies and blaſphemous 
practices have been occaſionally vented and ſet up © 
late, to fill up the meaſure of the iniquity of the land 


(2.) Rampant oppreſſion, to ſhew what a low pab 
a humanity 
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kumanity is at in theſe dregs of time. I doubt if 
there be any alive that ever ſaw as much oppreſſion in 
this land, when it was neither a time of war, nor of 
perſecution, as we have neither of them at this day. 
When was that ſo much verified as at this day, 7. 

people ſball be oppreſſed, every one hy another, and 
every one by his neighbour : the child ſhall behave him- 


felf proudly againſt the ancient, and the baſe. againſt 


the honourable, II. iii. 5. Theſe things can hardly 
miſs to fill our cup to the brim. | Tg 
2. Corruption of manners has overſpread all ranks 
in church and ſtate; and it is come to that, Gen. vi. 
12. God locked upon the earth, and behold, it was cor- 
rupt : for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon the 
earth, Not only religion, but ſobriety is almoſt gone 
out of faſhion with theſe of the greater ſort, ſo that 
they have altogether broken the ' yoke, and burſt 
the bonds; and the meaner ſort follow the example, 
alas! too much; and there is a viſible growing un- 
tenderneſs among thoſe whoſe character and office in 
the church obliges them to give a holy example to 
both. So that look after religion where you will, it 
will be found at a very low pals in the practice of it. 
3. Religion is ſo much on the declining hand, 
that there is not ſo much as a ſtanding ſtill and not 
mending, but a growing worſe and worſe ſtill. The 
generation is ſtill going forward in apoſtaſy from God, 
and not going, but running further and- further 
wrong. New cauſes of wrath are ſtill produced in 
the progreſs of time; and Satan's kingdom is viſibly 
increaſing. The evil are growing worle and worſe, 
and many ſometime hopeful have taken off the maſk, 

and appear in their native colours. . _ 3 ike 

4. The fins of ſons and daughters are more an 
greater than ordinary. They are ſo mixed with the 
men of the world, that they have learned much of 
their way, and have et their firſt love, Rev. ii. 4. 
There is a cloud even upon them, ſo that they have 
| - Not 
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not that life, ſpirit, and tenderneſs that ſome times 
they had. And they that depart from evil make 
themſelves a prey. 

And what makes theſe days of abounding {in 
worſe, is, 

1/t, That they are come in over the belly of much 
light. Our days have been days of much goſpel-lighr, 
but the truth has been held in unrighteouſneſs, and 
men have - rebelled againſt the light: fo the light is 
grown weaker, and the works of darkneſs have get 
the upper hand. 

2dhy, Our national hazards and deliverances have 
been many and fignal ; and behold the fruit of them, 
as if we had been delivered to do all theſe abomina: 
tions. If either threatened judgements or merciful 
deliverances could have cured us, we had been in 
another caſe at this day: but all theſe things ſeem te 
have been blaſted. 

34ly, There are few, very few to ſtand in the gap, 
Ezek. xxii. 30. Few that have either heart or han 
to oppoſe themſelves to the torrent of wickedneſs! 
few. mourners over the abominations done in th 
midſt of us. I doubt not but there are ſome whe 
truly ſigh and cry for the abounding fin of our day 
But I doubt if our Zion theſe many years has at 
forded fewer of that ſort. Theſe our provocation 
have been of ſo long continuance, that though a 
their firſt appearance they were moving, yet the horro 
of them ſeems to be abated by cuſtom ; beſides tha 
many of the ſometimes mourners in Zion are then! 

ſelves deeply involved in the backdiduig courſes d 
the day. 

Theſe things make our days evil days: for, 

(I.) The diſhonour done to God, and the provoct 
tion thereby given to the eyes of his glory, is great be 
yond expreſſion: The name of God is blaſphemed amo 
the Gentiles, through you, ſays Paul to the Roman 
chap. li. 23. Our land has been ſingularly, priv 
leged, being amend to. the r in ſolemn cove 


anti 
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e ant, and her renown has ſometimes gone through 
e many nations: But, ah h how is God diſhonoured, 

and religion expoſed, by ſuch fearful departures 
in from the Lord! 21 

(2.) They are enſnaring days. O how hard is it 
ch for people to keep their feet in ſuch a day, and not 
nt to be carried away with the ſtream ?- Rev. iii. 5g. 
nd How hard is it to keep up a due horror of ſin, while 
ion every hand of us it is ſo lightly looked upon? 
det Temptation is ſtrong in ſuch a day. 

(3.) They are oy that while they laſt, little 1500 
wel and great can well be expected in them. Hence faid 
mi the Lord by the man of God unto Eli, Them that ho- 
na 1107 me, I will honour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ball 
full be /ightly efleemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. A generation ſo 

in much diſhonouring God, it can little be expected 
ta that God will honour. We would fain hope that the 
Lord will yet bring glorious days; but it is very pro- 
ap bable that many of us of the preſent generation ſhall 
ind be ſhovelled out of the way in the firſt place. Hence 
4M faith the Lord, Ezek. xx. 37. 38. I will cauſe you to - 
the 22/5 under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond 
vba of the covenant. And [ will purge out from Maa 
la you the rebels, and them that tranſgreſs againſt me. 
af (4.) The conſequences of them can hardly miſs to 
on be dreadful. Shall I not viſit for theſe things ? ſaith 
| aff 72: Lord: ſhall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a na- 
roi tion as this? Jer. ix. 9. Where ſin comes to ſuch 
challff 2 height, readily ſevere judgements quickly follow. 
em And we can ſee nothing that may give any hope that 
s off ve ſhall miſs to ſee ſad days, but that the Lord can 
pour out his Spirit, and turn us back: but, alas! in 
the mean time we look always the longer unlike ſuch 
oa merciful turn in our affairs. 
N. ) Laſtly, They have a ſad aſpect on poſterity. ; 
The Jews crucified Chriſt above ſixteen hundred 
years ago, and their children to this day are ſmart- 
ing under it. And ſure I am, if matters continue 
in the courſe they at are in at this day in this land any- 
long 
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long time, the ſucceeding generation will be in ; 


miſerable plight. | 

Theſe things call aloud to redeeming of time. And, 

I. Conlider well your own ways, that you may 
ſee if you be joined or not in the conſpiracy againſt 
God with the generation; Hag. i. 5. Thus ſaith the 
Lord of boſts, Confider your ways. Alas! it may be 
eaſily ſeen, that moſt of us are deep in the ſcore, 
and none of us can wipe our mouths, and fay juſtly, 
we have not ſinned, we have not had a hand in the 
general declining. ' . 

2. Beſtir yourſelves, and fave yourſelves from thi; 
untoward generation, Acts ii. 40. Take another 
way than the common courſe of the day wherein you 
live. God is ſaying, Come out from among them, my 
people, be ye ſeparate, and touch not the unclean thing: 
ſtand at a diſtance from their finful ways, and be 
not partakers with their fins, leſt ye partake of their 

plagues. | 
3. Live near God, and by your tender holy walk- 
ing give a practical teſtimony againſt the abounding 
fin of the day. Advert to the ſaying of the wile 
man, Prov. xxviii. 4. They that forſake the law, 
praiſe the wicked : but ſuch as keep the law, con- 
tend with them. 

4. Be mourners in Zion, wreſtlers with the Lord 
in the caſe of the evil of the days. Mourn for you 
own fins and the fins of others. | 

5. Laſtly, Strengthen and ſtir up one another in 
the way of the Lord. 'The people of God had need 
to animate one another in duty, in a ſpecial manner 
when the torrent of fin runs high, that ſo rhey may 
the better oppoſe it, and keep themſelves from be 
ing carried away with it. Follow the practice of the 
1.ord's people who lived in a very declining time ol 
the Jewiſh church, recorded Mal. iii. 16. Then tht) 
that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and 

the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a bock of m__ 
and 
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brance was written before him for them that feared | 


the Lord, and that thought upon his name. _ 
Thirdly, Our days are evil, in regard they are 


days of the hiding of the Lord's face. Well may we 


fay as If xIv. 15. Verily thou. art a God that hideſt 
thyſelf, 0 God of Ifrael the Saviour. The Lord's 
gracious appearances in the powerful operations of 
his Holy Spirit on the ſouls of men, make good 
days; and ſometimes there have been ſuch eminently 
ood days: but, alas! our days are evil, being days 
of God's hiding his face; whereof take theſe Eviden- 
ces. | 


1. The little power and efficacy on the fouls of 


men, that accompanies ordinances at this day. Well 
may we fay, as If. liti. 1. Who hath believed our re- 
port? and to whom is-the arm of the Lord revealed? 
A ſound work of conviction is very rare, and the 
work of converſion is yet more rare. The word is 
heard, but where is the fruit of it? They that were 
filthy are filthy ſtill. - The profane are not reformed, 
the ſecure ſinner is not awakened, the formal pro- 
feſſor is not brought acquainted with the power of god: 
lineſs, and they that have the root of the matter in 


| them are not ſo liberally fed as ſometimes they were. 


Whence 1s all this, but that the Lord hides himſelf, 
and appears not in the affemblies of his people as 
lometime a-day ? We have ſinned away his preſence, 
and provoked him to ſay, Your new moons, and your 


appointed feaſts my ſoul hateth : they are a trouble un- 
to me, I am weary to bear them, Iſ. i. 4. 


hs 


2. The great rarity of lively experienced Chri- 


ſtians in our day. It is the promiſe, Mal. iv. 2. Un- 
to you that fear my name, ſball the Sun of righteouſneſs 
ariſe with-healing in his wings ; and ye ſhall go forth, 


and grow up as calves of the ſtall. Some ſuch there 


are, but, alas! the number of them is very ſmall. Moſt 
of the virgins are aſleep; deadneſs and formality, and 
eſtrangedneſs from the life of faith, prevail among 
thoſe who are called by the Lord's name; and ſoul- 


exerciſe 
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exerciſe is rare to be heard of. The beſt chat can be 
made of our caſe is that, Rev. iii. 4. Thau haſt a few 
names even in Sardis, which have not defiled their 
garments ; and they ſball walk with me in white : for 
they are worthy. 

3. The diviſions, diſſenſions, and oppoſition one 
to another, thaf are to be found among the Lord's i 
own. ſaints and people. Sometimes there has been in 
our land a very fair ſeparation betwixt the enemies 

and the friends of real godlineſs; ſo that whatever 
difficulties the children of God had with the common 
adverſary, they were at one among themſelves: but 
now, alas! it is otherwiſe; the Lord's own children 
are fallen out by the way, and thoſe who are dear to 
God, and ſhall meet in heaven, cannot hit it upon 
earth. For the Lord is hiding his face from us, and 
we are left in a miſt. 

4. The Spirit of counſel and wiſdom is with-held, 
In the management of civil and church matters at 
this day, that ſeems to be much accompliſhed, If 
xxix. 14.—The wiſdom of their wiſe men ſball periſh, 
and the underſtanding of their prudent men ſhall be hid. 
We are rowed into deep waters, and inſtead of bring: 
ing us ſafe back, we are carried further and further 
into the depths. The Lord is provoked to withdraw, 
and ſo our wounds cannot be healed. The aye muſt 
needs be evil in this reſpect: for, 

, Such days cannot —— thriving days for religion, 
and the cauſe and intereſt of God; Pal. Ixxxi. 12. 1 
gave them up, ſays IJERHOVAR, unto their own heart 
laſt: and they walked in their own counſels. When 
the ſun withdraws in the winter, nothing can be, ex 
pected but that the face of the earth will be 3 
and when the Lord hides his face from a church 
matters cannot proſper there. Backſlidings are in- 
creaſed, all goes to wreck, for that which holds mat: 
ters right i is withdrawn. 

2dly, Such a day is a day of ſpiritual plagues. As 
God's preſence goes, all darkneſs, diſorder, and con: 


fuſion 


con- 
uſion 
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fafion follows, according to the meaſure of the Lord's 


withdrawing. The gaſpel does men hurt inſtead of 
doing-them: good; the wild grapes of wickedneſs are 


brought forth inſtead of good grapes, &c. 
This calls, aloud for redeeming of time; and, 
(..) To beſtir ourſelves to lament after, and to lay 
hold upon a departing God and glory, We ſhould 
make that our work, 1 Sam. vii. 2. All the houſe of V 
rael lamented after the Lord. And let it not be ſaid 
of us as If. Ixiv. 7. There is none that calleth upon thy 
name, that flirreth up himſelf to take hold of thee :' for 
thou haſt hid thy face from us, and haſt conſumed 
lis, becauſe of our iniquities. We ſhould be as Ja- 
cob, ſaying, J will not let thee go, except thou bleſs 
me, Gen. xxxit. 26. and the diſciples, Abide with us, 
wt is towards evening, and the day is far ſpent; 
uke xxiv. 29. And this we ſhould be as we would 
not be eſteemed to be of the 'Gadarene temper, who 
deſought Chriſt to depart out of their coaſts. O cry 
mightily, that the Lord may not leave us nor forſake 
us. | | 
(2.) Endeavour to walk uprightly in ſuch a crook- 
d generation; for in the worſt of times ſuch ſhall _ 
get good of the Lord's word, Micah ii. 7. Do not my 
ords do good to him that walketh uprightly* The 
Lord never forſakes his people utterly; and the more 
hat any do ſet themſelves to be perfect in their gene- 
ation, they may be ſure it will go the better with 

heir ſpirits. . 6 

(3.) Laſtly, Double your diligence in ſecret du- 
es; be much in prayer; and eſpecially cry with 
much fervency to find a meal for yourſelves in public 
rdinances, 2 ought to conſider, when we 


> 


te to go to ordinances, that this is a day of the hiding 
f the Lord's face, wherein he is angry with our mo- 
ber, and therefore is but little ſeen in her houſe; 
nd therefore we had need to be more importunate in 
tting the appointment. W 
Fourthly, Our days are evil, in regard ad 
| days 
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days of threatened wrath and impending judgements, : 


The clouds of wrath are hanging over our heads, and 
we have many ſad preſages of a ſtroke. We may 
here notice three things. | 1201 N 
1. The ſins of the generation are come to a mon- 
ſtrous height. And as the progreſs thereof is ſome- 


what unordinary, ſo it ſeems to ſhew that the cup off 


theſe nations 1s near the brim. 


2. 'The Lord's hand has been heavily laid on a na· 


tion abroad, from which theſe nations have taken an 
example of ſinning, and the Lord may juſtly. puniſu 


us accordingly *. k 


3. Enemies are. ſtill buſy in their contrivances — 
bring the nations into blood and confuſion ; and the 


increaſe of Popery, and the diviſions in the nations on 


civil and ſacred concerns, do expoſe us to be the more 


9 prey. 1 e 
This calls aloud to the redeeming of time; and, 
J, To awaken out of ſleep, and ſeriouſly to conſi- 


der the ſigns of the time, the tokens of wrath gone 


out againſt us, that the day may not overtake us un- 


awares, Matth. xvi. 3. We have had many warn - 


ings of an approaching ſtroke, but mercy has ſo often 
interpoſed for our delivery, that grace to improve 
them not coming along with them, we are generally 
more ſecure than formerly; and the more ſecure, the 
more likely is the ſtroke to be near: 1 Theſſ. v. 4 
For when they ſhall ſay, Peace and ſafety ; then ſudaei 
deſtruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a us 
man with-child ; and they ſball not eſcape. 
 _2dly, To prepare for a time of trial, Amos iv. 12 
Therefore thas will I do unto thee, O Iſrael: and be, 
cauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy Got, 
O-1frael. The time ſhould be improved as Noah did 
his, Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noah, being warned of C 
df things not ſeen as yet, moved with. fear, preparts 


The author means the lagne, which firſt began * Marſeille 
in France, and made terrible havock in that kingdom. 
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n ark to the ſaving of his houſe. And the beſt pre- 
paration is that, "Micah v. 5. This man ſball be the 
peace, when the Aſſyrian cometh into our land. Their 


ia | 
J caſe was ſad in Noah's days. who were without the 
n- ark; fo when the Lord's anger goes through a land, 

ae · the caſe of thoſe muſt be very ſad.who are out of 


Chriſt, | | 

zaly, To ſtay our too eaget purſuit after the world, 
and be content with little, and rather to be taken up 
bout our ſouls, and how to be carried through in the 
evil day. Let us regard what Jeremiah ſaid to Ba- 
ruch, Jer. xlv. 5. Seckeft thou great things for thy- 
elf ? ſeek them nut. | | 1 

4thly, To labour to ſettle matters, and keep them 
lear between God and you, that there be no ſtand» 
Sing controverſy betwixt the Lord and you. Fa ts. 
Fifthly, and laſtly, Our days are evil, in reſpect 
pf the guilt of former times yet unpurged away. Our 
days are like thoſe of Joſiah, 2 Kings xxiii. 26. Vor- 
ithtanding, the Lord turned not from the fierce- 
neſs of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was 
undled againſt Fudah, becauſe of all the provecations 
that Manaſſeh had provoked him withal. The perfidi- 
pus treachery and apoſtaſy of the land from the co- 
renanted work of reformation, the blood of the ſaints 
ed for the cauſe of God, with the eppreſſions, 
iolence, and perſecution on that ſcore, are like the 
niquity of Baal-peor, from which the land is not 
purged to this day. And this generation are ſer- 
ing themſclves heirs to it, by the many pieces of de- 
ection faſt carried on at this day. So that God 


eems to be about to reckon with the preſent genera- 
Goll ion for all together. 5 5 
h dd This calls to the redeeming of time, to be taking 
2 back- look of the national controverſies of dd and 


ff late, to be mourning over them, and the diſho- 
our done to God by them; and to be preparing to 
ect the Lord in the way of his judgements. 

L ſhall conclude all with another uſe, namely, 
C | UsE 


— 


— 
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'Usx II. Of reproof to two ſorts of perſons. 
1. To thoſe who go with the ſtream of the evil 
days, and are themſelves following the profane and 
dackfliding courſes of the day, that make the time fo 
evil. Alas! how many are there, who are drawing 
on wrath on themſelves and on the land by their ir- 
religion, profaneneſs, and apoſtaſy from God? Let 
fuch conſider, 

(1.) How dangerous it is to be found- -among thoſe 
who are in a conſpiracy againit God, to provoke his 
wrath againſt a land. When the flood of diſhonour 
to God runs ſo high, thoſe. that join themſelves in 
the ſinful courſes of the day, they not only have 
a hand” in provoking God againſt themſelves, but 
they are the Achans in the camp, the Jonahs in the 
ſhip, having a notable 2 in bringing wrath on 
others too. 

(2.) The higher one's hand is in a ſinning time, 
the deeper may their ſhare be expected us Fo in! 
time of ſuffering or calamity, when the Lord vil 
appear to vindicate the glory of his name. 

2. To thoſe who weigh not the evil of the aan 
but live on careleſsly, and are never ſtirred up tt 
their duty thereby. They conſider not how mat 
ters ſtand ee God and the generation. This i 
= common evil amongſt us, and a fad evidence of 
the low ſtate of religion at this day. O that ſud 
would be ſtirred up to conſider their ways, and th 
grounds of the Lord's controverſy with the genera 
tion. Awake, O ſleeper, and call upon thy. God 
leſt thou periſh in the furious ſtorm, which is like 
to break out upon us. It is not a time to lives 
eaſe and unconcerned, when ſo many marks of th 
Lord's diſpleaſure are ſo viſible, that he who ru 
may read. Awake therefore, ſhake off thy lot 
oa betake thyſelf to the Lord Jeſus by faith, as tit 
only means of thy eſcaping the wrath hat is to com 
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EZEXIEL xx. 37. yt 


And I will cauje you to paſs under the red, and I will 
bring you into the * of the covenant. 


N theſe wins we hav! a ſchemes of God's focal. 

tion towards Iſrael, a people with whom he was 
angry, but had kindneſs for. In which we may ob- 
28. 

„ harp trial threatened; 7 will cauſe you fo 
vaſt under - rod. This rod is not to be underſtood 
of the 2 4 rod or ſceptre, but the ſhepherd's rod. 
God was the Shepherd of Iſrael, but they bad ſtray- 
ed away from Kim.” In the verſe preceding this he 
tells them, that he would bring them together into 
the wilderneſs, and plead with them as he did with 
their fathers in that deſert; and that the way he 
would treat them there, would be by cauſing them to 
pals under the rod. Compare Lev. xxvii. 32. The 


wilderneſs was Babylon, and the places about it, the _ 


place of their captivity. The rod was the ſeventy 
years captivity, an@ the bard treatment they met 
with during that period. The Lord tells them, 
that he onde manage that matter as exactly as one 

C 2 does 


28 Paſſing under the Red, a Meant 


does in telling of ſheep- for teinding them; that he 
would make ſuch a diſtinction and ſeparation among 
them, as was made by the ſhepherd's rod, when the 
Hock was teinded: in a word, that he would teind 
them, and the ſtock ſhould go for it one way or o- 
ther, but he would keep the teind to himſelf. Thus 
it was in the wilderneſs, where the body of tha Mc 
generation that came out of Egypt, fell, and never 
entered Canaan. Thus very few of them that went 
to Babylon came back, but either died or otherwiſe 
were left there. Compare verf. 38. * 
2. The happy iflue of this trial to the remnant : 
that won through; 7 will bring you into the band of ll / 
the covenant. This concerns the Lord's teind that a 
tell to him by the whole paſſing under the rod, 
They had all flipt the bond of the covenant; their 7 
national idolatry had cut the very ſinews of it: but ir 
God would make them. willingly put their nech: 
again under the ſacred bond. And fo # was pro-W r: 
pheſied they would do, Jer. I. 5. Come, ſay they, of 
and let us jain ourſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual cM 1 
venant that ſhall not be forgotten. Compare Neb. ,, 
ix. lt. And becauſe of all this, we make a fure cove : þ: 
nant, and write it. See chap. x. 28.39. And 
they adhered ſo firmly to this covenant, that they ta 


never after fell to idolatry. NAY 00 
EET 3 | ;\ 26 
The doctrine I obſerve from the words is, Ne 


DocT. Fuftice mixed with mercy towards a gene- th 
ration, to wham God's covenant is a burden, cauſes 

the treacherous generation to paſs under a rad, deſiruc- WM th 
tive ta many of them, dun to all of them, and i ar 
brings them back into the bond of the covenant. te 


In England and Ireland, the bond of the covenant 
has lain among their feet trod upon theſe man 
ears: In Scotland, church and ſtate has looſed the vi 
art ſo that it is hanging down among our feet 2 | 
ST n t $ 
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this day. There ate three ways of Ged's dealing . 


with ſuch a generation. 
1. The way of unmixed juſtice, lajing the-hea- 
curſe of the covenant upon them, and either ut- 
terly deſtroying them that they ſhall be no people, or 
e them that they ſhall be no people WP: --* 
God. Thus he dealt with the old world, Gen. vi- 
13. The end of all fleſh is come before me — be- 
hold, I will deſt roy them with the earth. And thus 
he threatened to do with the church of Ephefus, Rev. 
ji. 5.— “T will come unto thee quickly, and will remove - 
thy candleſtich out of his place, except thou repent. 
And it is welt known, that ws chreatening has been 
awfully accompliſhed. 

2. The way of unmixed mercy or ſovereign grace, 
making wide ſteps over the iniquities of men, leap- 
ing over mountains, and melting them with love in- 
to repentance and reformation. Of this we have a 
remarkable inſtance, I. Ivii. 17. 18. For the iniquity 
of his covetauſneſs was I wroth, and ſmate him : I hid 
me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the. 
way of his heart. I have ſeen his ways, and wilt 
heal him: I will lead him alſo, and reftore comforts 
unto him, and ie his mourners. Sometimes the Lord 
takes that way, as Micah v. 7. The remnant of Ja- 
cob ball be in the midſt of many people as the dew from 
the Lord, as the ſhowers upon the graſs, that tarrieth 
nol for man, nor waiteth for the ſons of men. But 
this is more to be deſired than hoped. | 
3. The way of juſtice mixed with mercy. This is: 
the common road of. providence, in which Juſtice: 
and mercy each act their part, and is the way in our 
tert, and which we have n to look for. 


In diſcourſing further from this ſubject, 1 mall, 


. Shew, that this is the common method of pro: 


vidence in ſuch acute. 


II. What are thoſe rods the Lord. ne ach) 2 


Eencragon to paſs under. 
{ C3 III. How 


9 + Paſſmg under the Red, 4 Meant ? 
III. How by ſuch means a people are brought 
back into the bond of the covenant. 


IV. Give the reaſons of this e. 
8 Apply. 


8 I ſhall ther, that this ! e iba 
of providence in ſuch a cafe. This appears, 


1. From plain ſcripture-declarations of the mind 
of God in ſuch a caſe, as Hag. ij. 7. I will ſhake all 


nations, and the deſire of all nations ſhall come. Sha-| 


king times go before reforming times. A hot fur- 
nace precedes the purifying of a drofly church, 25 
I. i. 25. 26. J will turn my hand upon thee, and 
purely purge away thy droſs, and take away all th 
tin. And 1 will reſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and 
thy. counſellors as at the beginning: afterwards thou 


Halt be called, The city of righteouſneſs, the faith. 


ful city. See chap. iv. And we have a paſſage mot 
pat to our purpoſe, . Zech. xiu. 8. 9. It ſball come to 
paſs, that in all the land, ſaith the n two partt 

therein ſhall be cut off, and die but the third ſball be 
left therein. And I will bring the third part through 
the fire, and will refine them as filver is refined, and 
will try them as gold is tried: they ſball call on my 
name, and I will hear them: I will fon It is my peas 
ple: and they ſball ſay, The Lord is my God. This 
is a ſweeping. ſtroke carrying off the moſt part, 
hard trial to thoſe that are left, and the covenant res 
newed with them. 

2. From ſcripture-inſtances. What heavy bas 
dage did the Iſraelites ſuffer in Egypt, ws. God 
took them into the Sinai covenant? They met with 

a ſweeping ſtroke in the wilderneſs, before they en 
eie into Canaan. The temple was built, and they 
had glorious days, in Solomon's reign; but before 
that almoſt continual wars in David's time, famine 
for three years, and about the latter end of: his reign 
ſeventy thouſand were ſwept away by the peſtilence. 
They had ſeventy years captivity before the _— 

| 0 
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of the ſecond temple. And thus was accompliſhed; - 
that prediction, Micah vii. 12. 13. In that day alſo he 
ball come even to thee from Aſſyria, and from the fortii- 
ed cities, and from the fortreſs even to the river, and 
from ſea to ſea, and from mountain to mountain. Ner- 
withſtanding the land ſhall be deſolate, becauſe of them 
that dwell therein, for the fruit their doing. 


II. I hall ſhew what are thoſe rods the Lord cau- 
ſeth ſuch a people to paſs under. The Lord has ma- 
ny rods for this purpoſe, and can make uſe of any or 
many of them together as he ſees meet. I will name 
four of them. | _ "M 
1. A blaſting curſe upon the ſubſtance of, a land, 
Hag. i. 9. Te looked for much, and lo it came to little; 
and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. God © 
brings ſometimes a generation of his anger into ſuch 
a caſe, that nothing thrives with them which they 
take in hand, 2 Chron. xv. 5. 6. In thoſe times there 
was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that * 
came in, but great vexations were upon all the inba· 
bitants of the countries. And nation was deſtroyed of 
nation, and city of city: for God did-vex them with all _ 
adverſity. This rod God is cauſing theſe lands to paſs 
under at this day, whereby trade and credit are diſ- 
turbed, and many ruined; and even wiſe men ſmart: 
for God can make the wiſe as well -as fools paſs un- 
der his rod, eaſier than a ſhepherd can run his ſheep, - 
when he has a mind. Alas! there is little to be had 
on- by plaiſtering over a tottering. houſe ready to fall. The | 
zd black bargain the nations have made between them- | : 
ih ſelves, for which the bond of the covenant behoved 
en-{W to be broke aſunder, and the horrible perjury and = 
hej wickedneſs uſed among ſome trading men, may 
fore WY plainly read in the preſent circumſtances of the nations. 
zine 2. The ſword, Lev. xxvi. 25. 1 will bring a ſword 
ign Wy hen you, that ſball avenge the quarrel of -my cove- 
ce nent. Many a time God has been threatening theſe 
ling WF perfidious nations with paſſing under this rod, and — 


is coming that way to them, conſidering it has vt 
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has given them of late ſeveral earneſts of it: but it is 


to be feared, that what has happened of that kind is 
but an earneſt of the bloody ſword for - theſe nations, 
that ſhall avenge the quarrel of the covenant. The 


Lord will not want inſtruments when he has a mind. 


He can hifs for the bee of Aſfyria out of the remoteſt 
parts, and ere he want, will ſet Manaſſeh againſt 
Ephraim, and Ephraim againſt Manaſſeh, and pull 
out the men of his anger, be they great or ſmall, 
hke ſheep, and caute them paſs under the rod. 

3. Famine, Ezek v 16. I will fend upon them the 
evil arrows of famine. This is a native conſequent 
of the ſword, and would ſoon be at the heels of it a- 
'mong us. See a terrible deſeription of it, Lam. iv. 7. 


and downwards. Saul's murdering of the Gibeonites 


contrary to a covenant with them, brought three 
years famine on Iſrael, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. What may a 
nation expect then for murdering of men for their ad- 


herence to the nation's covenant with God himſelf? 


which is a crime that God has to lay to the charge of 
Scotland. We had an earneſt of this too ſome years af- 
ter the revolution, which made many a pale face, 
and laid many in the duſt : but whatever is added to 
the controverſy ſince, one may eaſily ſee the quarrel 
is not yet removed. | 

4. The peſtilence, which has a frequent connection 
with the other two, Lev,//xxvi. 25. I will ſend the pe- 
flilence among you.— And when I have broken the flaff 
of your breag, &c. Ezek. v. 16. 17. I will ſend upon 


them the evil arrows of famine, and peſtilence. That 


is a deſolating rod. It ſwept off at once among the 
Iſraelites fourteen thouſand ſeven hundred men, 
Numb. xvi. 49. For David's numbering the people 
feventy thouſand fell by it in one day. God is now 


avenging the dragooning in France, and their other 


cruelties upon the poor Proteſtants,” by that dreadful 
vilitation. And theſe nations have ground to fear it 


the 
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the abominable copy in much wickedneſs, which 
theſe lands have followed. 6 LE 
'Theſe are the rods which will be deſtructive to ma- 
ny, and trying to all who are cauſed to paſs under 
them. | 8 e . 


III. I ſhall ſhew how by ſuch means a people are 
brought back into the bond of the covenant. __ 
1. Such a paſſing under the rod, makes people apt 
to recerve convictions of their unfaithfulneſs in the 
„ BW covenant. Hence ſays the Lord, Hoſ. v. ut. I will 
u and return to my place, till ibey acknowledge their 
\. {Wc ence, and ſeek my face : in their affliction they will 
J. me early. It is hard to convince men of their 
ez proſperous wickedneſs. In the time of God's pa- 
e lience, men will draw fair covers over their foul ac- 
a tions, eat, and wipe their months, and ſay, they 
1. have not ſinned. But if God were riſen up out of 
c> {Wis place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for 
of Webeir iniquities, the heavy rod wilt extort confeſſions 
f. {Wot guilt which one would not let light before. Rve- 
oe, n one is ready to blame another now, and lay the 
to suilt off themſelves: bat ſuch a day in Scotland would 
rel not leave a clean face among us all. Hence is that 
promiſe, Ezek. vii. 16. They that eſcape of them, ſball 
on cape, and ſball be on the mountains like doves of the 
be- Nvalleys, all of them mourning, every one for his inigui- 
ty. EE A | * 3 
af 2. It would make men blithe to plead the privi- 
hat leges of the covenant, If. Ixiii. 15. 16. Look down from 
he beaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holinefs 
en, WM" of thy glory + where is thy zeal and thy ſtrength, 
ple the ſounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies towards 
ow ne? are they reſtrained ? Doubtleſs thou art our fas 
ther, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Iſrael 
acknowledge us not: thou, O Lord, art our father, 
eur redeemer, thy name is from everlaſting. The 
that undervalue God's covenant now, being eauſ 
to paſs under the rod, the weight of it would 33 | 
em 
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them change their note; as it did to Iſrael, Pak, 
Ixxviii. 34. 35» When he flew them, then they ſought 
him: and they returned and inguired early after God 
And they remembered that God was their rock, and tl 
bigh Gad their redeemer. The covenant with hel 
and death being rent aſunder by the anger of Goch 
and not being able to afford them any more ſecurity 
they would be glad to catch hold of God's covenan 
which they trod on before. og SP 

3. It would remove many a dead weight from of 
the covenant, both perſons, and things. For thu 
ſpeaks the Lord to Iſrael, Ezek. xx. 38. 1; will pur 
out. from among you the rebels, and them that tran 
greſs againſt me : I will bring them forth out of tl 
country where they ſojourn, and they ſball not enter in 
to the land of Iſrael. Micah vii. 10. 11. forecited 
Many a dead weight is lying at this day on the wot 
of God in theſe nations, which there is no appear 
ance of the removing of, till the Lord put to his oy 
hand. But he can turn them off with a touch of bi 
hand: for thus he addrefles Iſrael, Ezek. xxxvit. i 
Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, an 
cauſe you to come up out of youm graves, and bring ya 
into the land of 1/rael. Making the generation p 
under the rod, he will either remove them out of the 
way, or render them inefficacious, that they: ſhall nd 


be able to ſtop a good work. th 
4. It would put an edge, by the bleſſing of HI. 
Lord, upon the ſpirits of the remnant, to take bol dr 
of the covenant, and preſs them on to it, as their nm 
ceſſary courſe in a day of diſtreſs : Jer. I. g. They bai 
aſt the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, ſa 
ing, Come, and let us join aurſelves to the Lord, in © 
perpetual covenant that ſball not be forgotten. Comer 
pare Neh. ix. 36. 37. 38. Behold, ſay the IſraelitcyW'v 
after their return from the Babyloniſh captivity, wth"< 
are ſervants this day, and for the land that thou gi Ti 
veſt unto our fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, and ii an 


good thereof, bebold, we are ſervants in it. 4 
| qie 


” 
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vieldeth much increaſe unto the kings whom thou haſt 


t over us, becauſe of our fins : alſo they have domi- 
nion over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their plea- 


ure, and we are in great diſtreſs. And becauſe of all 


phis, we make a ſure covenant, and write it; and our 


princets, Levites, and priefts. ſeal unto it Ay, fuch 
a day would make men ſtep over many impediments 


rithout ceremony, which they cannot get over in a 


day of eaſe. Neceſſity has no law, and weed makes 
the naked run. 


Dogs I ſhall give the reaſons of this diſpenſation. 1 
fly offer theſe three. 


1. God takes this method, that he may thereby 
hy by many, whoſe eyes he will not let hoe: the great 
things which he minds to do for his people and 
church, Ezek. xx. 38. forecited. The generation in 


Sthe wilderneſs provoked bim ſo, that he cauſed their 


carcaſes fall therein, before he brought the people in- 
to Canaan. There may be ſome whom God has a 
ſpecial controverſy with, that he will have out of the 
way, before he make his glorious work | 


pear, 
Amos ix. 10. All the ſinners of my people ſball die by the 
word, which ſay, The evil ſhall not overtake nor pre- 
vent US. - 
2. That he may A purge away the droſs of 
thoſe whom he will make ſharers of the glorious day, 
If, i. 25. 26. formerly cited. Like the three chil- 
dren, they muſt be caſt into the fire, that their bonds 
may be burnt off them. They muſt feel the corto- 
ſyes, before they get the cordial. | 
3. That he may awaken the generation to lee . 
ſenſe of religion, and particularly bring in ſome elect 


ones yet walking in darkneſs, whom he will neither | 


ſweep away with the multitude, nor yet make wit- 
neſſes of the glorious days in that cafe, Hoſ. ii. 6. 7. 
Therefore behold, T1 will hedge up thy way with thorns, 
and make a wall; that ſbe ſhall not find her paths. And 


e. ball. fellow after her lovers, but ſbe ſball not 12 
: tale 
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take them: and ſbe ſpall feek them, but ſhall not ind 


them: then ſhall ſhe ſay, I will go and return tomy 
ferft huftand, for then was it better with me than now, 


V. Iſhall make ſome ſhort i b redent of this point, 


1. This gives a ſad proſpect of the lot of this ge- 


neration. It is true, God may deal with us in a way 
of ſovereign grace: but ſure we have ground to ex- 


pect, in the common courſe pf providence, a heavy | 


day of paſling under the rod. All have gone aſtray; 
we have the guilt of former times unremoved yet: 
the iniquities of the preſent times have gone over all 
the banks: the goſpel is doing very little good. We 
are incorrigible under leſſer ſtrokgs, and bring forth 
no fruit of deliverances, but that we grow worſe dai. 
ly. Immoralities are come to a prodigious height : and 
the generation 15 in a plain courſe of detection from 
God, in principles as well as practice. What can 
the end of theſe things be ? | 

2. Yet it gives ſome ground of hope of better days 
on the other fide of the ſtroke. Who knows but God 
may ſanctify ſome national calamity or other to bring 
us back into the bond of the covenant, and yet make 
glorious days in theſe 1: ads? We are not to deſire 
the ftrokes of his hand; but if that be. the Lord's 
mind concerning us to take that way with us, let us 
lay our hand on our mouth, and ſo ſteer our courſe 
that if poſſible we may get through. . 

But it may be inquired, What courſe ſhould one 
take, in ſuch a doubtful event, for his own ſafety! 

I anſwer, 

1. Make up your peace with God in Chriſt, co- 
ming in perſonally into the bond of the covenant, 
In the worſt of times this will make you ſafe, and ſet 
you beyond the reach of eternal wrath; For there i 
- now no condemnation to them which are in Ghrift Jeſun 
Rom. viii. 1. And David, as it were in his Iaſt mo- 
ments could ſay, Although my houſe be not ſo with 
God; yet he hath made with me an everlaſting cave. 


naͤn⸗ 
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4.1 nant, ordered in all things and ure : for this is al 
». /alvation, and all my deſire. - - Ln, 
o. 2. This being done, lay down yourſelf at the. 
Lord's feet, reſigning yourſelf to his diſpoſal come 
t. what will; as David did in his diſtreſs, when flying 


e- from Jeruſalem, on account of the unnatural rebel- _ - 


ay lion of his fon Abſalom : Carry back the ark of God 
x- WM into the city, ſaid he to Zadok the prieft: if Ih 
nd favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me 
1: again, and ſbeu me both it, and his habitation. But 

be thus ay, [have ns delight in thee: behold, here 
all WM am I, let him db to me as ſeemeth good unto him, 2 Sam. 
Ne Wl xv. 25. 26. They may periſh in a common calami- 
rth ty, whoſe ſouls ſhall go Araight to glory. We have 
la- no ground of doubting but many are in heaven this 
and i day, whom. famine, ſword, or peſtilence have ſent 
om thither. Moſes himſelf died in the wilderneſs, and 
can I was kept out of Canaan for his wilderneſs · provoca- 
non. Thoſe who are in Chriſt, die they or live they, 
lays die what way they will, are fafe. © 


30d 3. But endeavour ye to be beſt when others are 
ring i worſt, and fave yourſelves from this untoward gene- 
nake Wl ration. Go not into the God-provoking courſes of 


efire 
rds 
2t 
zurle 


it, but repent and turn off from them in time. And 
mourn for the ſins of others, and the diſhonour done 
to God thereby. If there be any way to be ſafe in a 
time of common calamity, that is it. This was No- 
ah's practice; for we are told, Gen. vi. 9, that Mab was 
45, man and perfect in his generations, and Noah 
walked with God. And this is clear from Ezek. ix. 
. The Lord ſaid unto him, Go through the midſt of 
„co: Wthe city, through the midſt of Feruſalem, and jet a 
nant: Wmark upon the foreheads of the men that ſigb, and that 
id ſet cry for all the abominations that be done in the mi 
ere Wilh:reof. If ye will partake with the generation of 
[ju FF6od's anger in their ſinful looſe. ways, how can ye 
t mo Wiſs to partake with them in their plagues? © But 
with hoſe who endeavour to walk with God in a ſinning 45 
cove time, and to hold off from entering into the conſpi- 
nan racy, God will ſee to them in a ſuffering time. 2 


One 


ety? 


a 8 

—— 

— ___—__ 
n —_ - 


— = 2 


„ meln, FP. wi 7 _ 
\ l 

_ wn 

KP Y > pF AT 


\ | An untoward Generation characterized, 


with the Means to be ſaved from it. 


— 


— 


A 
n 


Preached at ET TRICk, on a Faſt- day, December 3 


1.4 


ACTS ii. 40. 


12 : Save yourſelves from this unteward generation. 


TTTHESE words are a part of the advice which Pe. 
| ter gives to his hearers,- particularly to thoſe d 
them who were convinced of their fin, and deſired to 
know what courſe they ſhould take to be ſaved. He 
bids them repent and be baptized, and return to the 
Lord by Jeſus Chriſt. And to enforce this, he ſets 
an encouragement before them, aſſuring them they 
ſhould be welcome, ver. 39. For the promiſe is unit 
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar f 
even as many as the Lord eur God ſhall call, And he 
preſſes the neceſſity of it, as they tendered their owt 
ſafety, and would not involve themſelves in the ruit 
that was abiding the generation in which they lived 
Save yourſelves fram- this untoward generation. I 
which words we may notice, f | 
1. The character of the generation among whon 
their lot was caſt; they were an untgward generatiu 
They were a crooked, perverſe, and froward ſet 0 
men, who were not ſo much through weakneſs le 
out of the way, as through wickedneſs bent to for 
Jake the way. They were wilful and e 
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their evil courſes, and would not be reclaimed, but 
proceeded from evil to evil. He points out that ge- 
neration as a ſignally-· untoward one, this unteward 
generation; who have ſignalized themſelves for obſti · 
nacy, rebellion, and apoſtaſy, having eructhed the 
Lord of life, and being, ſtill carrying on the war 
againſt him; being the generation which Moſes ſpe- - 
cially pointed at, Deut. xxxii. 20. They are a very 
froward generation, children in whom is no faith. 

2. The lot abiding that generation, namely, ruin 
and miſery, by the wrath of God breaking out on 
them, in as remarkable a manner as they had ſinned. 
This is implied in that expreſſion, Sade yourſelves 
from them. As if he had ſaid, They are a genera- 
tion of God's wrath, a generation devoted to deſtruc- 
tion, engaged in a courſe that will have a fearful end. 
Our Lord had foretold it, Matth. xxii. 7. But when, 
the ling heard thereof, he was uroth: and be ſent. 
forth his armies, and deſtroyed thoſe murderers,” and 
burnt up their city. Chap. xxili. 35. 36. That up- 
en you may come all-the righteous blood ſhed upon the 
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel, unto the blood - 
of Zacharias, ſon of Barachias, whom-ye flew between. | / 
the temple and the altar. Verily I ſay unto you, All 
theſe things. ſhall come upon this generation. And ac- 
cordingly it came to paſs in the ' fearful deſtruction 
that was brought on them by the Romans. 5 

3. The right courſe to be taken for ſafety in ſuch a 
caſe, Save yourſelves, &c. Partake not with them 
in their fins, that ye partake not with them in their 
plagues. The houſe is coming down, the breaking 
will come ſuddenly at an inſtant; /ave yourſelves, _- 
flee for your life, that ye be not cruſhed with the fall 
thereof. e | e 1 

The text furniſhes this doctrine, vi. 


Docr. They that would ſee- to their :0wn fafety, 
o fo muſt beftir theniſelves, and timely ſave themſelves from 
EN pee D 2 n a2 
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remained obſtinate infidels? 
little remnant which God reſerves to himſelf, in the 


1 Theſſ. ii. 16. Wrath is come upon them to the utter* 


an untoward generation, 1 whom wrath from the Lord 
is abiding. 


I ſhall endeavour to 8 this docrrine! in the 
following method. 

I. I ſhall ſhew what ſort of a generation is an un- 
toward generation, ROM wrath from the Lord is 
abiding. 

II. What wars one muſt take that would fave 
himſelf from ſuch an untoward generation. | 

III. Lay down ſome motives to ſtir you up to fave 
yourſelves from: this untoward generation. 


I. I ſhalt ſhew what ſort of a generation is an unto- 
ward generation, whom wrath from the Lord is abi» 
ho They are, 

. A generation beeome proof againſt the means 
of ene the glorious goſpel of Chriſt. Such was 
this generation in the text. Chriſt himſelf preached 
to them, and his apoſtles too: but how did they re- 
cave it? Hear the obfervation of the evangeliſt up- 
on it, John wii. 37. 38. But though he had done fo ma- 
ny miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 
that the ſaying: of Eſaias the prophet might be fulfilled, 
which he fake, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
And look to what the apoſtle Paul ſaith; Rom. x. 16. 
But they have not all obeyed the goſpel. For Eſaias 
faith, - Lord, who hath believed our, report? It is 
true, there were three thoufand. converted at this ſer- 
mon- of Peter's; but what were they and others that 
were picked up here and there by preventing grace, 
in compariſon of the body of that generation, who 
They were but as a 


1 1 n 8 * 8 


worſt of times, for a ſeed, Rom. ix. 29. So wrath 
came on that generation, as the apoſtle obſerves, 


os © © Mw R «» R89 =» a + = ww wo 


moſt, according to the wr ae, a Matth. xxii. 7. 
foxecited. * 
And 


* 


d lv #6 be ſaved from i. « Ar 


And i is not this the caſe of the preſent „ 
We have long enjoyed the goſpel, and we are as thoſe 
who are rendered deaf by the continual ſounding of 
many waters. To whom ſhall we now ſpeak? why 
now believes the report of the goſpel? They have 
ſometimes trembled at the word, who now fit like 
brazen walls againſt it. Their conſciences have been 
ſometimes eaſily touched, which are now as ſeared 
with a hot iron. What can be expected, but that 
God will change his melt per and try ſharp rods 
after a {lighted word? | 

2. A generation wherein corruption of life and 
manners is become univerſal, having, overipread all 
ranks of perſons. Thus was it with: this. genera- 
tion in the text, wherein prieſts and people were 
all gone wrong. This was the charactet of the ge- 
neration ſwept away with the flood, Gen. vi. 12. God 
locked upon the earth, and behold, it was corrupt: 


for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 


When David conſidered. his generation as ſuch, how 
was his heart moved? Pſal. xii. 1. 2. Help, Lied for 


J the godly man ceaſeth ;. for the faithful fail from amon 1 
t 75 


the children of men. They ſpeak vanity every one wt 

his neighbour : with flattering lips, and with a dou- 
ble heart do they ſpeat. And behold bis only com- 
fort, ver. 2. Thou Halt keep them, 0 Lord, thaw 
ſhalt preſerve them from this generation for ever. 
When Micah faw his generation ſuch, how does 
he lament. the caſe! chap. vii. 1. 2. Wo is me, for r 
am as. when they have gathered the ſummer fruits, as 


the grape-gleanings of the, vintage: there is no cluſter _ © 


to eat: my. ſoul deſired the firſt ripe fruit. The good 
man it periſbed aut of the earth: and there is none up- 
right among men : they all.lie in wait-for blood + they 
hunt. every. man his brother with a net, &e. And ſee 
the courſe he reſolves on ver. 7. Therefore I wilt 
kok unte the Lord: I will wait for the Cad of my fal- 
vation : my God will hear me. 
And alas! is not this our very caſe? Is not pro- 
5 - fancnels 


. 
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faneneſs and wickedneſs like a flood gone over all 
its banks? If we look into the congregation, what 
profane ſwearing, drunkenneſs, biting and devour- 
= Ing one another, and uncleanneſs abound among 
us, in the midſt of goſpel-light! Is this the fru 
of plenty, fulneſs, and thriving in the world? Take 
heed the day come not wherein the bodies thus abu -: 
ſed to the diſhonour of God, {ſhall lie upon the face 
of the ground as dung, and there be none to bury 
them, whereof the plague has given the French na- 
tion a ſad experience. If we look abroad through 
the nations, religion is truly fallen under contempt, 
Looſeneſs and licentiouſneſs is become faſhionable, 
the flood-gates of debauchery are ſet open, and there 
is no ſtemming of the tide. And the generation 
Has not ſtopt at ordinary crimes, ordinarily found 
among a corrupt people: but they have proceedet 
to an open defiance of Heaven, by Atheiſm and 
blaſphemy. What predigious blaſphemies hart 
been heard of, of late? The foundations of Chrifti- 
anity are Tapt by damnable hereſies. Ihe power ol 
religion has of a long time been very ſmall; and 
now the principles of true religion are in hazard 
of being loſt, not only among people, but paſtors, 
What a dreadful conjuncture is this, wherein Ari: 
aniſm, the denying of the ſupreme Godhead d 
Chriſt, and his equality with the Father, is ariſen 
amongſt Diſſenters in England and Ireland, and le- 
galiſm, by which the purity of goſpel-doQtrine 1s 
corrupted, prevails, and is countenanced ſo much in 
Scotland at the ſame time? This univerſal corrup- 
tion ſpeaks us to be a generation of wrath. 

3. A generation incorrigible, and deaf to all call 
of providence, whom mercies draw not, and Jeflet 
ſtrokes cannot drive to repentance. Hence the apoſtieo: 
addreſſes the Romans, chap. ii. 4. 5. Or deſpiſeſt thi 
the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long 


4 ſuffering; not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadetip< 
* * thee to repentance? But after thy hardneſs and in. 
= | 066-5" 4h 9 os penitell 


and how 15 be Havel fn i. 3 


penitent heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath' a. 
gainſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the righ- 
trous judgement of Cod. And thus Jeremiah ad- 
dreffesthe Jews, chap:'v. 3. 9. © Lord, are not thine, 
eyes upon the truth? thou haſt firicken them, but they 


ke habe net gr teved; thou haſt conſumed them, but the 
u. have ' refuſed to receive correttion-: they have ma 

ol their faces harder than a rock, they have refuſed ty 
co return. Shall I not viſit for theſe things? faith | 


the Lord: and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged: on ſuch 
a nation as this? This generation in the text had 
met with ſeveral leſſer ſcourges before the fatal ſtroke 
came on them; they had the greateſt of mercies con- 
ere ferred on them by the preaching of Chriſt and his 
ion {apoſtles ; and they got near to forty years ſpace for re- 
ma pentance after they had crucified the Lord of glory: 
dei but they waxed worſe and worſe, inſtead of being 
and bettered; and fo wrath came on them to the utter- 
dave moſt. 5 75 5 

iti. And is it not ſo with us at this day? What a 
r of variety of providences has this generation been tryſt- 
ed with! How often ſince the revolution has all 
been in hazard, and yet our ruin has been merciful- 
y prevented, God ſaying in effect as Hoſ. xi. 8. 
How ball I give thee up, Ephraim? how ſhall I 
deliver thee, Iſrael? how ſhall I make thee as Ad- 


riſen na? how ball I ſet thee as Zeboim ? mine heart ir 
d le-. Nurned within me, my repentings are kindled together. 
je ü low were the nations ſaved from imminent ruin as 
ch uo all their ſacred and civil intereſts, by King George's 
rrup- 


appy acceſſion to the throne, when ready to be 
wallowed up by a Popiſh pretender ! The nation 
as gently ſcourged by the rebellion, which God in 
is mercy put a ſtop to, that the whole land was 


10t filled with blood, as that rebellion threatened. 

2 theſe lands have been much impoveriſhed, by un- 

Hug ahallowed projects ſet up to enrich them. We have 

adeliheen long threatened with the peſtilence, raging in 

d in- neighbouring nation; yet God hag hitherto _ PS 
| » 2 e 
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ed it. And what is the fruit of all theſe mercies, 
ſtrokes, deliverances, and long ſuffering? Are 
we bettered thereby? So far from it, that we are 
viſibly growing worſe and worſe. One ill ſtep. is 
taken upon the back of another; ſo that cauſes of 
wrath are {till multiplying, and the cup now fills 
—_ ſo faſt, that the mcature of. our fathers ſeems to be 
> near the brim. 

= ts generation impatient of check, control, or 
y reproof, in their ſinful courſes, but bent to carry all 
before them. Such a one was that in the text. The 

| followers of Chriſt witneſſed againſt them; but what 
_ was the effect of it? They were cut to the heart 
o / thereby, inſtead of being pricked at the heart. They 
were enraged at them, inſtead of being reformed by 
them. And ſo they perſecuted them, to fill up the 
meaſure of their cup. 80 the-apoltle ſpeaks of the 
Jews at that time, 1 Theſſ. ii. 15. 8. Who both kill. ot 
ed the Lord Jeſus, and their own prophets, and have fr 
perſecuted us; and they pleaſe not God, and are con- ;11 

| trary ta all men: forbidding us to. ſpeak ta the Cen- 80 
tiles, that they might be ſaved, te fill up their fins ok N 
way. There is hope of. a perſon, or ſociety, what- ¶ ere 
ever their faults. be, as long as they can bear to have MM uy; 
their faults told chem, and are willing to amend: W pt, 
but when once it comes to that, that they hate him il gy 
that rebuketh in the gate, ana they abhor him that Wl An, 
ſpeaketh uprightly, Amos v. 1c. it is a ſad. fign of Won 
approaching ruin. - | way 
How evident is this in our cafe ? Men cannot en- relip 
dure reproof. Well may we apply that to the hope- When 
lefs caſe of this generation, Hoſ. iv. 4. 5. Let mn Ide 
man ftrive, ner reprove another: ſor thy people are bum 
es. they that ſtrive with the prieſt.. Therefore ſhalt Non. 
thou fall in the day, and the prophet alſo ſhall fab 
with thee. in the night, and I will deſtroy thy mat her. 
Church-diſcipline is contemned, private reproofs ate 
apt to incenſe the reproved againſt the reprover,  pec- 
* generally being ſuch men of Bclial, that one needs 
ſcarcely 
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And as to public miniſterial reproofs in the preach- 


ing of the word, men. are not able to bear them, if 
they touch them cloſely, | Credit falſely fo called, 


prevails in that caſe among all tanks more than con- 
ſcience. What then can. be expected, but that God 


will reach the e ſuch. a reproof as they ſhall 


not get ſhifted 


II. I proceed to ſhew what courſe one mult wake; 


that would. fave himſelf from ſuch an untoward gene- 


— 


ration. | 


More generally, he muſt open his eyes, and look,” 


And, | 


1. He muſt look about him, and behold-the fans | 
of the generation, and conſider feriouſly. the way they _ _ 


are going, and the untowardaeſs therein appearing ; 
otherwiſe he will never beftir himſelf to fave himſelf 
MW from it. This has been the practice of the godly in 
all ages of declining from the good ways of the Lord. 
So did Noah, Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noah, being warn- 
ed of Ged of things nat ſeen as yet, moved with fear, 
" MW prepared an ark to the ſaving of his houſe ; by the 
bi which he condemned the world. And fo did David, 


Pal. x1. 1. Help, Lord, for, the godly man ceaſeth ;- 


er the faithful fail from among the children of men, 


And the negleck of this has been that which has led,” 


vo many of the godly in all ages, into ſeveral ſteps of the 


the worſt face on them, and in the mean time not 


e Foumbling themſelves and walking ſoftly under their 
„orn. But certainly thoſe whoſe lot it is to live in an 
1) Wuntoward generation, had need to have their eyes in 
r. 


hat they may beware of them. | 

2. He muſt look above him unto God, and take 
b Fuotice, how the courſe of the untoward generation is 
1x | 48 oy diſpleaſing 


1 and bew to be ſaved from . is 
fcarcely ſpeak to them of what is amiſs in their way. 


vay of the untoward generation. I never liked a public 
religion, that was all abroad, and nothing at home, ta- 
len up in cenſuring the faults of others, and putting 


their head, and diſcern what corrupt courſes tend to, - 


46 An untoward Generation chatafterized, © 


diſpleaſing to him; how he is thereby diſhonoured, 
and robbed of his glory, that is due to his name; how 
he is angry with the generation; and what ſigns of 
his wrath do appear, Pfal. Ixix 9. Hab. iii. 16. 
Matth. xvi. 3. God is the Governor of the world, and 
he is not an idſè ſpectator of that which men do on 
earth : ſince he looks to us, let us look up to him. { 
3. He muſt look within him, and behold what un- 
towardneſs is within his own heart, and appears in f 
his own life and way, II. vi. 5. Never man ſhall I | 
fave himfelf from an untoward generation, that does W{ſ % 
not begin here. Here he muſt look, and behold how t! 
be is in danger of being led aſide into the way of the te 
untoward generation, by reaſon of the blindneſs of t 
mind, and untowardneſs of heart and affections with- te 
in his own breaſt. N FEE 
More particularly, if you would ſave yourſelves to 
from an untoward generation, 8 
I. Return unto God by Jeſns Chriſt, in the way 
of the everlaſting covenant held out to you in the go- 
ſpel: For the promiſe is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar of, even as many as the Lord 
our God ſhall call, Acts ii. 30. Be no longer ſtiff. 
necked, but yield yourſelves to the Lord. Take ſal 
vation cloſely to heart now at length, and enter into 
the covenant, ye that are yet ſtrangers to Chriſt. And 
renew your covenant, ye that are the friends of Chriſt, 
He new ſolemn conſent to the marriage-covenant 
ixt Chriſt and your ſouls. And I would advit 
both to do this, with a particular view to your being 
faved from this untoward generation. - Sirs, we ſeen 
to be entering into a cloud, and darkneſs ſeems to be 
coming on: take hold of Chriſt for your guide i 
time, leſt ye be wrapt up in the cloud without a guide 
and there be a fad account of you, and ſuch as yot 
are, ere the darkneſs be over. : 
2. Endeavour cloſe walking with God in your per 
ſonal capacity, as did Noah, Gen. vi: 9. forecitec 
Strive to be acquainted with religion in the life an nd 
| - powe 


# 


day upon the church, it is hard to keep faſt an unſelt 
religion. When the winds of error and deluſion are 
left to blow, the earth, ſea, and trees, there is a ſad 
account of them, Rev. vii. 3. And in a time of com · 


mon calamity, one that carot live by faith, will 


find it hard to live. 
3. Beware of and ſtand at a e from the 5 
ful ways and courſes of the untoward generation: 


Eph. v. II. Have no fellauſbip with the unfruitful = 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them. They 


that will partake of their ſins, muſt lay their account 

to partake of their plagues alſo, when God riſeth up 
. his controverſy. Let it not encourage you 
to fin, that you ſee others generally take a liberty to 
themſelves that way; for by that means you enter in 
to the, conſpiracy againſt God with the multitude; 
and ſhall ſmart with them. If ever you fave yours 


ſelves from this untoward generation, you will be in- 


ſtructed of God as he was, that he /bould nat e in 
the way of this people, I. viii. 11. 
4. Mourn over the ſins of the untoward genera · 


tion, as well as over your on, otherwiſe ye are not 


free of them, Ezek. ix. 4. forecited. Pſal. exix. 136. 


Rivers vaters run > ina mine eyes, ſaid David; 


becauſe they (the wicked) keep not thy lau. Alas! 
this public ſpirit is much gone in our day. God is 


diſhonoured, his name is profaned, his ways, truths, 


and ordinances are trampled upon by an untoward 
generation; and we ſtand by as unconcerned ſpecta · 


tors, or elſe join in the affronting of him. Ah! is 
God our Father? is. Chriſt our elder brother? are we 


on Heaven's ſide? and can we be thus bale-hearted 
in ſuch a caſe? c 


5. Laſtly, Take home Zion 8 * into your oun 
ſoul; and be concerned how it ſhall fare with the 
church and intereſt of Chriſt in this untoward gene · 


ration. There has been much contending in Scot« 
und even unto blood for all. the parts of our cove- 


nanted 
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nanted reformation.” Few .of that generation are to 
the fore now; but we are ariſen a new generation 
that knew not Joſeph, and it is Hike to go to wreck 
among our hands. And it is much to be lamented, 
that profeſſors generally are very eaſy and ſecure up- 
on the matter. I hey ſee not the danger, they per- 
ceive not the weight of the thing, and they will not 
inquire into it. And hence no wonder, that they 
are not employed to wreſtle with God upon it. But 
| this is a day, that calls you to beſtir yourſelves on 
Zion's behalf, and inquire into and inform yourſelves 
of her true intereſts, and the weight of them which 
are at ſtake; leſt ye lay yourſelves open to that, Amos I « 
vi. 1. Wo to them that are at eaſe in Zion. Our Lord tc 
takes notice how men carry themſelves in a time of ii 
his intereſt ſinking, and will ſee to it himſelf in due d 
time; but their caſe is dangerous who ſtand aloof it 
from it, according to what Mordecai told Eſther, 

chap. iv. 14. Far if thou altogather holdeſt thy peace at | G 
. this time, then ſhall there enlargement and deliverance 70 
ariſe to the eus from another place, but e's and thy ge 


n boa Hall be eee wal 


TIL 1 fhall Seen with Gene: motives to tir you 

up to fave yourſelves from. this untoward generation. 
1. The danger of this untoward generation is very 
great; Amos iii. 2. You only have I known of all the 
Families of the earth : therefore I will puniſh you for 
all your iniquities.. For the debt of fin they have en- 
tered heirs to, the breach of covenant with God, the 
blood of the ſaints, and apoſtaſy of the late times, is 
very great and hainous. The multiplied cauſes of 
God's controverſy, ſince the Lord returned the cap- 
tivity of this church, are very many and of a deep 
die. And the ſtroke has been long threatened, and 
of divers kinds, ſword, famine, and peſtilence. 80 
that, in the ordinary courſe of providence it cannot 
m_ to be of extreme weight when it comes. 

2. It ſeems to be making haſte, and to be very 


near, 


R Mi on as LINES 


for their iniquity, in the peſtilence that has fo long 


raged abroad. It is time for us to beſtir ourſelves to 
fave ourſelves from this untoward generation, when 


our neighbours houſe is on fire. Beſides, this unto- 


ward generation are vifibly mending their pace in de- 
parting from God, and are making ſtill quicker and 


quicker diſpatch in filling up the cup of our iniquity. 
And as natural motions increaſe the more, the near- 
er they draw to the centre; ſo the nearer nations are 
to the fatal day of wrath, they make the greater ſpeed 
in pulling 1t down on themſelves. And finally, 'our 


diviſions Tpeak it to be ſo: 4 houſe divided againſt . 


itſelf cannot fland, _ IE IN PR 
3. Laſtly, Now is the time to fave yourſelves. 


God is yet on-a throne. of grace. He is calling to 


you, however far ye have gone bn with the untoward 
generation, now to ſave yourſelves from this unto- 
ward generation. Mates ve 


- 
x 


© and how to be faved from. 4 
near, Deut. xxxii. 35. Their foot ſhall flide in due time: | 
for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things 
that ſball come upon them make haſte. For we ee that 
God is riſen up from his place, to puniſh the nations 
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Far ſhe did nat know that 1 gape her corn, and wine, 
and oil, and multiplied her filver and gold, which 1 
they prepared for Baal. Therefore will I return, It 
and take away my corn in the time thereef, and 1 
vine in the ſeaſon thereq, and will recover my wool 2 


| ns my flax given to cover her nekeqne/r. 8 t} 
. W 

N theſe 'words we have Iſrael's fin and judge- I 6 
ment. ve 


I. Iſrael's fin, want of knowledge; a Gn, though id 
but a want. Men muſt reckon to God for the gifts 

and graces they want, which they are obliged to have, It 
and may have. A heart-ſin: the fins of the heart, W & 
as well as thoſe of- the life, are ruining ; and a dark I to 
heart, as well as a heart rebelling againſt the light, I ho 
1s . In Iſrael's fin obſerye two things. ow 
The object they did not know. In a word, I thi 

ths divine bounty. God had been very kind to them, the 
but they had taken no knowledge of all his kindneſs: ¶ tec 
they were more brutiſh than the ox or aſs, If. i. 3. 
N f x Obſerve, | 
. (J.) The good thingr be. had furniſhed them with; 
=_ and firſt for the body. [I. ] Neceſſaries, corn, where: 


of their bread was made, uſually put for all neceſſa- 
ries. 


* 


* 
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ties. He had watched over the ſeafons, from the 


time it was ſown, till it was gathered in. [z. J Con- 
veniencies; for delight, wine; he bleſſed their vin- 


tage. For ornament, eil, that makes the face to 
ſhine, and which was uſual in their feaſts, Pſal. xxnz. 
Secondly, for the purſe and coffer. 1½, A variety 
of coin of the beſt, /ilver and gold. 2dly, He made 
it increaſe, Heb. He blefſed them in trade, they 
flouriſhed in it; the produce of their country did 


thrive, and brought in to them good prices for- their 


commodities ; ſo that they were a rich people. Thus 
they were in the reign of Jeroboam the Second, the 
moſt flouriſhing time they ever had, 2 Kings xiv- 


But what did they with it? They prepared it for _ | | 


idol; they dreſſed Baal's image with it. | 
(2.) On what terms they were thus furniſhed; on 


free coſt their country was nouriſhed, God gave thetn 
theſe things freely. They bad them by free gift. 


(3.) His liberality. They ſaid, ver. 5. their idols 
gave them bread. Suppoſe it had been ſo, God gave 
them corn, that was more. Their idols gave them 


water, but God gave them wine. And he added 


filver and gold, of which there is no mention in that 
verſe. So God had been 2 2 to them oy their 
idols. 


2. How they did not FOR. b For; Heb; And. 


It is joined with ver. . She hath played the harlot, 


done — and did nat knows They laid ĩt not 


to heart, and practiſed accordingly, te ſerve and 


honour God with his own good gifts, but ſerved their 
own luſts and idols with them, and-diſhonoured him 
thereby. Thus, though they knew that God gave 
them theſe things, in a general ſuperficial way! 82 0 

teckons they did not knoẽõw-w. 
II. Iſrael's judgement; which is propoſed; - = 
1. More generally. Where we have, (r.) The 
beavy turn brought on their condition, IJ vill return, 
i. e. change the way of my diſpenſation to them. 
2 if he * ſaid, Whereas ye had both neceſ- 
E 2 ä facies. 


| T 
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Iſrael's Sin and Judgement, with regard 
to abuſed Mercies, deſcribed, _ 
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Hos EA ii. 8. 9. 
For ſbe did nat know that I gaye her corn, and wine, 
and oil, and multiplied her filver. and gold, which 
they prepared for Baal. Therefore will I return, 
and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my 
_ wine in the ſeaſon thereof, and will recover my wool 


and my flax given to cover her nakedneſs. 


theſe words we have Iſrael's fin and judge- 
ment. | 
I. Urael's fin, want of knowledge; a fin, though 
but a want. Men muſt reckon to God for the gitts 
and graces they want, which they are obliged to have, ¶ It 
and may have. A heart-fin: the ſins of the heart, W d. 
as well as thoſe of- the life, are ruining; and a dark © to 
heart, as well as a heart rebelling againſt the light, W ho! 
is dangerous. In Iſrael's fin obſerye two things. ow 
1. The object they did not know. In a word, the 
the divine bounty. God had been very kind to them, I the 
but they had taken no knowledge of all his kindneſs; I tee 
they were more brutiſh than the ox or aſs, If. i. 3. I 
Obſerve, £3 | 
(I.) The good things he had furniſhed them with; I hea 
and firſt for the body. [I. ] Neceſſaries, corn, where: 4. e. 
of their bread was made, uſually put for all neceſſa : As 
| Ties. 


* 


ties. He had watched over the ſeafons, from the 


time it was ſown, till it was gathered in. [z. J Con- 


veniencies; for delight, wine; he blefſed their vin- 
tage. For ornainent, oi, that makes the face to 
ſhine, and which was uſual in their feaſts} Pſal. xxnz. 
Secondly, for the purſe and coffer. 1/, A. vartety 
of coin of the beſt, filver and gal. 2dly, He made 
it increaſe, Heb. He bleſſed them in trade, they 
flouriſhed in it; the produee of theit eountry did 


e din and e, er Ty 


thrive, and brought in to them good prices for their 


commodities ; ſo that they were a rich people. Thus 

they were in the reign of Jeroboam the Second, the 

moſt flouriſhing time they ever had, 2 Kings xtv- 

But what did they with it? They prepared it for way 

idol; they dreſſed Baal's Ss image with it. | 
(2.) On what terms they were thus furniſhed; 

free coft their country was nouriſhed, God gave Gern 


theſe things freely. They bad them by free gift. 


(.) His liberality. They ſaid, ver. 5. their idols 
gave them bread. Suppoſe it had been ſo, God gave 
tbem corn, that was more. Their idols gave them 


water, but God gave them wine. And he added 


ſilver and gold, of which there is no mention in that 
verſe. So God had dern 2 to them than their 
idols. 

2. How they did not 8 this) 3 Por: Heb; ut 


It is joined with ver. 5. She hath played the harlot, 


done ſbamefully, and did net knows They laid it not 
to heart, and prattifed accordingly, to ſerve and 
honour God with his own good gifts, but ſerved their 
own luſts and idols with them, and-diſhonoured him 
thereby. Thus, though they knew that God gave 
them theſe things, in a general ſuperficial} ways INS 
teckons they did not know. N 

8 Iſrael's judgement; which is propoſed, - 
More generally. Where we haye, (r.) The 
heavy turn brought on their condition, I will return, 
i. e. change the way of my diſpenſation to them. 
2 if he * ſaid, Whereas ye had both” neceſ-- 
E 2 facies. 


-. 
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faries and conveniencies fox the body, I will ſtrip you 
of them both. Tour purſes that were filled, I will 
empty them again; your trade that flouriſhed, I will 


blaſt, and ye ſhall go as faſt down as ever ye roſe. 


Ye {hall have few pennyworths, and what ye have 
ye ſhall get little for them. (2.) The reaſon of it, 
therefore: God will not change his kind way with a 
people, but far good reaſon : ſo when we ſee it fa 
with us, let us fatisfy ourſelves, that there is a cauſe; 
and juſtify God in the blackeſt turn of our lot. In 
this therefare, 

1, There is judgement and indignation. It re- 
ſers to their fin, ver. 8. They knew, nat that I gave 
them: therefore I will A: and take them away. 
They have made an ill uſe of their plentiful proviſion ; 
therefore I will draw their table, and bind them up 
to ſhort commons. 


_ 2dly, There is mercy and love in it... It refers al-. 


ſo to ver. 6. 7. God ſhews there he had a defign of 
love on them, to have, them back to himſelf. That 
they may be made to return, therefore I will return: 
their plenty has been their ſnare, therefore I will take 
it from them, that I may win them back again. 

2. More particularly. He threatens that he will 
leave them neither in chem, nor on them; but ſtrip 

them of all. And, 

' - 1/4, Of their maintenance; — obſerve, (1. 
He aſſerts his property in their corn and wine: The 
corn they have is my corn, the wine my wine, though 
ye call it yours, ver. 5. Though ye have ſown. the 
corn, and planted the vines; and they are come for- 
ward to the time of eating and drinking of them. 
(2.). He threatens to ſeize them accordingly as his 
own, 1 will take away my corn, &c. And who can 
quarrel his taking away his own ?. (3.) The timing of 
the ſtroke. . He will let alone the corn till it be come 
to the hook, yea till it be for leading in, and then 
he will come and take it away in the time thereof, 
when nothing remains but for the huſbandman to en- 


jay 
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joy the fruit of his labour. 80 he will take away the 


wine in its ſeaſon, when it is juſt realy. we 3 


preſs. 


property in the wool. and lint. (2.) For what end he 
gave them them. (3. ) How he will take them away; 


QC 
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recover them as out of the hand of enemies, wrong» . 


ous poſſeſſors, that fed their luſts with them, but 
they ſhall not have them to cover their Weer. 


Ti berefore T wal return, and take away my « corn.— 


and my Wine—. 8 


Three JoQtrines may be obſerved from thefe words 


Doc. I. God will certainly change * way rod 
proſperous impenitent ſinners. | 
Doc r. II. God's taking away the 1 and dedris 


ving men of the uſe of neceſſaries, is the Juli reward 


: of the abuſe of plenty. © 
Doc. IN. God may have a deſign of love in taking 


away his corn from a, finful people, and depriving them 


of ſuch neceſſary mercies and comforts of life. 


1 ſhall explain each of theſe: doarines, and apply * 


them i in order. 


Docr: I. God will I e his way with 


proſperous impenitent ſinners: Therefore I will return. 


in the way of duty to God, God will return in the 
change of his diſpenſation to them, NE r 25 lun 
to go down at noon-day with them. 

The reaſons of this diſpenſation are, 


| 
g 
J 
They may proſper for a while ; but if they return not 
0 


things haſt thou done, and I kept ſilence: thou thoughteſt 


reprove thee, and ſet them in order before thine eyes. 


n He has tried them with proſperity, and that will not 


f, do; he will vindicate his own honour, by taking a 
N- . . contrary 


1. God's honour requires it, Pſal. I. 27. 11 
that I was altogether ſuch a one as thyſelf+ but I wilt - 
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contrary courſe, that all the world may ſee he does 


not approve their way. 


2. It is necefiary to put a ſtop 1 to their progreſs in 
wickedneſs. '-Wicked men, the more proſperous they 
are, the more vile they grow; like a dunghill, the 


hotter the fun ſhines on it, the ranker does it ſmell. 


Proſperity to them is as the wind to the ſeas; the 
ſtronger it blows, the waves rage the more: there- 


fore he will bound it. 


USE. 1. Let not proſperity make. you forget God, 
yourſelves, and duty; and truſt not in the uncertain 
{miles of the world. For the frowns may yet be ag 
heavy, as ever the ſmiles were pleaſant, and things 
may go as faſt wrong as ever they went right 

2. Let no body envy proſperous wickedneſs, Pſal. 


- XxXVii. 1. Fret not thyſelf becauſe of evil-doers, nei 


ther be thou envious againſt the werkers of iniquity, 
It has put good men ſore to it, to ſee deſpiſers of God 
and godlineſs careſſed by outward providence. But 


785 look to the word, and ſee the end; that will be bitter, 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 17. 18. 


Doc r. Il. God's taking away the corn, and depri- 
ving men of the uſe of neceſſaries, is the juſt reward 


of the abuſe of plenty. This will appear, if ye conk- 


der, 

1. That God is a God aelighting in mercy, and 

does not willingly afflict, Lam. iii. 33. There is no 

delight i in the 2 of his creatures to him, Ezek. 

xviil. 23. Juſtice is his act indeed, but his ftrange 

act. It ie with a kind of reluctancy that he KeaChes 

a ſtroke to his people, Hol. xi: 8. | 

2. He has promiſed the contrary eourle to his 
ple walking in his ways, Hoſ. ii. 21. 22. And it 

{bell come ts paſs in that day, 1 will. hear, faith tht 


Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they ſhall hear th 


earth and the earth ſball hear the corn, and the wint, 

and the oil, and they ſball bear Jezreel, It is a gene: 

ral promiſe, Te him that hath * ze given, i e. 
Tb 
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time of evil, and in the time of 
3. He has threatened to puniſh the abuſe of plenty 


The honouring of God with what we have is the way 
to get more; Prov. iii. 9. 10. Honaur the Lord with 


thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt-fruits of all tbine in- 
creaſe : ſa ſball thy barns be filled with plenty, and 


thy preſſes ſhall burſt out with new wine. 

Obiect. But do not even the godly-terider ones 
ſmart in ſuch a caſe? Anſ. Indeed common calami- 
ties on a land or country do not juſt ſelect the ungod- 
by and keep off from godly tender Chriſtians : yet 
the latter have the advantage. There is as much 
guilt on the beſt, even of abuſe of mercies, as will 


juitify God in reaching them a ſhare of the common 


calamity : but they ſhall get it moderated and ſanctiſi- 
ed, and God will bring good out of it to them, Pſal. 


xxXVii. 19. They ſhall not be aſbamed in the evil ſime 
and in the days of famine they ſball be ſatisfied. Ver. 


3. Truſt in the Lord, and da good, fe ſbalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou ſbalt be fed. Noah's 


bouſe and land was overflown with the flood, but God 
provided him an ark. Jeremiah and his remnant _ 


were to fall into the enemy's hand, but the Lord faid 
to him, Verily it ſball be well with thy remnant, veri- 
ly I will cauſe the enemy te entreat thee well in the 
afflictian, Jer. xv. 11. 


with the want of neceſſaries, Deut. xxviii. 47. 48: 
Becauſe thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with joyful- 
neſs, and with. gladneſs of heart, for the abundance of 
all things: therefore ſbalt thou ferve thine enemies 
which the Loxd ſhall ſend againſt thee, in hunger, and 


in thirſt, and in nakedneſs, and in want of all things : 


and he {hall put a yoke of iran upan thy neck,. until he 
have deſtroyed thee. Thus he dealt with a ſinning 
people, Amos iv. 6. I have given you cleanneſs of 
teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all your 
palaces. "The fins of a people in a foregoing time, of- 
ten bring the harveſt. to a ſorry account, If. xvi. g. 
Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of . Fazer, 
the vine of Sibmah : I will water thee with my tears 
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© Heſbben, and Elealeh: for the bout ing for thy 1 
mer-fruits, and for thy harveſt, is fallen. Chap. 
xvii. 11. In the day ſbalt thou make thy plant to grow, 
and in the morning ſhalt thou make thy feed to flouriſh: 
but the harveſt Hall be a heap in The day of grief, and 
of deſperate forrow. And as we hear from the word, 

ſo we ſee it with our eyes at this day. 

Object. But theſe things ſall out of courſe; and 
there have been bad ſeaſons before this, and will be 
after. Anſ. There has ſs; but I know no body who: 
' pretends to have ſeen ſuch a long and fore courſe of 
it at once. Howbeit God has the management of all, 
and known to him are all things from the beginning; 5 
and he has fo ordered the courſe of nature; as to 
ſerve the purpoſe of fulfilling his word thereby: ſo 
that wind and rain are all let out by his order for that 
end, Job xxxvii: 12. 13. 

. Laſtly, It is the taking away from finners that which 
they have uſed to the diſhonour of God; and who 
ſees not that to be moſt juſt? ' Phe corn is the Lord's; 
it is given to the children of men, that they may be 
thereby ſtrengthened to ſerve the Gwer ; and inſtead 
of that they ſerve their luſts with it. 22:40 1 

Usk. Let this ſerve, | 

1. To. convince us of our abuſe of former mercies, 
being the cauſe of this heavy ſtroke in the caſe of the 
harveſt. 'There have been good years; but what 
wonder the Lord return, confidering the unfruitful- 
neſs under the goſpet, abuſe of God's good creatures, 
carnality and worldlineſs, &c. ? 

2. To humble us, as a people againſt whom the 
Lord is thus teſtifying bis difpleaſure, as een abu- 
fers of his goodneſs. 

3. To put us ta juſtify God, and not to fret. He 
is juſt in all that he has done; for we have ſinned. 

Laſtly, To ſtir us up to repentance, to turn to a. 
ſmiting God; that we be not as thoſe who refuſe cor- 
rection. 

Docr. 
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Doc; III. God may have a deſign of love in taking 7 
away his corn from a 2 nful people, and depriving them 
of ſuch neceſſary mercies and comfarts of life. 

1. In the general, chat defign is to cauſe them to 


return to the Lord the firſt Huſband. When che 


Lord was to bring back Iſrael to himſelf from her 
adulterous departures, ſhe is ſtraitened in her provi- 
ons, Hoſ. iii. 2. 3. The ſtraits which the Pon 
met with abroad, occaſioned his coming home, Lu 
xv. And this ſiroke-i is a all to us to return to *. 
God. 
2. More particularly we may conceive that de- 
ſign to be, | 
(45) To teach finners dependence on God in their 
affairs of life, Pſal. cxxvit. 1. Except ihe Lord build _ 
the houſe, they labour in vain that build it: except 
the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in 
vain. | Men may plougb, and ſow, and be at all 
pains, and yet not be ſecure of the crop: for God 
can make the harveſt a heap. Therefore learn that 
it is the Jord, and not your wit and duly; that 
gives power to get wealth.  * 
(2.) To cut off-from them fewel for their luſts, 
Hoſ. ii. 6. I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and 
make a wall, that ſbe ſball not find her paths. Abun- 
dance has been a ſnare to many. And the beſt have 
ſo little {kill to guide wealth, that ĩt is God's goodnelq - 
to many, they are held ſhort by the head. We are 
often with the comforts of 50 world, like a child 
playing himſelf with a knife: he weeps as herried, 
when it is taken away; but it is the father's kind-- 
neſs to the ehild, that 6 will not let him keep it. 
3. To bring them to be more about the throne of 
grace by prayer, and to live more by faith. When 
the ſtreams run full, and there is wealth in the ci - 
ſterns, we are apt to forget the fountain: ſo God 
dries up the ſtreams, gives one ciſtern a. crack. after 
another, and it tuns out, and then the ſoul comes 
away to God for all, Zeph. iii. 12. J will leave in 


the 
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the midſt of thee an affiified and poor people, and they Wl \ 
Jhall truft in the name of the Lord. 1 Tim. v. 5. 80 
their ſouls proſper, though the world proſpers not 
wirh them; while the proſperity of others deſtroys f 
their ſouls. 483970 

4. To enrich them another way, Rom. v. 3. 4. 

5. Tribulation worketh patience; and patience, ex- . 
perience.; and experience, hope : and hope maketh not ll yi 
aſbamed. The wilderneſs-lot is oft- times the moſt 
profitable part of the Chriſtian's 4ot in the world. 

| The molt pathetic moving pſalms of David were 
penned on fuch occaſions. The wilderneſs is often 
God's cloſet, which he takes his people into, Hoſ. 

ii. 14. J will allure her, and bring her into the uil. 
derneſs, and ſpeak: comfortably unto her, or to ber 
heart. And ſome ſharp ttial is the ſignal given 
them to come into the cloſet. The Lord brings them 

into ſtraits, that he may have occaſion to ſhew them 

his love in ſeaſonable reliefs, and that he may enter. 

tain them with the ſweet of the promiſes framed for 
their lot. 1 PR | 2. 

0 _ Uss. 1. Entertain kindly thoughts of the diſpenſa · ¶ 47 
tions of this day, in the Lord's ſo far taking away do 
the corn. The patient believes that the phyſician, m 
opening a vein and taking away ſo much blood, I Jol 

and in adminiſtering a bitter potion of phyſie to him, Il] 6s 

has no ill defign on him: the toward child believes I the 

the father means no ill, but good to him, in correQ- I ner 

ing him. Why ſhould we entertain harſh'thoughts I fic 

of God, in his taking away outward comforts of life! M Ih 
Surely he fees need for it. Without theſe” kindly Me 
thoughts of the divine providence, there is no good 5 

of the trial. | and 

2. Comply with the kind deſign of providence, II. 
Learn dependence on God, mortify your luſts, live 

by faith, and ſee to make ſpiritual advantage of the Ven 
diſpenſation. Return to God who ſmiterh, and I &il 
humble yourſelves under his mighty hand: and il br 

I | | een 
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ye be loſers one way, ye will be {ure to be gainers 
another. 925 * | r tion 7236, 
Laſtly, Rejoice in the Lord, when the creatures 
fail. This was Hebakkuk's exerciſe, and it ought, 
to be yours, chap. iii. 17. 18. Although the fig tres 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſball fruit be in the vines : 
the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the. fields. ſball 
yield no meat, he flock ſball be cut off fram the fold 
and there ſball be no herd in the ſtalls: yet I will ra- 
Joice in the Lard, I will joy in the, God of my ſaluas 


thereof. 


Doc. Cod often ſees it meet to tale away tempo- 
ral mercies, juſt when they. are brought te the point. 


of enjoyment. As if one ſhould cauſe the bread to 


fall out of one's hand, when he is juſt putting it in 
bis mouth. Remarkable to this purpoſe is Hoſ. ix. 
2. The floor and the wine-preſs fball nat feed them. 
and the new wine ſball fail in her; Thus bas he 
done in our caſe. He does it. . 
Reaf. 1. To make the trial ſtrike the more home, 
Job xx. 22. In the fulngſs of his ſufficiency, he ſhall - 
be in traits. The higher mens hopes are lifted up, 


ners need a ſharp awakening, and God. points af+ 
flictions this way, that they may be the more, rouſing, 
The more the mercy is ripened, the loſs is the ſorer, 
and the trial the greater. 033. 3:9 

2. To ttach us that we are always in his reverence, 
and all we have is at all times in his hand, Hoſ. ix. 
11. 12. 4s for Ephraim, their glory h fly away 
like a bird, from the birth, and ſrom the womb, and 
from, the conception, Thaugh they bring up their 
children, yet will I bereaue them that there, ſhall not 
be a man left : yea, wo. al/o.untq them when I depart 


n them. What we have we can ſometimes put 


out 


I will take away—in the time theregf in the ſeaſon, | 


the more piercing is the diſappointment... Secure fin» 
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out of the reach of men our enemies: but nothing 
we have can we put out of God's reach. Therefore 


there is as much need of dependence on God, for 
the corn when it comes to the book, as when i it is 


| fown at firſt. 


3. To puniſh mens "carnal e upon fait. 


appearances. When the creatare blooms fair, men 


promiſe themſelves mighty things on the head of it; 


without dependence on God :. and then à jealous 


God ſtrikes it down therefore in his wrath, Luke xii. 


20. Thou fool, ſaid God unto the rich man, this night 
thy foul ſhall be required of thee ; then whoſe. 7 2 
thoſe things be which thou haſt provided? This is 
applicable to the affair of the blaſted crop. It may 
bud and bloſſom fair whoſe fruit may be- blaſted, 
Hoſ. viii. 7. They have fown the wind, and the y ſhall 
reap the whirlwind : it hath no ftalk : -the bud ſoall yield 
mo meal : if” fo be it yield, the rangers JON nen 
it up. | 
Laſtly, There may be ſome new provocation, be- 
tween the firſt appearance and bringing of the merey to 
perfection, which may procure a turn of the wheel 
of providence. Hence ſaid the Lord to Eli, 1 Sam. 
ii. 30: J ſaid indeed, that thy houſe, and the houſe of 
thy father ſhould wall before me for ever: but now 
the Lord ſaith, Be it far from me ; for them that ho- 
nour me, I will honour, and they that deſpiſe me, ſball 
be lightly eſteemed O how often do we by our miſ⸗ 
carriages ſtop the courſe of our mercies! Things 
go RY -a while: but when men forget God, 
and forget t 
backward caſt. 

UsE. 1. See here the uncertainty of all temporal 
things. One is never ſure of them; there is not one 


ſtage of all the way they come to'us, but they may 
fall in it, and never "riſe again, Hoſ. ix. 11. fore- 
cited. In the bud, bloflom, and fruit too, they are 
liable to blaſting. '' When they are at their vey they 
1 OY ſuffer an «clip: | 


3. 1 


emſelves, God is e N to give 2 
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TiraeÞs Sin and Julgemant deſeribeds., 6% 
2: Be not ſecure when the world ſmiles: che th 
it kalle this moment, it may look ſour the next 
the midſt of its triumphs one may be en en 
Therefore rejoice with trembling: for often hen at- 
fliction ſfrems fartheſt off, the hand is, only, lifted 
back to fetch the greater ſtroke; Job-xxi. 1 3. They 
fend their | PoE mere r 
te = grave,” 5 
How — — deſirable und valuable: 0 
he fo iritual mercies of peace with God, pardon, 
and — life? Theſe are things one may be ſure. 1 
of; the world cannot take them th and God will _ = 
not; For the gifts and calling Cad are without. ”; > 4 
pentance, | Rom. xi. 29. Temporal mercies are a 
crown that common providence may ſet on with its 
hand to-day, and kick off, with its foot to-morrow. 
But ſpiritual privileges are liable to no ſuch uncet- | 
\ WY tainties, Marth. vi. 19. 20. Lay not up br yourjelves 1 
treaſures upon earth, ubere moth and ruſt doth cor - "mn 
rupt, and iubere thieves break throygh and taal! 
But lay up fer. yourſelves treaſures in heaven, bens 'Y 
neither moth nor ruſt death: uh, and where fever | 
do not break through nor ſteal. 


— = 


@__ . — 


4. Let not God's people loſe their hape arid con · 

o Wl fidence in God for a delivery, when their 'caſe is 

-Jeen come to an extremity. There is a counter - part | 

of this diſpenſation, which the peaple-of God often 

meet with, Deut. xxxii. 36, For the ee as \ - 

% peapley and repent himſelf for his ſervants ; when ? 

5 eth that their power is gone, and there it nong 1 

ut ub, or left. It is as eaſy for God to turn 

de wheel of providence the ane way as the otlier; to k 

make night day, as day night; to make the ſun ariſe 1M 

ne at midnight, a8 to "80 coun en Arch, xi. | | 

ay 7. 1, 11 300) eee ; | 

&- Lafthy,: Sit 1 to the wotlds __ becaftdown | | 

re wich its frowns, nor lifted vp. with its miles; but | 

ey lay your e on n 1 in _ one for 1 
Mahn dc br Hon © "OTE | 
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| ler nakedneſs. 


nour of God, but wicked men uſe them as inftru- 


eth, and travaileth in pain together until now: and 
not only they, but ourſelves alſo, which "have" the 


the redemption of our body. 


w 


&2 _ Sin and ae deſoribed. 


7 2 recover my woe and 1 my s fern to cover 


Doc. God's taking away outward mercies „ from 
the 1 * of them, is a neeouerny” them out 4 their 
han 
1. It imports, chat they have bose their right 
to them, and are in a ſenſe violent poſſeſſors of them; 
that a ſtronger than they muſt recover them out of 
their hands. Wicked men have no covenant: right 
to the creatures: but God gives them a providential 


tight to them; and even chat they forfeit ves the 
Lord by their abuſe of tilem. 


| 

1 

2. "The creatures are unwillingly detairidd bl them; | 
and groan to be recovered out of their hands, Rom.; 
viii. 20. 21. The creatures were made for the ho. . 


ments to diſhonour God with: therefore they groan I 4 
as captives and priſoners to be delivered out of their Wl 
hands. Their corn groans from their fields and barns, N jr 
their drink from their cups, their ſilver and gold from I at 
their pockets, for that they ſhould be uſed for the þ, 
maintenance of their luſts: and the godly expreſ te 
their groans as the mouth of the creation, Rom. viii. 
22. 23. For ue know that the whole creation groan 


Ft ſt-fruits of the Spirit, even ue ourſelves groat 
within ourſelves, waiting for the adoption, to uit 


Abuſed mercies are ſtill the Lord's; let men 
uſe them as they will, God has not given up his 
property in them: My corn, wool, | &c. Men ate 
apt to think that they may do with their own what 
they will: but mind, nothing is yours, but in ſuboy 
dination to God. And therefore ye muſt give ac. 
count to God how ye diſpoſe of every meaſure d - x 
your corn, and cup of your drink, every penny of MW ſtate 


: your filver and gold: and as much of theſe-as hai Gio, 


been 


— 


Zfraelt Sin mo ies nile 63 


deen laid out in the ſervice of your luſts, ye hall be i 


made to ſuffer for, as unjuſt en * e wa · 
ſted your Maſter's goods. 


| Lafily, He will — them in again 10 his, own | 
N hand, to diſpoſe. of them another way. They are 
never out of his reach: he can {trip thoſe of them in 


Wl liſe, make wings to them, and cauſe them fly away, 
and leave them nothing, who ſometimes had an at- 
f Wl fluence of all things, whereof every age affords many 
t inſtances. He will ſurely ſtrip them of them at death, 
| W and haſten on their dying day, for to recover his 
0 


mercies out of their hands, Jer. xvii. 11. fs. the 


partridge fitteth an eggs, and hatcheth them not: ſa 
he that getteth riches, and not by right, ſball leave 


y 
le 
n 4 
* 
n 


them, leaving a ſting behind them. Since-God takes 
it on him to recover them, he will do it effectually 


removal will leave behind it. The rich man in hell 
had not a drop of water to cool his tongue: the wine 
be drank plentifully in his faring deliciouſſy every 
day, made this the more bitter. It is nat ſo with the 


their ſober uſe of them, as Job vi. 13. 


ver ſhe did not lies that T gave her corn, . 


are how and confider themſelves to be his debtars for their 
hat I meat, drink, and money, but n 155 them aut on 
of: Wl their lufts and idols. 2 
ac This imports theſe things. | 
ol | 1. Men need theſe things, in this their imperledt 
7 of ſtate in this world. Therefore we are taught to pray, 
has oe us this day our _ bread, In heaventhe ſaints 


cen ; F 2 — will . 


them in the mid/t of his days, and at his end. ſball ws 
Us. Let e of God's zoodneſs hold as Faſt bas: 
they can, their abuſed mercies will be ſure to leave © 
at length: and fince he will take them from them, 
by way of recovery, there is a piercing ſting that the 


godly loſing. their creature-oomforts in the midſt of 


his — God takes ig Anery that men Seni 108 


, 
A. DP 228 OY — 1 


s... SS ICE... E 


P ET ET RS. 09. Crt A... 
— — - . ——_— 


9 
rr , 0 COPS . 
. 9 = T \ 1 
= — n * « _ — 2 _ 2 ” F _ - p 3 
- l — 3 p * 4 = FR OI 2 —— 454 4 2 4 — 
- A 2 8 a . — — _ Ry „ _ — << — ä 3 ä = 


— - 
—— 


64 ue Sin and W de — 


will need none of them: in hell they will not get 2 
drop of water, however much they nerd it. Here we 
muſt have meat and drink for the ſupport of our bo- 
dies: and money is neceflary for eonveniency of life, WF t 
Eccl. x. 19. Mone) anſuereth all things. + , ˖ 
2. God is the grver of them, the meat, the drink, c 
the money. They are all his. So the text, My corn; 

my wine, &c. Hag. ii. 8. The ſiluer is mine, and the 0 
gold is mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. And he gives n 
them to whom, and in what meaſure. he ſees good, tt 
James 1. +7. Every gaad gift, and every perfect gift I y 
is from above, and cometh. down: from the Father of Wl 7 


Hebie. Though men earn them by their labour and I 


induſtry, though they be left them by parents or o- 
ther friends; God is ſtill the giver, as being the firſt ¶ ſt 
eauſe without whom all other could do nothing. at 


g. God requires men to conlider themſelves as bis Ine 


debtors for all, and to behave themſelves acco:dingly, Wl oi 
uſing them all for his honour. Ihis is the burden he 


affects his gifts with, Prov. iii. g. Henour the Lord WY de 


with thy ſubſtance, ans with the firft-fruits of all thine ¶ de 


increaſe. And according as be gives, ſo he requires ſy 
" & proportionable improvement, Luke xix. 13. Oecu - loi 


pytiil Il come. The more liberally God beſtows on If be 
any, the more are they obliged to be uſeful for God, 
Luke xii. 48. For unto whomfoever much is given, of 
him ſhall be much required. 

4. Netwithſtanding corrupt men beſtow God's 
good giſts on their Juſts, James iv. 3. By theſe they 
feed. them, protect and defend them, | againſt God 
and his holy law. The meat, drink, and money, 
are employed that way. One feeds with them a luſt 
of gluttony, another that of drunkenneſs, another a 
luſt of pride and vanity. Many that have the greateſt 
abundance of them ſpend 9 on. harlots. So by 
this means they proclaim. war againſt God, and carry 
it on againſt him with weapons got out of his own 
magazine, James iv. 4. 


5: It us: owing to mens not conbiletiag) that they 
Ale 


- 
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are God's debtors for theſe things, that they dare 

venture to beſtow them on their Jufts. If they laid 

to heart their dependence on him for all they haves | 
BW they would not dare to uſe them to the —— of 
the giver; knowing that he whoſe plenty they abuſe, 
can ſoon bring them to the lack of neteffaries-+ 

6. Laſtly, This is highly provoking in the ſight 
of God. We tan make him no recompenſe for his 
mercies, but ſhall we not acknowledge the receipt of 
them? What he gives us for our neceſſity and con- 
veniency, ſhall we "fe to the diſhonour of his name? 
Do. ye thus requite the Tord, O fooliſh. people and un 
wiſe? Deut. xxxii. 6. 

Usk. 1. See here the true cauſe of the preſent 
ſtroke; how trade comes to be ſo low, money ſcarce, 
and the corns many of them fo far ruined. We have 
not known that God gave us corn, and wine; and 
oil, OC. 

2. Be warned den to conſider, that ye are God's 
debtors for your meat, drink, and money; and; un-  '\ 
der the pain of God's high diſpleaſure; ceaſe to con- f 
c Wl fume them on your luſts. Provoke him not to je- 1 
„ bouſy, as if ye were ſtronger than he: for there will 1 
n be a bitter reckoning for mercies ſo. abuſed. | = 
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God's Diſpenſations towards a froward 
SGegneration deſcribe. 
T 


Preached at ET TRR, March 13. 1728, ens Faſt 
day appointed by the Preſbytery of Selkirk. 


. DEV TERONOMY Xxxii. 20. 


And he ſaid, IF will hide my face from them, I will ſee 
what their end ſhall be: for they are a very fra 
"ward generation, children in whom is no faith. 


HIS ſong, after the introduction, ver. 16. 
4 ſets forth God's ſpecial favours to Iſrael in an- 
cient and later times, ver. 7.— 14. Ifraels ingratitude MW ! 
to and apoſtaſy from God, ver. 1 bee He in- 
ſtances particularly in their ſenſuality and idolatry. 
Then follows God's juſt reſentment of their apoſtaſſ. 't 
Inſtead of delighting in them, he diſdains them; in- 
ſtead of his former favours to them, he will turn a: 
way from them and leave them. ( 
In the words we have two things. | 
1. A reſolution taken in heaven againſt them, Au, £ 
he ſaid, I will hide my face from them; and what Gol 7 
lays muſt ſtand, he will not unfay it again. And 


two things he is reſolved on againſt them. 
J [..) That he will hide his face from them, Heb / 
4 cauſe to hide, pointing at a vail he would draw be. «. 


_ tween him and them, which they ſhould not be abt 
to remove, His hiding his face from them, is tht 
withdrawing of the tokens of his favour, and 2 

| Es 88 ſuſing 


Ra 


Gocke Diſpenſations towards,” &c. 6 
fuſing” them his Oey as one wroth with 
them. 

(25) That he workl fee nd eme what their nd 
or latter part would be. + The former part of their 
time had been x time of much kindneſs ſhewn to 
them from God, and bale ingratitude to God in them. 
Now: he reſolves to withdraw his fayours; let them 
alone, and fee what they will make of the latter * 


_ proceed with them- accordingly. 


The reafons juſtifying this Noten | 
425 ) They were a froward generation, very Fro 


ward, a generation of perverſeneſſes; whatever way 


God would draw them, they would ſtill turn the 
contrary, and would not be managed. 

(2.) They were a faithleſs generation; n 1 75 
children, and ſons, by an external federal adoption, 
there was no truſtineſs in them; they would ſay and 
unfay, no ties would bind them; they were falle and 


fickle, and ſtill played faft.and looſe. The firſt rea - 


fon ſeems ſpecially to relate to the firſt part of the 
reſolution; and the ſecond to the ſecond part of ĩt. 

We may take up the en of theſe worde: in 
for: points of doctrine. | e 


Doc. I. E may be the juſt chataBier of @ genera- 
tion of the church, that they are a a end ge- 
nerat ion. 


Doc r. II. 4 holy God will hide it face From a fe- 


ward generation. 


Doc. III. God, Ang his Ps 2 4 froward 
generation, waits to ſee what ifſue they will bring it 
to, that he may take courfe with them accordingly. © - 
Docr. IV. bat provokes God ta deal thus with 
a generation, is their being children in whon is: ns © 
faith, men profeſſing the true religion, and yet fe falſe 
as that they are not to be trufted. 


I ſhall endeavour to explain and apply each of theſe 
Meme in order. | 
| K * Þ- 
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holineſs; being ſet not only to take their will in their 
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Doc. I. It may be the juſt character of a'genere- 
tion of the church, that they are a very enn Sener 
ration. This is the juſt character, 

1. Of a generation deaf to the calls of the word, 
not to be wrought upon by the offers of the goſpel, 
nor the terrors of the law, Matth. xi. 17. God calls 
finners to turn from their fin, holding out the arme 
of his mercy to embrace them; ſtretching out the fla«. I | 


ming ſword of his juſtice to fright them; the one in 


the goſpel-promiſes, the other in the law-threaten- 
ings. But they go on frowardly. ä 
2. An incorrigible generation, whom the kindneſs 
of God in his providence to them will not draw to 
repentance, and Who go on wilfully in their ſinful 
courſes over the belly of correction, and the rebukes 
of providence they meet with, Rom. ii. 4. Deſpiſei 
thou the riches of bis goodneſs and forbearance, and 
long-ſuffering, not -knowing that the gaadneſi of God 
teadeth thee to repentance? Jer. v. 3. Thou haſt 
fericken them, but they have not grieved ; thou haſt 
conſumed them, but thiy have refuſed ts receive cor ree« 
tibn « they have made their faces harder than a rock, 
they have refuſed to return. In the one, finners de- 
ſpiſe his favour; in the other, they defy his feud. 
Let him ſay and do what: he will to them, they will 
have their ſwing, coſt what it will, Jer: ii. 25. 7 have 
loved ftrangers, and after them will I go. 
3. A generation impatient of check. and. control, 


, Eg 


Hof. iv. 4. Let no man rive, nor reprove another: plc 
for thy people are as they that frive with the prieſt. A 
They ſcorn to be hedged in within the bounds ſet . 
them by the law of God: the, more they are ſtriven 
againſt, the more do their luſts rage, the more are * 
their corruptions irritated. 't'o offer to dam then . 
up, is to provoke them in effect to go from evil to 95 

re 


worſe: their wickedneſs comes down like an over- 
flowing flood. K | 
4. A generation turning its s edge e truth and Ne 


dun 


| e 5 69 


own courſes, but to run down religion, and, what has 

the ſtamp. of divine approbation on it, Luke xi: 52. 

Wo unto you, lawyers : for ye have taken away t he hey 

of knowledge : qe entered not in yourſelves," and them 

I that were entering in, ye hindered. Not only they 
vill not be managed chemſelves by the divine coun- 


cel, but they wage war againſt truth and ſeriouſneſs; "AY 


chat they mp get them driven out from the; genera, 
tion. 
| Uses. And is not this the juſt — — of the pre 
ent generation? How. fruitleſs. is the preaching of 
the goſpel among us? how little valued are the ter- 
tors of the law? The kind caſts of providence in ſig- 
nal deliverances, the awful rebukes of providence which 
the land and particular perſons have ſmarted- under, 
are both neglected. The generation in church and 
ſtate, in cougtegations and families, are paſt ſtriving 
with in hopes of any amendment, Hoſ. ir. 4. foxeci- - 
ted. Secret ſighing and mourning over tha caſe be- 
bore the Lord, is the great thing that is left for Zion's 
mourners, Jer, xiii. 17> But i; ye will not hear it, my: 
fot ſhall: weep in fecret places for pour pride, and 
mine eyes ;/ball weep. ſore, and run down: with tears. 


Bo. >a DD RcOwyy T7 


11 Wl profaneneſs./ The precious truths. of the goſpel are 
ve veproached and deſpiſad; and while there is an inun- 

 Wation of immorality in pracfi ice, there is à bringing 
ol, Tin 2 Chriſtleſs morality. in doctrine, inſtead of the. 
„ orious goſpel of the grace of God. What is to . | 
F N of theſe ne "Ways „ tr er ee 


* oer. H. A bahn Gd will hide n face from free 
vard generation. This ſpeaks two | 
1. God's diſpleafure with ſuch a generation, 1. 
hii. 17. For the. iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I 
wroth, and ſinate him: I hid me, and was wrath, and 
uent on frowardly in the way of. his hearts Hows. 
ver they may be pleaſed with themſelves and their 
wi condition, God. is highly diſpleaſed with them y 
TEST i 7 An 


And truth and holineſs is run down with errot and. | 
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day of their calamity. 
to him which they ſometimes had; one does'he appr 


40 * God's Diſpenſations \towards > 


and they will find it to their coſt at long · run. A fros 
ward generation is a generation of God's wrath. Men 
may put fair colours on their apoſtaſy, to bring them« 
ſelves and others into a liking of their courſes; bug 
God will not be mocked.” 

2. God's diſdain andloathing of ſuch a generation, 
Deut. xxxii. 19. 20. And when the Lord faw it, he 
#bhirred them, becauſe of the provating of his ſons, 
and of his daughters. And be ſaid, 4 will hide my 
face from them, I will ſee what their end Hall be: Jo 


they are a very frowerd generation, children in whom 


is no faith. Sinners pride themſelves in their abomi- 
nations, as if they would cope with heaven; but God 
diſdains them as contemptible wretches, whom he 
ean in a moment cruſh in pieecs. © They pleaſe them- 
felves wallowing in the mire of their courſe of apoſta- 
fy; but God loaths them as abominable 1 in his eyes. 
And it imports two things. 

1. His withdrawing the formes. CPI fa- 
vour from them; the light of his countenance that 
ſometimes ſhined, goes-down on them; and the bea- 


vens lour on them, however earth may ſmile, Jer. 


xv. 9. She that hath born ſeven, languiſbeth: fhe hath 
given up the ghoſt, ber fun is gone daun « while n 


was yet day. Heaven's favour and ſmiles put a 


crown on the head of a generation; but a froward 
generation, ungrateful for them, ee God to 
put a ſtop to the courſe of them. 

+ 2. His turning his back on them, departing, and 
forſaking them. A froward generation 'firſt turns 
their back on God, neglecting to walk in his. ways, 
Fer. ii. 27. They have turned their back unto me, and 
not their face; 2 then God pays them home in 
their own coin, turning his baek on them, Jer. xvii. 
17. Iuill ſhew them the back, and not the face, in tht 
So that they have not the accels 


for them, as ſometimes he did. 


 Use. Is not this the very * we are in at x at this 
'S : a7 


day, with reſpect to heaven? God has hid his face 
from the generation. He 4s evidently diſpleaſed with 
us, and loaths us. Where ate the former tokens. of 
his favour and preſence among us? Lock to ordi · 
nances, and our dead and lifeleſs aſſemblies; look to 
the ſeveral corners of the land, and the name of the 
whole may be chabod, for the glory is departed... It 
has been theſe 2 years a- departing, and grows al- 


ways leſs and leſs, e ther wah farther. And | 


this brings me to, 


Doc r. Ul. God, ding his face bunt a eva 


generation, waits ts ſee what. iſſue they will a, je 
to, that he take courſe with them accordingly... 
will /2 what their end will be. 

This i is __ be N Lord, and implies three 
things. MIL 

1. God will give pk head. They are froward, 


and will not be managed by him; he will not ſtrive | 


with them as he has done, but he! will give them head 


to take their courſe; and follow; their mark, as he 


did with Iſrael of old, Pfal. Ixxxi. II. 12. My, people 
would not hearken to my voice «and H{rael would none 


of me. So 1 geve them up unto their own hearts luſt: - 


and hes walked in their own. counſels. The farther 
linners go in apoſtaſy from God, they find their way 


the plainer, and not ſo mal cubs in it as they met 
with at the firſt. 


2. He will narrowly. mark every ſlep which they 


take, when they have gotten their will, though he 


do not preſently tell them of it, nor ftrive with them 
to hold them in, Amos viii. 7. The. Lord hath fwarn 
by the excellency of Facob, Surely I 'will never forget 
any of their works. They could not endure. his be- 


ing a monitor, and a reptover to tbem: he will let 


it alone, and be only à ſpectator, but not an idle 
ſpectator, but one that will lay up every article in 
order to count and reckoning in due time, Deut. 
uxii, 34. 35. I not this laid up in fore with mey and 
| ; : Jun. - | 


2 froward Generation" deſtribed. . 7% | 


— 


 fealed up * 19 treaſures ? Ju me e vex · 


the Lord held his church ſhort by 


And if it be ſo, God pity them that will live to ſet 
that the apoſtaſy will be brought to, and the judge 


geance, aud recompenſe, their foot Mall flide in due 


time : for the day of their calamity it at band, and 


the things that Jhall come upon them make has. 

They will bring the matter at that rate to a mix 
ſerable iſſue, II. lvii. 17. forecited. They will go 
from evil to worſe. And fo they did, till they eruci- 
fred the Lord of glory, perſecute d his followers, and 


turned downright blaſphemers, and God rejected 


them and cut them off, Deut. xxxii. 21. They baue 


moved me to jealouſy/ with that which is not God, they 


| 
| 
have provoked me 10 anger with their vanities: Wl * 
and J will move them to jealouſy with theſe which are ll © 
not a people, I will proucte them te anger with a aol. 
i/b nation. Thus ſinners, having provoked” God to 
give them head, go on to ſuch a piteh / of apoſtafy and 
wickedneſs, as will juſtify before all the moſt 4 ere 
proceedings againſt them.” 
sk. Alas! this ſeems to be t too e dicheinhe i 
caſe of this church and land at this day, and of 
many particular perſons in it. In former generatiom 1 
the head: and be WY,” 
cauſe they could never hold right long, they got mw WW, 
Jong reſt ordinarily, but were thrown into the fup Py 
nace to purge them. But now the reſt-which thi 
generation” has got, ear on the borders of-forty 
years; and we have hen long going wrong, and 
ſtill our peace is preſerved; and always che longa 
the farther, and the caſe the more hopeleſs. S0 it 
looks as if God, having given the generation head . 
were even ſeeing what iſſue they will bring it to; | 


the end of it; for it will be dreadful firſt in the-pitci 


ment which will follow it. And 4 will it Se in the 
caſe of particular perſons. pans 


DocrT.'IV,-What provokes Cod to 6 thus 4 | 
a EI is their being children in whan it 1 


faith 


faith, men profeſſing the true religion, and yet ſo falſe 
as that they are not to be truſted. 'This we may 
take up in theſe two things. e 


| 1. Their being men who cannot be bound to their 


* 


duty by the moſt ſolemn and ſacred engagements, 
but ſay, Let us break their bands aſunder, and caſt 
away their cords from us, Pal, ii. 3. | 


they make, lie to God and man, will fay well at a 
time, but in practice do not mind nor regard what 
they ſo ſaid; Jer. ii. 20. Thou /aidft, I will not tranſ- 
greſs : when upon every high hill, and under every 
green tree thou wandoreſt, playing the harlot. ” 

Usk. Now whether God is ſeeing what our end 
will be, ſure this is the cafe of this generation, chil- 
dren in whom is no faith, Our ſolemn national co- 
yenants with God, the conſcience of them is gene- 


be ue felt by very few, the ſenſe of them being deadened 
| © by contrary practices, laws, and oaths. Sacramens 
tal engagements to duty in our baptiſm and at the 
Lord's table, are too weak to bind moſt of thoſe that 
be bare taken them on to a tolerable Chriſtian walk; 


hy vut they carry as if they had been engaged to ferve 
* the devil, the world, and the fleſh. And with ma- 
tun Way marriage is but a jeſt, and their marriage-vows 
1 ae to them but as ropes ot (nd, whence theſe lands 
a" Ware filled with vile adulteries. Men profeſs to know 
ade cod, dut in works they deny bim. There is no 
2 ; ruth left among men, and common honeRy is turn- 
angel rare. There is no truſting of mens words or prote- 
| 2 ſations, and hardly their oaths. "The maſter cannot 
we ruſt the ſervant, nor can one neighbour truſt ano- 
Pr ther ; for it is rare to find a perſon,” that will not 
hes acrifice truth and faithfulneſs to their own intereſt, - 


ne of theſe things be? 
11 8 | * 0 © 


2. Perſons who, in their profeſſions of duty which 
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rally worn out at this day, and the ſacred ties of them 


do that the character of the generation maybe, Ch, 
wen in whom there is no faith. And what will the 
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The certain, though ſlow, Accompliſh- 
ment of threatened Judgements. 


TS A | 
FFT 


Preached at ET TRICk, on a congregational Faſt 
day, February 26. 1729. 


| * 
. EZEKIEL Xii. 23. 


Say unto them, The days are at hand, and the eff 
| of every viſion. 5 


HIS is a meſſage from God, and a heavy one, 
to the Jews, who being often threatened, and 
et ſpared- from time to time, were like to tum 
infidels to all Heaven's threatenings, and to make: 
jeſt of them. It conſiſts of two parts. : 
1. They were to be affured, that now at length 
the days of threatened wrath were at hand. Th 
days are at hand, He have come near. Of theſe 
days four things are to be obſerved. (1.). They 
were days of wrath, wherein they were to get ſuch 
a ſtroke as they had never got ſince they ſettled in 
Canaan, viz. the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the 
laying the land deſolate of them by Nebuchadnez: 
zar. Of theſe days they had long been forewarneg 
particularly by Jeremiah and Ezekiel. (2.) The 
had been long put off, from the time that the Lol 
began to threaten them; ſo long that it was turnel 
to a proverb, a profane jeſt, The days are prolength 
ver. 22. Heb. will be long a-coming. There is 10 


appearance of them, for all that the angry prophet 
* ale 
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about them: if they come at all, and do not blow 
by, they are not like to eome in our time. (3.) Though 
they were ſlow in their motion, they were neither 
flack nor fleeping z they have come near, they have 
been ſtill advancmg. (4-) Their preſent ſituation; 
they were now near at hand. If ye atk, how near they 
were then? They were within three years of their 
beginning, Ezek. viii. 1. with 2 Kings xxv. 1. And 
that the Lord would have them to reckon near. 
2. They were to be affured, that in theſe days all 
ſhould come on together; And the effect of every viſion. 
It imports'two things.  (1.) That every viſion ſhould 
have an effect. The prophets. had got. ſeveral viſions 
of wrath on Jeruſalem, of war, famine, ſword, and 
21 captivity, which they had revealed to the people. 
hut they were fo long delayed as to accompliſhment, 
that they began to ſay, Every viſion faileth, ver. 22. 
Now aſſure them, faith God, they ſhall every one 
have their accompliſhment,. and not one of them miſ- 


in theſe days, and ſo all theſe miſeries ſhould come 
on together: The ect of every viſion is as at hand. 
180 The ſubſtance of theſe words may be gathered up 
Jin the following doctrine. 8 555 

Che Docr. Days of threatens} wrath lang delayed come 
ſh ear to breaking out at length, on an impenitent people: 


ed n nd when they ds break cut, they are very ſore, alt 
1 the ming on together. N 


— 


= For the firſt part of chis doctrine, I ſhall, | 
We . why days of threatened wrath are long de- 
| aye . | , | : | 
— II. Conſider theſe days of threatened wrath co- 
age ming near at length to breaking out bn an impeni- 


tent people. 
II. Apply. 


The certain, though flew Accompliſbment, &c. 75 
are always ſaying, and all the noiſe they have made 


un carry. (2.) That every viſion ſhould have an effect 
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56 De certain, though flow. Accompliſbment 
I. I ſhall ſnew why days of threatened wrath are 
long delayed. N As 
1. Becauſe the Lord will give finners ſpace to re- 
pent, 2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord is not flack concerning 
his promiſe, as ſome men count flackneſs ; but is hong- 
ſuffering to us-ward, nat willing that any ſbauld pe- 
riſb, but that all ſbould come to repentance. The 
* barren fig-tree, after the order to cut it down, gets 
another year's digging and dunging, Luke xiii: 8. . 
Who knows what a little ſpace may do to ſome, and 
what brands may. be plucked out of the fire, while 
the Lord delays to ſtrike? The axe lay at the root of 
the tree of the Jewiſh church, from the death of Chriſt, 
forty years, ere it was, cut down: and in that time 
many were converted, that would have been cut off 
in their fin, had it come ſooner. It bas been about 
as long ſince the revolution, 'and many have been 
brought to Chriſt during that period. £ 
2. Some ſuch as will never be bettered, are ſpared 
For the ſake of elect ones in their loins. The genera- 
tion that came out of Egypt were a generation of 
wrath; bur God made not. a full end of them, till 
there was a generation come of them that might poſ- 
ſeſs the promiſed land. So the wrath may be delayed 
for the fake of a generation yet unborn, as a woman 
with child is reprieved pn account of the fruit of her 
-womb, Matth. xxiv. 22. A 350 
3. Becauſe the Lord may have ſome of his own to 
take out of harm's way before the ſtroke comes, Ii. 
Ivii. 1. The righteous periſbeth; and no man layeth it 
to heart; and merciful men are taken away, none con- 
ſidering that the righteous is taken away row the evil 
ta come, The angel that came to deſtroy Sodom, 
could do nothing till Lot was in Zoar, Gen. xix. 22. 
Good Joſiah behoved to be out of the way before the 
Babyloniſh captivity z and Methuſelah before the de- 
luge. 
17 The Lord even grants ſomething to the prayers 


Var 


of bis people in this caſe, Luke xiii. 8.9. in the cal g, 
0 


n 


8 


« 


MESS 
of the barren fig-tree, Deſolating ſtrokes uſe not to 
come on, till there is a reſtraint of the Spirit of prayer, 
with the Lord's people, for averting the ſtroake. 
5. Laſtly, For the Lord's name's ſake, If. Xlviii. . 
For my name's ſake will F defer mine anger, and for 
my praiſe will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee: not 
He will have his proceeding againſt a finful ge- 
neration clear and unexceptionable : and the delay 


proclaims God's patience and long-fuffering, and 


teaves them inexcuſable. The longer it is a- coming, 
God's patience appears the more. 603 2 OO 


U. We wilt conſider theſe days of threatened wraths 


coming near at length to breaking out on an impeni- 
tent people. This implies, e e | 
1. That wrath delayed is not therefore laid afide. 
A generation continuing impenitent, keeps in the 
fire of wrath, that it goes not out, howbeit it is for a 
while kept back from conſuming them. Sins national 


and perſonal are a debt that will not die out through 


time. Wrath hangs ſtill in the threatening, as in a cloud 
that will break at length, if repentance prevent not. 
2. Even while it is deferred, it is making ſpeed 


forward, 2 Pet. ii. 3. Their judgement now ꝙ a long 


time lingereth not, and their damnation ſlumbereth not. 
The Lord fees impenitent ſinners day coming, though 
they will not ſee it, Pſal. xxxvii- 13. There is a time 
ſet for it as the due time, and no time is loſt, what- 
ever are the delays, but it makes haſte, Deut. xxxii. 
35. Their foot ſhall flide in due time: for the day of 


their calamity ts at hand, and the things that ſball 


came upon them make haſte. © 


— 


3. The longer they are delayed, they are the ncar- 8 


et hand; ſo that when the impenitent generation has 
moſt loſt ſight of them, they are hard at their heels, 
1 Theff. v. 3. For when they ſhall fay, Peace and ſaje- 
ty; then ſudden deſtruct ian cometh upon them, as i- 
vail upon a woman with child; and they ſhall not e- 
ſeape. © So in the text, The days-are-at hand, and the 
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of threatened Tudgements. 77 
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18 De certain, though ſlaw Accompliſbment 
efet of every viſian. For ſinners turn ſecure upon 
the delay; but in the mean time the longer they have 
been horne with, they have the leſs-reaſon to be ſe- 
nn, 0 TIRE | EE Sh $5654 Fnimag 

1, Such a cafe is a very deſperate caſe, God's 
forbearance leading men to a ſecure contempt of him, 
inſtead of repentance, Rom. ii. 3. 4. Deſperate is 
the caſe when the remedy uſed ſerves but to increaſe 
the diſeaſe. That calls 2 cutting off. 
2 qadiy, Abuſed patience turns always to fury at 
length, Ezek. xxiv. 13. In thy filtbineſs is lewaneſs : 
becauſe I have purged thee, and thou waſt not purged, 
thou ſhalt nat be purged fram thy filthineſs any more, 
till I have caufed my fury to reft upan thee. It is dans 
gerous to play with the patience of God; for fury 
will take its turn when men are not aware, and pa- 
tience muſt end ſooner or later with them. | 

Laſtly, It is neceſſary for the honour of God. The 
world would turn downright Atheiſts, if God did not MY 1 
fome time baffle their vain hopes of impunity, and 
ſhew that he has not forgot their miſdemeanors, Pal. 
J. 21. Thoſe things haſt thou done, and I kept ſilence: 
t hau theughteft that I was altogether ſuch a one as 
thyſelf: but I will reprove thee, and ſet them in order 
before thine eyes, Pal. lviii. wit. Verily there ts a re- 
ward for the rightequs ; verily he is a Ged that judgeth 
in the earth. | : 


Usgz. As we have been long threatened with day n 
of wrath that are ſtil] delayed, while in the mean time v 
the generation is going on impenitently in their courſe, iſ 
we have ground ta reckon that theſe days are come t 
near at length to breaking out on us. 'Fhere are four © he 
things that deſerve our ſerious conſideration here. ſh 

1. That it is long ſince there was a flaming contro: qt 
verſy with this land laid, which in the ordinary me- fo: 
thad of providence. cannot miſs to be purſued with 17 
fignal judgements. That was in the days of ohr fa no 
thers, when ſolemn national covenants for reforma - ¶ he 

| | coal 


of tbreatened Judgement. 79 

tion being entered into, with uplifted hands unto 

God, and reformation was accordingly advanced to a 

very conſiderable degree; they began at firſt to be 

falſe and fickle in God's. covenant, and at length all 
| of a ſudden, as if ſtruck with, a frenzy from hell, 
; they openly and avewedly broke and burnt their co- 
l venant with God, pulled down and razed their re- 
formation, and for about twenty-eight years raged in 

oppreſſion, perſecution, blood, and death againſt 
t thoſe who adhered thefeto, and would not join them | 
: in their apoſtaſy. Reflecting on this we may ſay, 9 
„ball not the Lord viſit far theſe things ? ſball nat hit 
„hu be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? Jer. ix. 9. = 
That controverſy has ſwept away the race of the name 
of our kings that did it, off the throne; it has turned | 
- Y our parliament that joined them with their authority, = 

out of their houſe and honour, fo that we have no 
je more a Scots parliament either to do good or evil; and 
ot it is to be feared, it will ſoak our land and people in 
d blood next in their turn. e a 
l. 2. I can ſay from perſonal knowledge, that, for 


: more than forty years, the Lord has put it in the 55 | 


hearts and mourhs of bis miniſters, that that con- 


er uoverſy would be viſited on this land with fearful 
> ftrokes, And for all that is yet come and gone, the 
th effect of theſe viſions ſeems not to be come yet. I 
own that what I heard many years ago of this nature, 
when miniſters had more of the Spirit with them than 
ys now, being brought out of a hot furnace of trial, has 


weight-with me. | 


ſc, 3. Often during that time, eſpecially within theſe 

me I twenty years, has the black cloud hovering over the 

our head of this land, been at the point of breaking, and 
ſhowering down upon us; and yet has been either 


ro- quite diſpelled without any ſeathe at all, or only with 
ne- ſome drops falling, as in the caſe of the rebellion in 
vith 17156. By all which God has teſtified that h& did 

fa- not forget the controverſy, though time after time 


he has delayed the thorough pleading of it. 
L : | 4. And 
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4. And now we have ſeveral ſhrewd ſymptoms that 
the days-are near to break out upon us, to avenge the 
quarrel of his covenant, upon a generation that have 
entered themſelves heirs to the iniquity of their fa- 
thers by a. courſe of continued apoſtaſy. 

It is childith and unſcriptural to ſay, that thoſe who 
entered into and ſo avowedly broke that covenant, are 
moſtly away now: what way can the controverſy af- 
fect us? For no generation can go back from purity 
and reformation attained by their fathers, but upon 
their peril; and ſo far as they infiſt in the ſteps of 
their backſliding fathers, they juſtify them in their 
backſlidings, and ſo enter themſelves heirs to their 
fin, and conſequently to their judgements. The co- 
venant made with the Gibeonites in Joſhua's time, 
was binding in the days of Saul, and the ſlaughter 
made of them in the days of Saul contrary to that co- 

venant, the land ſuffered for it many years after that 
in the latter end of David's reign, 2 Sam. xxi. The 
blood of Abel came on the generation that crucified 
Chriſt, Matth. xxiii. 35.5 and to the Jews in Jere- 
miah's days the Lord faith, They are turned back to the 
iniquities of their forefathers, whith refuſed to hear 
my words ; and they went after other gods to ſerve 
them: the houſe of 1ſrael and the houſe of Fudah havs 
broken my covenant which 1 made with their Falken, 
Jer. xi. 10. 

Sympt. 1. From fearful lengths of apoſtaſy in prac- 
tice, the very principles of religion have got a root- 
ſtroke in our day. Profaneneſs and immoralities have 

hugely increaſed to the filling of the land with oppteſ- 
fion and fraud, ſo that common honeſty is rare to be 
Is met with; with luxury, ſenſuality, ſwearing, perju- 
* ries, till the ſenſe of oaths is like to wear out; with 
; fornications, whoredams, and adulteries, ſo that I ed 
doubt if marriage was ever ſo contemptuoulſly treated I 74: 
= inkhis land; with contemptof religion and ſeriouſneſs, 
= ſo that it is become faſhionable to deſpiſe. it. Refor- I Cr 
—_ mation 1s out of ſight, head, and heart, and _—_ Inc 
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ceeded to a caſting off che covenants for it in prin- 


ciple, and a caſting dirt on the faces of our zealous 


forefathers, as unenlightened in che matter. Yea and 
the root of Chriſtianity has been ſtruck at, by calling 


in queſtion the neceſſary exiſtence and independency 


of Chriſt the great God our Saviour, It is true,. our 
church has teſtified her diſpleafure with the men that 
have given theſe bold ſtrokes : but they ceafe not 
for all that to be fad ſymptoms of wrath. . So it was 
with the Jewiſh church before their deſtruction. 


Symp. 2. In the mean time the pillars of the land _ 


fail. Many mournery in Zion and wreſtlers are taken 
away by death. The generation of profeſſors is ex- 
ceeding naughty, their converſation generally ſtum- 
bling and offenfive, fitted to expoſe religion to the 
contempt of others, and to fright, them at it, turn- 
ing religion into mere ſhew and talk, without any 
tolerable regard to the duties of morality; ſo that we 
may ſay, O that I had wings like a dove, for then 
would 1 flee away, and be at reſt ; and, Oh, that 
my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that 1 might weep day and night for the /lain 
of the daughter of my people ! And finally, there is 
2 decay and damp on the ſpirits of the truly-godly, 
that they are ſighing and going backward, in worſe 
caſe at this day to meet with trials than ſeveral years 
2g0. | . 
Sympt. ult. We are far on in the time of the delay, 
and the controverſy is {till ſtanding and increaſing. 
Therefore we may conclude, that the. days are near, 
and the effect of every viſian. 8 


The laſt branch of the doctrine is, When threaten- 
ed wrath long delayed does break out, the days of it are 
readily very fore, all coming on together.. For, 

1. The grounds of the controverſy are always in- 
creaſmg with an impenitent people ſpared. . As the 
lnow-ball the farther it is rolled, and the water the 


„ 
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farther it runs, is the bigger; ſo when all comes to 
be laid together, it makes {welling accounts. 


2. As lin increaſes wrath increaſes,” Rom. ii. So 


the longer judgemert is a-coming, dt is the ſorer 
when it comes. When God enters on the plea, he 
purſues for both principal and intereſt together. Hence, 

3. The ſtroke in that caſe is ſudden, fore, and of 
various kinds, Like a water long dammed up, break- 
ing out at length, it comes down. ſuddenly, and | over- 
flows all its banks. 

Repent therefore, and betake yourſelves to Jeſus 
Chritt, if ſo be ye may be hid in the day of the Lord's 
anger. Sinners day wilt come at length, and a lad 
reckoning they will have. 

But come what will come, let not the godly de- 
ſpond. In the ſoreſt days, it /ball be well with the 
righteous. See a ſtrange word, Luke xxi. 25. 28. 
And there ſhall be ſigns in the ſun, and in the moon, 
and in the ſtars ; and upon the earth diſtrefs of nations, 
with perplexity, the ſea and the waves roaring, &c. And 
when theſe things begin to come to paſs, then look up, 
and lift up your: heads ; for your redemption draweth 
nigh. What though there ariſe a ſtrong wind, rend- 
ing the mountains, and breaking the rocks in pieces, 
and. after that. an earthquake, and after that a fire; 
the Lord may be coming after all in a ſtill ſmall voice, 
as he did in Elijah's time, 1 Kings xix. 11. The 
Lord may bring on the heavieſt judgements on -opr 
land, nay even make it nearly deſolate, yet out of 


the ruins of the whole, he may rear up a ſtately build- 


ing to himſelf, and give to ſuch as ſhall ſurvive _ 
deſolating ſtroke to ſee 88 days. 
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JexEnran xlv. 5. 


And Rebe thou great EA for thyſelf ? ſeek them 
not; for behold, I will bring evil upon all fleſh, 


. ſaith the Lord: but thy life will I give unto thee for 


. © prey in all places whither thou geſt: 


— 


Rovidence i is viſibly frowning on the land at this - 

day, and on the country, inſomuch that few or 
none of us all have miſſed of theſe frowns, one way 
or other. Our great duty is to ſuit our ſpirits to the 
diſpenſations of the day. And the voice of God. to 
each of us ſeems to be that in the text, Ant ſebeſt thou 
great things for thyſelf ? &c. O that we were as ſure 
of the well-grounded application 'of the latter part, 
as we are of the former. 

This is a part of God's meſſage to Baruch, a well- 
inclined pious young man, ſetting out in the world. 
He was Jeremiah's ſcribe, and read the roll, chap. 
Xvi. Thereupon an order is iſſued out to appre- 
hend him, and he is forced to abſcond. He is diſ- 
couraged with that, and very uneaſy, one trouble-co- 
ming on him on the neck of another, chap. xliii. 5. 
inſtead of the great things he had in view. In the 


words we have, 


8 
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1. A check to him for the fret he was in, upon 
what he had met with. And therein, 
(1.) He is rebuked for his golden dreams of world - 
ly eaſe and comfort, the entertaining of which had 
Arr. him ſo uneaſy on his diſappointment; And ſeek- 
5 thou great things for thyſelf ? He is not rebuked 
for ſecking ſimply : a time of trial ſhould be a time 
of requeſts, a praying time; but then we ſhould be 
ſure to ſeek aright. He was ſeeking great things for 
himſelf; not the great things of . oy world, that 
is never unſeaſonable; but the — things of this 
_ worldly eaſe, reſt, and perity: and had 
he ſought chele with due Fol og to the will of 
God, it had not been ill taxen; but he ſought them 
inordinately, being on the fret on the diſappointment, 
And therefore he is rebuked here, as for a thing un- 
feaſonable, ſhameful, and unreaſonable. 
0 2.) He is peremptorily ordered to humble ad 


quiet ont and ſuit his ſpirit to the diſpenfation 


of the day; Seek them net: Lay your neck under 


the yoke; be as a weaned child; and be mainly con- 
cerned how you may be carried through in the ſl of 


the Lord's anger. 
2. The reaſon of this check given him. Wherein, 
1.) An univerſal calamity. coming on the. land; is 
laid babord him: Behold me bringing evil on all fleſb,; Heb. 
A genera? ſtroke is on its way, when all will be in 
the utmoſt confufion, by the Babylonians. Is it time 
for you to be painting your. own cabin, when the 
whole ſhip i is ſinking? to be dreaming of eaſe, when 
the Lord 1s rifen up to break down, and Fg -up the 
whole land? 

(2.) The moſt that was to be expeQed} in fuch's 
day, viz. to eſcape with the life, and that the Lord 
aſſures him of, his life for a prey in all places whithet 
he went. He intimates, thar, ere all was done, he 
ſhould be well. content to quit the great things, ſo 
that he could eſcape with the life. He ſhould have a 
: 9 life of it, going from 3 xe but = 

| wo 
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would 83 him, when many bulls ſhould lie n 


the green. 


The ſubſtance of the words may be ſaramed up > 
the two following doctrines. 


Doc r. I. The appearance of Cod's ngen 4 SEP | 
on all, fbould bring off men from ſeeking great things - 
in a world for themſelves, and move them to ſuit their 
ſpirits to the diſpenſations of the day. F 

: Docr. It. It ſhould move men, under fuch an ap- 

| | pearance, that a time may come, that they Mull think 

f #hey win well away that win away with their life. 

n al explain each doctrine in its ordet. . 
' 


. Doc. 1. The appearance if God's Ihen a ble 
en all, bord bring off men from ſeeking great things - 
d in a world for themſelves, and move them to furt their 
n | ſpirits to the diſpenſations of the day. 
er In diſcourſing this ſubject, Tthall ew, t 
n- I. What appearance there is of a general broke co- 7 
of ming on all at this day. 
. How we under that appearance mould ſuit our 
in, I ſpirits to the Eiipenfations of the day, not ſeeking 9 
is great things. 
eb. III. Wherefore ſuch an appearance mould ER us 
in I off from leeking great things for ourſelves. & 


J. 1 ſhall new what appearance there is of a gene- 
ral ſtroke coming on all at this day. 

1. Univerſal corruption of life and manners, as 
was the caſe in the antediluvian world, Gen. vi. 12. 
13: God looked upon the earth, and behold, it Was cor- 
rept > for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon the 
earth, And God ſaid unto Noah, © The end. of all fleſb 
ir come before ine; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them: and behold, I will deſtroy them with the 
earth, A deluge of fin is a preſage of a deluge af 
wrath.- The former is let in upon us, and no won- 
der the latter follow. Profaneneſs overflows all its 


H banks. 
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banks. There is a growing untenderneſs among all 
ganks in church and ſtate. Our very gold is become 
dim; religion is turned with many into mere form 
and ſhew, and many have quite loſt the wy form 
which they ha. 

2. The notable ſtand which the. facceſs of the go- 
ſpel is now at, Luke xiii. 7. It is near about forty 
years we have in peace been drinking in the rain of 
the goſpel; but where is the fruit now? Heb. vi. 7. 
8. For the earth-which drinketh in the rain that cometh 
oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by 
whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from God : but 
that which beareth thorns and briers, is rejected, and 
it nigh unto curſing ; whoſe end is to be burned. This 
church is like land now ſo long laboured, that it is 
worn out. Look to our temple, and we may ſee a 
departing glory, a fad preſage; Ezek. ix. 3. 4. And 
the glory of the God of Iſrael was gone up from the che- 
rub whereupon he was, to the threſbold of the houſe, and 
he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the 
writer's inkhorn by his fide; and the Lord ſaid unto 
bim, Go through the midſt of the city, through the midi 
of Feruſalem, and ſet a mark upon the foreheads of the 
men that ſigh, and that cry for all the abominations 
that be done in the mid/t egg. The white horſe of 
the goſpel deſpiſed, is followed with the red and pale 
horſe; and contempt of the marriage - feaſt with deſtroy: 
ing armies. Conſider that alarming paſſage, If: vi. 9. 10. 
11. Go and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but under- 
fand not; and ſee ye indeed, but perceive not. Mali 
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears hea: 
vy, and ſbut their eyes: le# they ſee with their eyth 
and hear with their ears, and underſtand with their 
heart, and conuert, and be healed. Then aid 1, Lark, 
. how long! And he anſwered, Until the cities be waſte 
without inhabitant, and the houſes without man, and 
the land be utterly deſolate. 

3. Incorrigibleneſs under former ſtrokes, - part 


$breatened and partly inflicted, as in Amos iv. Ser 
| — ver. 
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ver. 12. Therefore thus. will I do unto thee, 0 Ifrael - 
and becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet. 
thy God, © Tſracl., O how often has the Lord been 
threatening this generation, theſe bygone years, wit 
deſolating ſtrokes; yet has mercifully prevented, or 


But till as the new deliverance came, the generation 
bas grown a degree worſe, till it has in now at 
a hei ht. 0 
th 4. . mourners in Zion left among us. Nan of: 
them are now removed by death, - whoſe room is not 
filled up, If. Ivii. 1. Such as remain, there is a2 
„d damp on their ſpirits. The mouths of a praying rem 
nig J nant for a ſinking land are much cloſed, and their 
ij prayers returned into their hte as for a nnn 
of wrath. 
ind 5 The ſtriking at the root of Chriſtianity, a 
Fu atheiſm and WIE: of the generation. That bitter 
and wot began to ſpring forth ſhortly after the revolution: 
the but the magiſtrate effectually interpoſing, and ma - 
Ws king one an example to the reſt, it was curbed. But 
dh row it has ſpread broad and wide, and the proper di- 
* th Ninity of the Son of God is attacked through the three 
nations by many. And the hands of the general af- 
ſembl 8 this ane have been filled with matter of 
that fort. - It was the oppoſition to the Son of God 
that ruined the Jewiſh nation, and it is like to be the 
drop in the cup of Britain and Ireland, that will make 
i run over. 
Mate 6. Laftly, The leſſer ſtrokes going through. he . 
hole land at this day, as figns of HA, get to come. 
ade is decayed through = whole land, in the 
nean time a dearth of victual, an unuſual ſtroke up- 
mn the flocks, great ſickneſs, and frequent deaths in 


uth is made as iron already. Theſe pers Joo 
Ike warnings of worſe to come. | 


| I. 1 ſhall ſhew how we under that appearance 
w. de H 2: g 


carried them off without coming to an extremſty ! 


ery'corner, and a threatening ſeaſon, whereby the 


- 


— 


ſtand in the evil day, Hab. iii. 17. Let Chriſt be you 
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ſhould ſuit our ſpirits to the diſpenſations of the day, 
not ſeeking great things. evi» 

1. Awake out of your golden dreams of worldly | 
eaſe, and lay your account with tribulation and === 
If. xxxi1. 9. 10. Riſe up, ye women that are at eaſe, 
hear my voice, ye careleſs daughters, give ear unto 
my ſpeech. Many days and years ſball ye be troubled, 


ye careleſs women: for the vintage ſball fail, the ga- 


thering ſhall not come. There is a diſpoſition in all to 
dote this way, and build caſtles in the air that will 
never be inhabited. It is ſo with carnal men, who 
are often ſinging of peace, when deſtruction is at the 
door; as was the caſe with the rich man in the goſpel, 
Luke xii. 19. 20. I vill ſay to my foul, Saul, thou haſt 
much goods laid up for many years; take thine eaſe, 
eat, drink and be merry. But God ſaid unto him, 
Thou fol, this night thy foul: hall be required of thee: 
then whoje ſball thoſe things be which thou haſt provi - 
ded? And even good men are apt to fall into ſuch 
doting; Job xxix- 18. Then I ſaid, I ſball die in my 


net, and I ſhall multiply my days as the ſand. And 


it is evident from the cafe of the diſciples on the 


mount of transfiguration, who ſaid, Lard, it is — 
fate 


for us to be here, Matth. xvii. 4. What was their 
Peter Was crucified, James was ſlain, John was ba- 
niſhed into 2 deſolate iſland, though he afterwards 
died in peace. If ye mind for heaven, at all times 
ye ſhall meet with tribulation, John xvi. alt. "Though I | 
ye hold the broad way, it is like in this time ye vi 
meet with tribulation. I 5 f 

2. Set not your hearts upon the world's wealth, ! 
the ſilver and gold, the corn and cattle; for ye ma) ; 
ſoon find them like a ſandy brae, that will flide aw 
with yon: but if ye be weaned, and make God and 
his promiſes the tay of your heart, ye will be able #0 


- 


all, and then blow what wind it will, all yours jhal 


3. Seek nothing, leſs nor more, in any way. in. 
| | J conſiſtent 


from her. 


„ ares; N 


ci with juice or charity to your NE 
Do not dare to drive on your own intereſt in any 
unjuſt way. Diyeſt not yourſelves of mercy and cha- 
rity to others, in - purſuing your own intereſt, with-.  - 
out any bowels. of compaſſion. It is very ordinary. 
in a time of public. calamity, for one to build up: 
himſelf on the ruins of another. For that fort of: - 
work already, God is contending, and will not over - 
look it; If. xxxiil. 1. Mo to-thee that ey gs and thou 
a not ſpoiled; and -dealeſt treacheroufly, and. they 
dealt not treacherouſly. with thee e when. thou ſhalt 
ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled; and when thou 
Halt make an end to deal treacheroufly,.. they Ball 
deal treacheroufly with thee. James ii. 13. For ble. 
ſball have Jedgenions without mercy,, that hath ſhewed: 

no-mercy.. ; 

4. Be content wich: ** thankful for the little that. 

ve have, and take God's s ſecurity for. what ye want. 
For. he hath. ſaid, - T will never leave thee, nor forſale 
they Heb. xiii. 5. He that has taken fome from you, 
might juſtly have taken all; and whatever he has ta- 
ken from you, he might ave taken your forfeited life: 
when he took it. Therefore acknowledge ye are his- 
debtors, and let not your croiles. t trials make you 
oveclook. mercies. 

5. Sit quietly under your cloud; be it thinner or 
thicker; till the Lord be pleaſed to make it clear, and 
bring you forth to the Bein, Micah vii. 9. Whatever 
yoke the Lord lays. on you, bear it tamely: and it 
will not gall your neck, be it never ſo heavy. Say as 
David, Sarely I have behaved and quieted myſelf as a: 
child that is weaned of his mother: my ſoul is even as. © 
a weaned child, Pſal. exxxi. 2 5 

Laſtly, Seek the things that are moſt neceſſary. ; 36 
yourſelves, and in them ye will not be diſappointed ;. 
Luke x. wit. One thing is needful. . And Mary hath 
choſen that goed part, which ſhall not be la 219 bay: 
It is to ſtir. up hereunto, that Godidemes 
men great things of this World; for it is hard to ha re 
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great things of this world, and not to flight the ne- 
cellary things. An theſe are two. 

11 Seek the happineſs of another world, Matth. 
vi. 33. Seek ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his righ- 
feouſneſs, and all theſe * — Hall be added unto you. 


Tue more that providence frowns*upon our lot here, 


let us be the more eager in our purſuit of a portion in 
heaven. If God refuſe to give us our good things in 
this life, let us take it for an inti mation, that he will 
have us to inſiſt for them in the other life; Matth. vi. 


20. 21. Lay up for yourſelves freafures in heaven, 
where neither math nor raft doth corrupt, and where 


thieves do not break through nor fleal, For where_ 
your treaſure is, there will your heart be alſo. 

(2.) Grace for the way to it, eſpecially for the time 
of trial, how to get cleanly through. The moſt ne- 
ceſſary thing 3 in a time of private affliction, or public 
 ,calamity, is grace to carry right under it. That is 
more neceſſary than deliverance, as the ſoundneſs of 
the foul and conſcience is more valuable than eaſe to 
the outward, man. = 


Mt. 1 ſhall flew wherefore ſuck an appearance 
ſhould bring us off from ſeeking great things for our- 
ſelves. It may have this 1 0ay on us, if we con- 
ſider, 

1. That we n TRE to do otherwiſe, in pre- 
paring to meet the Lord, Amos iv. 12. When the 
Bridegroom is on his way, and the voice is heard, 
Behild, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye forth to meet him; 
it is not time for the virgins to be trifling, but going 
out to meet him. When the heavens are growing 
black above one's head, it is not for one to be lying 
at caſe on the graſs, bat to make away to the houſe; 


as did Noah, Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noah, being warn- 


ed of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the ſaving of his hguſe ; by the 
which he condemned the world, 1 became heir of the 
righteouſneſs which is by faith. 


2. Such 


left at any time your hearts be overcharged with ſur- 


feiting, and drunkenneſs, and cares of this life, and ſo 
that day come upon you unawares. Jonah's being ex- 
ceeding glad of the gourd, made the withering of it 
intolerable to him. It makes one like a filly dove, 


without heart, when courage and reſolution to ſet out 
2gainſt the fury of the ſtorm is molt neceſſary. 


3. Great things in an evil day expoſe men to great- 5 


eſt troubles: ſo that many times they are like great 


weights of gold on a drowning man, that make him 
but ſink the faſter, Eccl. v. 13. There is a fore l 
which ] have ſeen under the ſun, namely, riches kept 


for the owners thereof to their hurt. And this may 
be one reaſon, why judgement ordinarily begins at 


the houſe of God, the Lord thereby making way for 
the main ſhocks becoming eaſy to them; as in the 


caſe of Lot. A ſtormy wind will rend up. oaks 


by the roots, while ſhrubs are toſſed only from ſide to, 
fide, 2 Kings xxv. 7.12. When one is breaking down 
a houſe, it is the higheſt ſtones that get the ſoreſt 


tall. 


people out of the road, where they have great things 


in hazard. The Lord beſt knows our temper, and 


what is. beſt for our ſafety in an evil day. 


5. A low and afflicted lot in ſuch a day fits people 
for ſympathizing with others, 2 Cor. 1..6. And whe-, 


ther we be afflieted, it is for your conſolation and ſalua- 


tion, which is effeftual in the enduring. of the ſame ſuf+ 


ferings, which we alſo ſuffer : or whether we be com- 
forted, it is for. your conſolation and ſaluatian. It is a 
ſelfiſn, hard-hearted world: and it is hard for them 
that are themſelves at eaſe in Zion, to be grieved for 
the affliction of Joſeph. Therefore, while the Lord is 

diſtributing 


* 


in an evil Day. b ep; 


2. Such a carnal frame of ſpirit mightily unfits ſor 
a time of trial, Luke xxi. 34. Take heed to yourſelves, 


4. Great things in an evil day are great tempta- 
tions. It is not ealy to loſe a little for Chriſt and a 
good conſcience: the bond is the ſtronger to dra 


— 
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diſtributing ſorrows, let cxck welcome his own part, 
as neceſſary for that end. 

. Laſtly, Though great 8 are moſt eaſy for the 
outward man, a low and afflicted. lot is moſt for the 
thriving of the inward, Zeph. iii. 12. I will leave in 
the midſt of thee, an afllited and poor people, and they 
Hall truft in the name of the Lord. It has readily 
more Chriſtian experiences,” than the full, eaſy, pro- 
ſperous life has. And then though one may live 
/ ->more commodiouſly in the latter, 2 it 18 more eaſy 

/ in the former caſe to die. | 4 73 


1 ſhall conclude. with a very "Gi words on the ſe- 
cond doctrine. 


Doc r. II. 2 ſoould move men under ſuch an ap- 
pearance, that a time may come, that they ſball think 
they uin well: away that uin away with' their life. 
A ſweeping ſtroke of mortality, whereof we have 
bad an awful ſwatch, a ſtroke of peſtilence, famine, 
or the ſword of a foreigh enemy, would ſoon make 
us forget all other things, ſo that life might be ſafe. 
We have been threatened with all theſe, and it is 
very like that {ome of them will be the lot of this ge- 
neration, Num. xxiv. 23. Alas! who ſhall live when 
Cod dith this! They bid fair to get their, life for 
a prey in ſuch a caſe, that are fuiting their ſpirits to 
their lot, and to the diſpenfations of providence, not 
ſeeking great things for themſelves, though they ſigh 
while otbers fing. Therefore ſecure an intereſt in 
Chriſt, and in the covenant that ſtands faſt in him, 
and live by faith, and ſo it may be ye ſhall be hid in 
the day of the Lord's gs 
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Merey often interpofes/ © to prevent the 
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: a Day of Thankſgiving appointed by the. Wa 
= tery of Selkirk, for the plentiful Harveſt, | 


p- 1 Hos A xi. 8. | 

nk Row Pall I give thee up, E Epbraim 7 how Hall T-de- 

fee liver thee, Iſrael? how Jhall I make thee as Ad. 

ve maß? how Tall 1 ſet thee as Zeboim.? mine heart 

Cy is turned within me, * repentings are n e- : 
ke " gether. 


HIS is the ve agu e of God's diſpenſations 
„ | to us at chis . 9 leere, to paſs that 
we are allowed an eben of thankſgiving, after very | 
threatening appearances of providence. 
We have here repreſented to us a ſtruggle betwixt  - 

dhe divine attributes, as to the proceeding with Eph- - 
5 ram or Iſrael, one crying, Strike; another, Hold thy. 7} 
hand. It is ſpoken of God after the manner of men; / 

not as if there were any real eontrariety of motions 
and affections in God, who is always of one mind: 
but, in reſpect of the variouſneſs of the events of pro- 
vidence towards a ſinful people, he is repreſented as 

a kind, but provoked Father, in whom there is a 
ſtruggle of affections towards his rebellious fon. And 
here there is, | 


ey 1. A demand and motion of juſtice againſt Iſrael, 


called 


94 How Mercy inter peſes to prevent 


called Ephraim, for that was the chief tribe of them, 


And it is ſuppoſed. The demand of juſtice is, Eph- 
raim is bent to backſliding ; let him be given up, as 

an incorrigible ſon, an incurable patient. Ifrael call- 
ed to the Moſt High is deaf to the call; let him be 
delivered into the hand of the enemy, as a lamb to 
the lion to be rent in pieces. They have carried 
themſelves like the neighbours of Sodom and Gomor- 


rab, rather than thoſe of Judah; let them be made 


like them, like Admah and Zeboim; Gen. xix. 24. 
Then the Lord rained upon Sddom, and upon Gomorrah, 


 - brimſtone and fire from the Lord out of heaven. Let the 
_ threatening be executed, Deut. xxix. 23. The whole 


land therec is brimſtone, and ſalt, and burning, that 
it tis not ſoun, nor beareth, nor any graſs groweth 
therein, "like the overthraw ' of Sodom, and Gomorrah, 
Admah, and Zeboim, which the Lord overthrew in 


his anger and in his wrath. 


2. An interpoſing of mercy in their fayour, ex- 
preſſed. Mercy lays, How /ball 7 give thee up ? How 


can I find in my heart to do it! Thou art my ſon, 


though a very untoward one; my people, though a 
very rebellious people. I find the bowels of a Father 


_ ſtirring towards thee : it is hard for me to make thee 
like thoſe mine enemies n never ſtood in ſuch a 


relation to me. 
3. The workings fn mercy to ſtop the execution of 
the demands of juſtice. My heart inflamed with an- 


ger againſt them, is turned within me into kindneſs 


and compaſhon. Every time I begin to ſtrike, my 
heart miſgives me, that I muſt draw back my hand; 
ſtill Lrelent for him or repent, and theſe relenting or 
repenting bowels within me glow towards _ Cau- 
ling to pity and ſpare. 

1 doctrine obſervable from the words i is, 


e Our gracious God being loth to go to an ex- 
mi, with a ee in er, e to him, mer 
- *C} 


> ae tin "Me a> "a> oh 


— 


fd kms a. ac an — e tas % VA. 


| 1 


% 


threatened Tudgements. £1" 


„ otes interpoſeth for their ry when * are 


pe the brink of ruin. 


\ 


In handling this 4cArine, 1 mal, 8 As 
I. Take notice of ſome things ſuppoſed in this. 
II. How mercy. interpoſeth for the relief of ſuch 


a people, when on the brink of ruin. 
III. Give reaſons why gh thus interpoſeth in 


ſuch a caſe. * | 
TV. Apply. | 4 12s 


I. I ſhall take notice 4 ſome things ſuppoſed in 


this. It ſuppoſes, 


1. That a people in ſpecial relation to God, as his 
church, his covenanted people, mary ſo far forget their 


duty, and give themſelves the looſe in ſinful courſes, 


that they juſtly deſerve to be abandoned, given up, 
and caſt off by him. The viſible church ſometimes 
behaves itſelf in moſt of its members, as if they were 
the N . of Satan. This is clear from the text, 
and confirmed by our caſe at this day. 

2. God is impartial in his judgements; and if 
God's covenant - people carry themſelves like ſtrangers, 
they may expect at length to fare like them. Juſtice 
has a demand on the ſinners in Zion, as well as on 
the. ſinners in Babylon, If. xlii. 24. #ho gave Jacob 
for a ſpoil, and Tirael to the "me ?. did not the 
Lord, be a gainſt whom we have ſinned? for they 


would not alk in his ways, neither were they obedt- 


ent unto his law. And the ſtrokes of God on thoſe 
of his own houſe, when they do come on in earneſt, 


are readily very fore, Amos 111. 2. Tot only have 7 | 


inown of all the families of the earth: therefore I will 
puniſb you for all your iniquities. | Their peculiar re- 
lation to him puts a peculiar edge on them. 

3. Matters may be going faſt to an extremity with 
luch a people, and they yet continuing their courſe, 
and remaining impenitent. So was it here; there 


was nothing in their carriage to alter the courſe of 


prtovidence 


1 How Merey inter peſes io prevent 
providence towards them : they continued their pro. 
vocations in the face of the moſt awful. threateningy, 
and when on the brink of ruin. And juſt fo it 
is with the generation in theſe lands at this day. 

Laftly, When there is no reaſon from them to 
ſtop procedure againſt them, God out of his ſove. 
reign mercy may yet put a ſtop to it. So he did with 
Irael in Egypt, Ezek. xx. 8. g. But they. rebelled a. 
gainſt me, and would not hearkeh unto me : they dil 
not every man caſt away the abominat ions of their eyes, 
neither did they for ſake the idols of Egypt: then I ſaid, 
1 will pour out my fury upon them, t6 arcompliſb my 
anger againſt them in the mid of the land of Foytk 
But 1 wrought for my name ſake, that it ſhould not be 
Polluted e the heathen, among whom they »Y 

in whoſe ſight I made "my ſelf known unto them, i 

- bringing them forth out'of the land ꝙ Egypt. Ani 
many a time on the deliverances of bis people, and 
on ours. in particular, may that be written, Ezek. 
«xxxvi. 32. Not for your fakes do I this, ſaith th 
Loerd God, be it known unto you : be afhamed untl con- 
* for Jour 0WN ayes O houſe of gar. | 


IL. 1 fhall ſhew how mercy interpoſeth bor et te 
et oy ſuch a people, when on 4 * brink of ruin. 
& By putting.off the execution of threatenings 1. 
unt t em, when they ſeem to be come to the ven 
point of execution. Thus the barren fig tree, when 
the ſenrence was paſſed on it, Cut it down, wh 
W 009 it the ground? Luke xiii. 7. was, by the 
ſition of mercy, ſpared another year; and th 
=_ "ond world was ſpared ſeven days after "the expiring d 
=_ the hundred and twenty years. How many times 
. have the clouds been black above our heads, ready 
to ſhower down, and yet the ſtorm has blown by ? 
. By moderating the ſtroke when it has come on, 
chat it has not gone to the extremity that might hate 
been feared, If. xxvii. -B. In meaſure when it ſbooteth 
N thou wilt debate with it: be. pas his * 
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© threatened ee 13 
RY in the day of the eat. wind The \ deft roying | 
axe being threatened, mercy has prevailed/to,hold 


with the pruning- Amife; and God has lighüiy afflict- 


ed, when jultly he 87 RAVE: made his ſtrokes' 
heavy to a pitch. 


Laſtly, By putting a ſtops even to the courſe of 


leſſer ſtrokes, when he might have carried them on ' 


to the making ot a full end, Jer. v. 10. Co ye up up- 


on her walls, and deſtroy, but make not a full end: 


take away her battlements, for they are not the Lord's. 
He returns and does them good, after he has done 
them evil. Having pinched them a-while, 'in mer- 
ey he reheves them, looſes their 2 8 and ** 5 
meat again before them, Robe 


II. 1 than give the eee why W 0 mos i in- 
terpoſeth For the relief of fach a people c on the brink” 
icy © AER 

. Becauſe of a mourning and ſerious remnant dest 
* be among them, endeavouring to keep their 
garments clean, as God would have ſpared Socom, 
if there had been but ten righteous perſons found in 
it, Gen. xviii. 32. In public calamities they readily 
bear their ſhare, and the Lord Himfelf has a ſym- 
thy with them in their afflictions, as he had with 
Ifrael, If. Riii. 9. In all their affttion. he "was 3 
fieted, end the anget of his prefence Javed them: 


his love-and in hr N he redeemed them, an he Fars 85 


them, and carried them all the days of old. And 
therefore lie extends-mercy to the community where« 
in they are. 
and ſupphcations in that cafe; Exod. xxx; 10% New - 
therefore let me alone, fays the Lord to MS. that 
my wrath may wax hot againſt them.” © 

2. Becauſe. of the inſolence wherewtth theit ene- 
mies would carry themſelves, both łœwards God and 
them, if God fhould give up wich em. Many a 
time the church is more obliged fot preſet vation N 
the inſolent temper” of her enemies, than tha to — J. 


And he has a regard to their prayers | 
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good diſpoſition of many of her members; ow. 


XXXIi. 26. 27. 1 faid, I would ſcatter them into corners, 
ſaid the "abs of Iſrael of old, 7 would make the re- 


memòrance ꝙ them to ceaſe from among men: were 


it not that 1 feared the wrath of the enemy, left their 
8 Should behave themſelues firangely, and 


n they ſbould ſay, Qur hand is high, and the Lord 


2 not done all this. The blaſphemies of a Popiſh 


and malignant party have been a- plea for mercy to 
keep us hitherto out of their hands. 


- Laſily, Beeauſe God has a peculiar delight in 
mercy, it is his darling attribute, Micah vii. 18. As 


the bee naturally gives honey, but does not ſting, 
except when it is itritated and provoked; ſo God 


readily goes into the fide of mercy, and does not 


puniſh but when provoked. to anger, Lam. iii. 33. 
For he doth not afflit willingly, nor grieve the chil- 


dren of men. It is his ſtrange act, If. xxviii. 21. For 


the Lord. ſball riſe up as in mount Perazim, he ball be 
wroth at in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his 


work, his ſtrange work; and bring to Haſs his act, 


his - flrange ad, 


I fhal conelude with a very ſhort improvement. 
This day this ſcripture is fulfilled in our eyes, as 
it has been many a day. Had the ſummer been of 
a piece with the threatening unnatural-like ſpring, 
it was hard as it was; but it would have been far 
more fo. Had this harveſt miſgiven as it ſome time 
threatened, what a heavy condition would the coun- 


"iP have been in for want of bread ! Therefore, 


Let us be thankful to God, whoſe mercy inter- 
poſed ſeaſonably for our relief, when we were on the 
brink of ruin. To that we muſt attribute the relief, 
not to our own behaviour. For the fins of the gene- 
ration, the Atheiſm, blaſphemy, profaneneſs, un- 
fruitfulneſs under the goſpel, added to the fins of 


former times, with the killing nn thereol 
demanded * ſtrokes. 


2. Let 


an 


threatened Fudgemen 5 2 99 


2. Let us own. Gad to be a gracious God, flow to 
wrath ; ſaying with David, Pak. exix. 68. Thou art 


good, wid deft good. And Pal: cxlv. 8. 9. The Lord 


is gracious, and full of compaſſion ; flow" to anger, 


and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all: and his 
tender mercies are over all his other works. Let his 
goodnefs lead and * us to repentance, and to a 


more. conſcientious ufe of plenty; and learn to 
fear the Lord, and his goodneſs, Hoſ. iii. eſs -walk- 
erved fa-, 


ing humbly belive him in a ſenſe of un 


yours. Jacob's example is worthy of our imitation * 


in this matter, Gen: xxxii. 10. J am not worthy of 
the leaſt of all the mercies, (ſays he), and of all the 
truth, which. thou haſt V unto thy ſervant... 

3 Let us know that this Lind dealing will ren- 


der us inexcufable, if we repent not, and turn from 


all our, fins unto God through Chriſt. The favour- 


able interpoſitions of his providence towards us, time 


after time, not having their deſigned effect upon us, 


in meltin f. us, our guilt will thereby be fearfully 
See in what light the Lord conſiders fuch | 


heighten 
IR. and how he repreſents it, II. i. 1. 2. Hear, 


O heavens, and give ear, O earth - for the Lord hath 


ſpoken, I have nouriſbed and brought up children, 


and they have rebelled againſt me. The ox knoweth 
bis owner, and the-afs his maſter's crib :- but 10 0505 | 


doth net know, my people doth not conſider. 
Laſtly, Ruining ſtrokes coming on after ſuch 


N 


work kings of merey, will go to the quick, and bring 
double ruin on the generation. ' Ihe more - mercy - 


has prevailed to ward off judgements, the heavier will 


judgements be when they come. Knowing there- 
fore the terrors of the Lord, let us be induced to re- 


turn unto him in the exerciſe of faith, goſpel · repent · 


ance, and reformation according to hi word. 
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Josua ix. 14. 


And the men teok of their victualt, and aſted not coun- 
ſel at the mouth of the Lord. 


| MON the evidences of the decay of religion | 
at this day, it is none of the leaſt, that God 
and his law are ſo little owned and looked to, in 
=_ managing of civil affairs. Many in thefe affairs, W-' 
1 though of great weight, have little or no uſe at all 
for their religion. Men can diſpoſe of themſelves and 
families, and. entet into bargains and contracts, with- IM / 
out ever looking further than their worldly intereſt 
or fancy. This is the time of year wherein the 7 
throng of that kind comes in. And I would cau- 
tion you againſt forgetting God in theſe matters. 
In the text we have the error of the princes of 
= Irael in their managing of their bargain with the WO | 
| - \Gibeonites,, which was diſpleaſing and diſhonour- W © 
* able to God, uncomfortable to themſelves when they 
ſaw afterwards how they had been outwitted, but 
could not mend themſelves, and offenſive to the 
congregation. Their error lay. in theſe two things 
1 1. Their leaning to their own underſtanding in 
=_ the whole management of the buſineſs: Thy men, ; 
= the princes of Iſrael, took of their vittuals, theit *" 


mouldy proviſion, They did not this out of an) thy 
want 
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want of victuals of their own, nor fondneſs they 
- had for theirs, nor as feaſting with them upon 
them, for they would have made but a very unplea- 


ſant meal. But they did it to examine the truth of 


their repreſentation 3 and by their handling and ta- 
ſting of them they found they were old and dry, and 
upon this inſufficient proof were ſatisfied, that all 


nant with them. 

2. Not owning of God in the buſineſs. They 
might and ought to have aſked the Lord's mind in 
this matter, and to have walked by his direction. 
But as if they had been independent of God in ſuch 
matters, and had been wiſe enough to ſee to them - 


ſelves, they never owned God in the matter. No 


doubt they thought they needed not, that it was a 
plain caſe: but therein they find their raſhneſs mires 


them afterward.” Had they firſt aſked counſel of God, 
and then taken of their victuals, they had diſcovered 


the cheat, and kept their conſeiences elean. But 


they left God, and God left mae in the biflinels. 


Door. As it is the duty of all to otun alt Ab 


ledge God in their civil affairs, and buſi neſs with men 


in the world ; % God tales notice If, and is. much dif- 
pleaſed with mens not Poe of him in Peſts” 


* x — _ 


x 


In diſcourſing from this point, I dall, 
I. Give the reaſons of the docti ine. f 
II. Shew whence- it” is e men do not own a God 

in their affairs. . Bake | $2354 
UL Apply,” of, 3 


; I. Fam to give the reaſons of the doftrine. Tonk- 
v4 | 


p % 


. God's command binds us peremptorily to oh 1 


bim in all our ways without exeeption, Prov. ii. 6. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he ſball dire 


thy paths. We muſt AT religion along with us / 
N . 


* 
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to the court and to the market; as well as to- the 
church and the cloſet; to our dealings with men, as 
well as to our dealings with God, and that under the 
pain of diſobedience to the ſovereign Lord of heaven 
and earth. How then can one imagine, but God is 
diſpleaſed with the not owning him in theſe things? 
2. God has given a promiſe of direction to his 
people in all their matters, Prov. iii. 6. forecited. 
Pal. cxii. 5. A good man—will guide his affairs with 
diſcretion. And what God has put into the covenant 
by way of promiſe, his people ought to look to bim 
ſor by faith, and ſue to him for by prayer. And it 
is highly diſhonouring to God, not to be concerned 
for that which he has made promiſe of, Ezek. xxxvi. 
37. Thus ſaith the Lord God, 1 will yet for this be in- 
quired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them. 
3. We can do nothing well or wiſely in any mat- 
ter, but as the Lord is pleaſed to direct and guide us, 
Jer. x. 23. © Lord, 1 know that the way of man is not 
in himſelf : it is not in man that walketh to diredt his 
eps. Common gifts are from the Lord as well as 
ſaving grace, James i. 17. Every good gift, and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights. Exod. xxxi. 6. In the hearts of all 
that are wiſe-hearted I have put wiſdom. If one man N e 
have a dexterity to manage his civil affairs better than 
another, it is the Lord himſelf that makes the differ - it 
ence. And he has the lock and key of theſe gifts, to 
give the uſe and exerciſe of them, or to take it away ei 
in any particular whatſoever, when he pleaſes. Hence W . 
often the wiſeſt are outwitted, and act as egregious MW th 
fools, being infatuated of God. | G 
4. The ſucceſs of all our projects and endeavours W th 
depends on God entirely, ſo that men may do_their WF to 
bell to no purpoſe, while God frowns on the buſinels, m 
Lam. iii. 37. #ho is he that ſaith, and it cometh 10 ſt⸗ 
paſs, when the Lord comiandeth it nat? Pal. cxxvil. m. 
1. Except the Lord build the houſe, they labour in vain WM ch 
that build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watch WM thi 
| 2 ; | man I 
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man waketh but in vain. \ God has a 1 on all 
means and inſtruments, ſo that the moſt feaſible means 
ſhall miſcarry, if he do not order them to proſper. 


God has a w cel within all the wheels of the world, 
which turns them what way he will: ſo that often 


man does propoſe one . but God n A _=_ 
f way: 


. I proceed to 3 Wise it is that men TJ : 


not own: God in-their affairs. 


1. Habitual untenderneſs of n is a in 


cauſe of it. Hence our Lord ſays, If thine eye be evil, 
thy whole body Hall be full of darkneſs,- If therefore 
the ligbt that is in thee be darkneſs, how great is that 
darkneſs! Matth. vi. 23. Moſt men have benumbed 
conſciences, which makes them go through the world 
at random, hardly fearing the offence of Godin any 


thing, Tit. i. ult. They profeſs that they know God ; 2 


but in works they deny him. They who are truly ten- 
der in one thing of . God, will be tender in 
all things: but who can think, that thoſe who are un- 
tender in all other matters, can be tender in their 


worldly buſineſs? Paul's exerciſe would mix religion 
with civil buſineſs, Acts xxiv. 16. Herein do I exer- 


ciſe myſelf, ſays he, te have always a conſcience void 


of offence toward God, and toward men. But alas! 


it is rare in the world. | < Þ 


2. Moſt mens religion is but a oder, vain, 
empty ſhew, 2 Tim. iii. 5. Having à form of godli- 


neſs, but denying the power thereof. It cannot awe, 


their conſciences to a ſtrict conformity to the way of 
God in all things, without reſerve. They have ſtill 


their reſerves in their obedience, which never comes 


to be univerſal. They halve religion, pretend and 
make a ſhew of piety towards God, which cannot 
ſtand in the way of their worldly intereſt: but they 
make no conſcience of -righteouſneſs, merey, and 
charity, towards men. Well may the Lord addreſs 
Res; as he did the people of Judah of old, If. i; 11. 
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' preſſed, judge the fatberleſ, plead for the widow. * 


to accompliſh their deſigns. And what uſe could re- 
ligion be of in theſe, but to mar all? and therefore 
they carefully ſtave off the dictates of their conſciences, 


Jects. f 


_ 


16. 17. To what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſa- | 


_ erifices unto me? ſaith the Lord: I am full of th 
- burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beaſts, and 
I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 


he-geats.—Wafh ye, make ye clean, put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do 
evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgement, relieve the op- 


3. Many lay their projects in theſe matters ſo con- 
trary to the rules' of religion, that they cannot look 
for God's bleſſing on them, or direction in them, 
Pſal. xiv. 4. Have all the workers M iniquity no knau- 
ledge ?—they call not upon the Lord. So they do not 
own God in them; becauſe they ſee, upon a view of 
their meaſures, that they are unlawful ones, and their + 
conſciences would condi them before the Lord. 
They are ruled by their luſts and paſſions in their con- 
trivances, which makes them break over the rules of 
piety towards God, and. righteouſneſs rowards men, 


to make way for the fulfilling of their unlawful pro- 


4 Self- conceit. Men have a high opinion of their MI ,, 
own wit, and are confident they can guide well * 


enough, and ſo they do not ſee their need of owning 


God in theſe matters. Thus in the text, The- men w 
took of their vittuals, and aſted not counſel at the WM pt 
mouth of God. But little do they conſider that paſ- bi 


ſage, Prov. xxiii. 26. My ſon,' give me thine heart, l te 


and let thine eyes obſerve my ways. This is to make ne 
fleſh our arm, which God can ſoon make a withered WM da 
m 


arm, Jer. xvii. 5. 6. Living by faith is quite con- 


trary to this, and carries men out of themſelves to de- 


pend on God in all things. And there is good rea- 13 


ſon for it. For ſays the wife man, 'Eccl. ix. 11. Tre. thi 
turned, and ſaw under the ſun, that the race is not 10 


the fwiſt, nor the battle to the ftrong, neither yet bread 
; 75 to 


| 105 
te the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of n 


nor yet favour to men of till, but time and chance 
happeneth to them all. 


in civil Affairs urged. 


5. Many axe fo little acquainted with religion, and 


particularly with the way of looking to the Lord, for 
direction in all things, that they do not think religion 
is concerned in their civil affairs, farther than that the 
thing they do be lawful in itſelf. Bur this 1s a wide 


miſtake. People may periſh by lawful things; fol- 


lowing them in a way not approved of God, as we 


ſee in the caſe of che old world, Matth. xxiv. 38. in 


the days that were before the flood, they. were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, un- 
til the day that Noe entered into the ark, &c. We 
are obliged to eye the honour of God in all things, 
1 Cor. x. 31. Whether ye eat or drink, or whatſo» 
ever ye do, 'do all to the glory of Cod, to do all in the 


name of the Lord Feſus, ol. iii. 17. that is, in obe- 


dience to his call pointed out to us by his word and 


providence, and in dependence on him for direction, 


throughbearing in it, and ſucceſs. This was the pfal- 
miſt's practice, Pſal. cxxiti. 2. Bebeld, as the eyes of 
ſervants look unto the hand of their maſters, and as _ 
the eyes of a maiden unte the hand of ber miſtreſs: e 
aur eyes wait upon the Lord our Gods until at he 


have OO UPON US. 


6. Laſtly, Not weighing the event of their 1 projects, 


which is 8 in the Lord's hand. Had the 


princes of Iſrael conſidered, what weight was in this 
buſineſs, and what. it turned to within three days af- 


ter they had made their bargain, ver. 16. they would 
not have been ſo raſh. How often is that done in 2 


day or hour with much confidence, that is regtetted 


many a day and year? Lot ſettled among mole of 


Sodom without conſulting of God, Gen. xiii. 10. 12. 
13. but afterward, as he had little peace while he was 
there, he got a very fad removing again. Since we 
know not what ay be 1 in the wotab of a duy, we had 

| | need 
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need every day to live in a cloſe dependence on the MW. 
Lord. Ale N ö 85 


I I now proceed to apply this ſubject; and the only WW © 
uſe I ſhall make of it, ſhall be by way of exhortation, 
I exhort all to own and acknowledge God in your G 
civil affairs and buſineſs in the world. Behave your le 
ſelves as Chriſtians, as fearers of God, therein, at all in 
times, and eſpecrally at ſucli times wherein ye have e 
. buſineſs of greateſt weight in hand. Take not the WY 
way of the world, as ye would not periſh with the o 
world. LIC 40 eee 
1. Tenants, in the taking of your lands, own God MW" 
the great Landlord, and wrong not your neighbours, 6 
1 Cor. vi. 9. And whether ye fit or remove, be ſure de 
ye do it with a good conſcience. Abuſe not the good - Wy 
neſs of God, in the thriving of your ftocks, leſt God 
— ſend a curſe on them, and make room enough. It e 
will not excuſe you before God, that ye do not begin 
the work; Thou ſbalt not follow a multitude to do evil, I h 
Exod; xxiit. 2. Ye muſt not follow either. Will one's 
wronging you give you a licence to wrong another for 
No, not if it were the very perſon, that had wronged | 
fou, far lefs another that has done you no injury; lo 
Prov. iii. 31 Envy thou, not the oppreſſor, and chuſe ¶ bei 
none of his ways, Chap. xxiv. 29. Fay not, I will dd 
” fo to him as he hath done to me: TI will render to the Co 
man according to his work. No doubt it is Satan's * 
game to find out ſome to lead the van in an unrigh- e 
teous courſe, that others may follow. © 
28. Maſters, in the hiring of your ſervants, own 
4 God the great Maſter, remembering that every Chri- 
„ ſtiarfs family ſhould be a church, Rom. xvi. 5. Ga- 
l ther 1-t together the ſcum and dregs of ſervants, 
= which may be the reproach of a foctety into which 
1 they come. Read the ro1ft pſalm, and inquire what 
= they are, and what they have beer, as well as what 
3 they can do. It is hard to get choice, I own : but 
Io when a perſon has laid the matter ſeriouſly EE 1 
by | 5 1d, 


kn ds 4 


in civil AM fairs urged. 10% 


Lord, begged God's direction therein, for the fur- 
niſhing of his family, and done his beſt endeavour in 
the way of means, he may have the more Peace 7 | 
ever Way oY | EO HOY 
3. Servants, in your diſpoſing. of yourſelves, own 
. W God. the great Maſter; and make it a matter of ſo- 
emn ſeriouſneſs, what company ye caſt yourſelves. 
into. Have regard to the . — of your {Kar and 
not to your worldly intereſt only, in that matter. It 
is a buſineſs of great weight, how ye diſpoſe of your- 
ares, and there may be in it either a ſnare to your fouls, 
or advantage to them. And it is a pity it ſhould be 
1 lightly thought of. Labour to know the mind of 
Jod in the matter, by his word and by his provi- 
dence. - And labour to be ſure ye be there where God 
is guiding, you to by his eye ſet on you. 
4. Laſtly, Let every one in their civil affairs in the 
world own God, and carry their religion about with 
them, in whatever buſineſs providence lays to their 
hand. Remember the text, and ſplit not on the rock 
1 the en of Iſrael daſhed upon. T | 
"DING 
ft, Entertain no project, thouh promiſing 1 never 


d 
5 fair for your temporal advantage, which is not juſt, 
/ being weighed in the. balance of the ſanctuary, no 


project which will wound your conſcience in the leaſt. 
Conſider. that paſſage, II. xxxiii. 14. 15. The fin inners. 
in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the by- 
pocrites : who among us ſhall. dwell with the devouring - 
e who amongſt us ſball dwell with everlaſting _ 
burnings ? He that walketh righteouſly, and ſpeaketh. | 


mn 

i- W'?rightly, he that deſpiſeth the gain. of oppreſſiens, 

a- Car /haketh his hands from 1 of bribes, that fup- 
% eth his ears from hearin } bleed, and ſbutteth his l 
ch oer from ſeeing evil : he / i 2 on high, &c. An 4 


at Nunjuſt project, tending to the wronging of any man, 
at W's what God will never bleſs; and is to be looked on 
ut Ws a bait of the ple for kl y ſoul, wherein - 
he | | | the N 
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18 The Duty of acknowledging God 


the loſs is a thouſand times more than the gain, a 
will appear at balancing the accounts. 

2dly, Lay all your juſt projects and lawful agen 
eſpecially in matters of greateſt weight, before the 
Lord in prayer, Phil. iv. 6. Be careful for nothing: 
but in every thing, by prayer and ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving, let your requefts be made known unto God. 
Beg of God direction to what may be moſt conveni- 


ent for you, Prov. xxx. 8. laying yourſelves down at 


his feet. It is he that has determined the bounds df 
Al mens habitations, has the hearts of all men in his 
hands, and can bring them together for their com- 
fort, who knew not of one another. Beg of him 
wiſdom and diſcretion to manage your affairs; for he 


it is who doth 'inſtru#? him to diſcretion, and det h teach 
him, II. xxviii. 26. And beg of him ſucceſs 1 in your 


lawful undertakings, Pfal. i. 3. 
zaly, Purſue ſolemn prayers with frequent Gacld 
tions to the Lord in the time of the management of yout 


affairs, 1 Theff. v. 17. Pray without ceang. Some: 
times ye muſt come into difficulties in theſe things, 
Faithleſs. thinking how to do, becomes not a Chr: 


ſtian. Look up to the Lord, and think, pray, and 
conſider what is beſt to be done. Perhaps the ms. 
ture of the thing will not allow folemn prayer. Bat 
people can never be in ſuch a hurry or haſte to come 
to a point, but they may get time for an ejaculation, 
for a glance of the eye of the ſoul to the Lord, à 
Nehemiah did, chap. ii. 4. There is a promiſe to 
fix on in ſuch a caſe, Prov. iv. 12. When thou goehh 
thy ſteps ſball not be ſtraitened; and when thou ram: 
net, thou ſhalt not tumble. 

Athiy, Hold cloſely and ſtrictly b che rule of J 
ſtice, as managing your affairs * the eye of 1 


juſt God, who hates all unt 1 God fe. 
quires this of thee, Micah vi. 8. fo db juftly.. 1 Thell 
iv. 6. That no man go beyond a defraud 2 brotber 
in any matter. A man may be juſt in his dealing 
ard yet no good Chriſtian but no man can 2 gou 
| ri 


hs in civil Aﬀairs urged... IP 109 
Chriſtian who is not juſt in his 8 Keep the 
golden rule of, righteouſneſs always before your eyes, 
W#hatſoever ye would that men Jbould do unto you, do ye 
he ven ſo to them. And do not to others, what you would 


not have done to you in their gircutnſtances.,, And 
remember, that God the Judge of all is no reſpect- 


9 


e of perſans, nor can be biaſſed in faronr of any 


man. 


not be for God's honour, and for your ſoül's good, 
bis 1 Cor. x. 31. forecited. Separate gain from godli- 
neſs, and the gain will not be worth the taking up at 
your foot, being but a bait to cover the hook that will 
de pierce into the ſoul. The intereſt of eternity is the 
greateſt intereſt, and what is beſt for that is beſt fon 
dur the man, be What he will. And therefore in all 
I changes and projects whatſoever, aſk yourſelves, Will 
h. WM this be beſt for my ſoul's behoof! ? | 


and diſtr 
becomes a Chriſtian well to Felt ſatisfied, . and, © 2 


conſider, 


vill call us to an account of our behaviour in our 
whole duty of man. For Cod ſball bring every work 


wi tribunal. then whete-ever, we go, whatever. we 


be employed about; ſo ſhall we be excited to walk as 
in the oo 


hereafter be our judge. 1 
Aer. 2. Our time is ſo ſhort, and the continuance 


4 


thy Never reckon that advantageous as will : 


6. Laſtly, Manage your matters without. anxiety 
* aſtful cares, = with a believing dependence 
on the Lord, having firſt laid them over on God. It 


He ſhall. chuſe our inheritance. Hur us, Plal. xlvii. 4. 6 
m. Anxiety is unproſitable; but dependence on the Lord 
But I both gives eaſe to the heart, and has its plentiful i in- 
ne come "= fruit in the ores own time. For mativeh, 

. Motive 1. God's eye is on us at all times, and he: 


civil affairs as well as in others, Eccl. xii. 1 3.14. 
Fear God, and keep his commandments : for this is the. 


into e with ſecret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil. Let us keep in view. that 


of kim, who is now our. wiencſs, and will | 
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10 The Duty. of acknowledaing God, &c. 


of our buſineſs in the world ſo uncertain, that nothing 
which can be gained by going out of God's way, is 
worth the-pains of going off our way for it. A little 
ground will ſerve each of us ere long, and ere long 
we ſhall have no more portion 1n what is done under 
the ſun. 

Mot. 3. A little gain with God's good-will and 
approbation is better than mueh without it, Pal, 
xXxXvii. 16. There is more ſap and foifon in it, men \ 
Have a ſurer hold of it, and there 1 is a vaſt difference | 
in the after reckoning. 

Mot. 4. This is the moſt nin way in caſe f 
of matters miſgiving, and in caſe of diſappointments 
and croſſes in the world. Our comforts in the world 
are very uncertain. Riches are nog for ever. A 
man may meet with a croſs in the way where God 
bids him go, and with a ſtroke in the way he went W 
without God's leave. But the former has inwatd | 
peace, which the other wants in that caſe. 

Mot. 5. At this rate, ye may have communion 
with' God ,in your. civil affairs, and experiences of 
the Lord's love in your worldly buſineſs, which the 

world knows not of as Jacob had, Gen. xxxiil. 10. o 

- - Anſwers of prayer are ſweet in whatever matter they 

be; and to get a common mercy in the way of de- 8 
pendence on the Lord, puts a double value on it. 

Mot. 6. The. ſtriving = ainſt the ſtream of a wick- 
ed generation requires There are many to 
diſhonour God, by not owning him in their civil 
affairs; join not with them, left religion be wounded 
through your fides. When the beſt is as a brier, 
and the moſt upright as a thorn-hedge, it paves the 
way for a national ſtroke, with which we are ſo much 
threatened. 

Mot. 7. laß. As ever ye would have 2 bleſſn 
and eſcape a curſe on be: ur labours, and your ſouls 
too, own God in your affairs. For whoſo one 
God, he will honour, and make him proſperous· 


Wiſdom will be juſtified of her children. 
| Reſolute 
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Reſolute. cleaving” to the Lord- Jeſus | 


illuſtrated and enforced. rk 
e e 
Preached at Galaſhiels, Sabbath 8 Auguſt 


6. 1721, after the Celebration of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. 3 gh] 


- 


would cleave unto the Lord. 


[ a great addition make to the Chriſtian church, 
the eonverſion of many in Antioch, and other 


Chriſt ; that is the appointed means of the conver- 


goſpel coming to that people, was the perſetution taiſed 
at Jeruſalem. - Satan's deſign in it was to quench the 
boly fire, but God turned it about to the ſpread- 
ing and increaſing of it. Thus Satan is often out- 
ſhot in his own * and God's people, the more 
they are oppreſſed, the more they grow. What this 
ſucceſs was owing to, was the hand of the Lord with. 
the preachers. No doubt there was a more t 

ordinary edge upon the ſpirits of the petſecuted mi- 


ch vhich did the buſineſs, but the hand of the Lord with 
Wl en. The neareſt means of their converſion was 
their "believing : faith is that which turns the whole 

| VV 


And extorted t hem all, that with purpoſe of heart they 
N ſome preceding verſes we have an account of 
* 


aces. The means of it was the pfreaching of 


fion of ſinners, Gal. iii. 2. The occaſion of the 


| 2 a , | : Lak .. 
p niſters who preached, to them; but that was hot it 
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bent his endeavours: towards their co 
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man unto God. The news of this ſucceſs of the 


goſpel coming to the church at Jeruſalem, Barnabas 
is ſent from thence to them, to hold hand to the 


work. And in the words of the text we may ob. | 


n 

How he was affected when he came among 
hoe: Diſcerning the grace of God among them 
mining forth in their way and walk, he was glad, 
He rejoiced in. ſpirit, to ſee the hopeful cafe they 
were in as w tneir ſouls, they having embraced 
Chriſt, The reaſon is remarkable, ver. 24. For he 
was, a god man, and full of the Hely Ghoſt, and of 


faith. And a good man will rejoice in the ſucceſ 


of the goſpel, whoever be the inftruments God makes 

uſe 'of and honours therein though ſelfiſh men are 
apt to grudge in ſuch a caſe. | 

2. What he did, when he came amony them. He 

rmation, in 

exharting them all, that with purpoſe) of heart tho 

avorld cleave unto the Lord. Thoſe whom he exhorted 


were all, vz. thoſe who appeared to have embraced 


Chriſt. "The duty he exhorted them to, is to cleave 
to the Lord, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was preach- 
ed to them, ver. 20. and whom they had. received. 
The words properly ſignify te abide by the Lord, 
much akin to that, John xV. 4. Abide in me. The 


manner of the duty is, with purpoſe of heart, i. e. 


reſolutely, laying it down aforehand for à ſure con- 
cluſion, that come what would, they muſt not part 
with him, but abide by him. 

Ide follow: ing doctrine 8 native from the 


words. 


Doc. Reſolute cleaving to, you” abiding by c 
is the great duty, which all that appear to have rt 


ceived him, are to be exhorted to. 


In diſcourling from this doctrine, I will wer, 8 
. I 
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Reſolute cleaving to the ard; recommended. 1 I 3 


Fr 
I. In the general, whos. is implied in wis . 
* and abiding by Chriſt. s 1 
II. Why thoſe that — received Chriſt, are to be 
exhorted to cleave reſolutely to, and abide, by him. 
UI. Make ſome practical improvement. 


I. I ſhall ſhew you in the general, what is implied 
in this reſolute cleaving to, and abiding by Chriſt. 

It implies, 
Ihe ſoul's taking hold of Chriſt offered in che 
Bl goſpel, John I. 12. being once joined to the Lord by 
faith, '1-Cor. vi. 17. They that are not joined to the 
5 
$ 
e 


Lord, and ſo not disjoined from their former lovers, can- 
not cleave to the Lord; they that are not yet come to 
Chriſt, cannot abide by him. The foundation muſt 
be laid in the ſoul's clofin with Chriſt, before there Gas 
2 be place bor the: ſuper cukente, viz. cleaving to 
im. 
2. That the ſeparation "0 the ſoul from brit will 
be 6755 while we are here, we mult lay our ac- 
count with it, Rom. »ni. 35. The devil, the world, 
and the fleſh will make the eſſay. People had need to 
bold; for aſſuredly thefe enemies will draw. (1.) 
They will try to ſeduce you by ſoft methods, to draw = 
jou to deſtruction with filken cords of temptation. > 
2.) To drive you away by violence, and force you | 
from "Chriſt by hard methods, as with iron rods, 
Cant. viii. 7. There are two ways to rqb one of their 
love to Chriſt, ſmothering it with earth, and quench- 
ing it with floods of water. wg 
we 3. Keeping hold of Chriſt over the belly of all the | 
ſays made to part us from bim, Cant. viii. 7. We muſt 
kep the hold we have got, and not quit it come-what 5 5 
171 vill. We muſt ſtand our ground, however hot tge 
battle be. for ſeparating us from him. We muſt abide 
dy him, (..) Without inter miſſion, Pal, cxix. 112. 
I have inclined mine heart, ſays David, to perform thy 
fatutes alway,. even unto the end. We muſt not de | 
10 berea way thereagay- in our religion one Gy = 
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- God, and another day for the devil; taking our reli. 
gion by fits and ſtarts: but remember, that our eats 

are bored to Chriſt's door-poſts to be for him for ever, 
( 2.) Without defection, Heb. x. 38. V any man 
draw back, my ſoul ſball have no pleaſure in him. Pal, 
CXIX. 112. forecited. e muſt not forſake our Cap. 
tain, and go over to the enemies camp; elſe it had 
been better for us we had never known the way of 
righteouſneſs, Luke ix. ut. No man having. put his 
hand te the plough, and locking back, is fit for the king · 
dom of God. - $2 = > 


, | « fy: 
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II. I ſhall ſhew why thoſe that appear to have re- 
ceived Chriſt, are to be exhorted to cleave reſolutely 
to, and abide. by him.. 
1. Becauſe ſome ſuch may fall away, as not being 
really what they appear to be, 1 Cor. x. 12. Let hin 
that thinketh he flandeth, take heed left he fall. There 
are branches in Chriſt, which being bound up with 
the ſtock, by the external bond of ſacraments, c. 
yet never truly knit with it by faith, that come at 
length to be taken away, John xv. 2. Some there 
are, who, if they get not a faſter grip of ' Chriſt than 
vet they have got, will ſurely part with him, by ſome 
temptation like a ſet wedge driven betwixt the Lord 
and them. But if they would preſs forward, they 
may come to get ſuch a grip of him yet, as may ſe- 
cure them againſt total apoſta fx. 

2. Becaufe exhortations of that nature are means 
appointed of God, to keep the ſaints upon their guard 
againſt temptations to apoſtaſy, to cauſe them more 
reſolutely to hold on their way, and to labour to grov 
up more into Chriſt, by which they may ſtand mote 
firm, as in the caſe of the diſciples, John vi. 67. 68. 
who when. Jeſus ſaid unto them, ill ye alſo go away? 
xeplied by the mouth of Peter, Lord, to whom foal 
' ave, go? thou haſt the words of eternal life. God has 
joined together the end and the means of his own ap- 
pointment; thgreſore though the perſeverance oy 
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bers of Chriſt, yet ſuch exhortations are not in vain. 
They are of uſe to others too, to keep them 
from open and barefaced apoſtaſy. So Joaſh was kept 
back from groſs extravagancies, while good Jehoiada 
lived, 2 Chron. xxiv. 2. and xvii. 18. Exhortations 
from the Lord's word may have a moral influence on 
men as rational creatures, to keep them back from 
being ſo bad as otherwiſe they would be. 


4. Becauſe cleaving to Chriſt is the comprehenſive | 


duty of the Chriſtian life. To believe in him, and 
cleave to him, is the whole duty of man, as it is 
ſummed up by the apoſtle, Col. ii. 6. As ye have 
therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo walk ye in 
him. And we know no other holineſs if life compe+- 
tent to fallen man, but what is a cleaving to Chriſt, 


and walking in him. What is of another ſtamp a. : 
mong men, is but mere morality, not holineſs; John 

xv. 5. I am the vine, ye are the branches: he that a- 

bideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth TE 


much e far without me can do nothing.” 


1 hall now make ſome praftical improvement of 
this ſubject. 


I exhort you then with purpoſe of heart to cleave to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There has been a hopeful ap- 


pearance among you this day, and ſome of you have 


with the moſt awful ſolemnity declared your having 


received him. While ye are in the world, means 


will be uſed to withdraw you from him. But F'ex- 
hort you with purpoſe of heart to cleave to bim, as 
your all, and in all. 

Firft, Cleave to him as your al. Bay with the 
pfalmiſt, Whom have T in heaven but thee? and there 
ir none upon earth that Ideſire beſides ther, Pfal: lxxilf. 


25. One throne admits not two kings, nor one heart _ 


two maſters, viz. Chriſt and the world, John vi. 44. 
If ye have received him aright, ye have received him 


for your all; cleave to hum as s ſuch ye need no more, 
ye 
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| - ye may ſay, as Phil. iv. 18. I have all, and abound. - I 
allude to Gen. xx. 16. and ſay, Behold, he is to thee a 
covering of the eyes: And particularly cleave to him, 

1. As your God, your Lord, Head and Huſband, 
Pal. xlv. 11. He is thy Lord, and worſhip thou him. 
Hang by the marriage-tie, O believer, plead it, Cant. 

ii. 10. My beloved is mine, and I am his; and quit it 
not at any time, no not in your loweſt caſe, Job xii, 
15. Though he flay me, yet will Itruſt in him. But 
what fhall I do when guilt lies on my conſcience? 
Why, quit it not then neither, Jer. iii. 14. Turn, 0 
backſliding children, for 1 am married unte yeu. Pfal. 
Ixv. 3. Iniguities prevail againſt me: as for our tranſ- 
greſſiens, thou: ſhalt purge them away, Io do other- 
wiſe, is as if one that is fallen ſhould.put his hands 
in his boſom till he wreſtle up. Faith is the hand of 
the ſoul, and the uſe of it in its full ſtrength is never | 
unſeaſonable. Deal not with an abſolute God, a God WM. 
out of Chriſt ; that is not for a guilty creature. Chriſt 
is thy Lord and Huſband, nay, through the vail of the 
fleſh of Chriſt, thy Malers are thine Huſbands, I. 
liv. 5. one God in three perſons. God was in Chriſt, 
that thou mightſt be joined to him there: ſo look thou 
ſill to a God in Chriſt, and receive the law at his 
mouth, and direct thy obedience to him. “ Often 
« and willingly,” faith Luther, “ do I inculcate this, 
ec that you ſhould fhut your eyes and your ears, and 
« ſay, you know no God out of Chriſt.“ 

2. As your light through this dark world, John 
viii. 12. 1 am the light of the world, ſays Chriſt. 
Shut your own eyes, and let him direct your Fay by 

his word and Spirit, and ye will walk fafeſt. Con- 
fulting ſin and duty with fleſh and blood, is drawing 
back from Chriſt, Cleave to him as your oracle: and 
depend on him for light to mark out your way, Prox. 
l. 5. 6. 77ſt in the Lord with. all thine heart ; and 
lean not unts thine own underſtanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he fball direct thy paths. 42 
e Cem wheB 


. 
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when ye go to ſeek light in particular caſes, any | 
to fall in with what ſhall be found the Lord's mind 
in fingleneſs of heart. VVV 
3. As the fountain of yout ſtrength for duty, 2 Tim. 
i. 1. Thou therefore, my fon, be ſtrong in tbe grace that 
is in Chriſt Feſus. Le have great work to work, ſalvation 
and generation work; and ye have a great journey to 
go. It will not be your weak hands that will work 
the work; nor your feeble knees that will make the 
journey, Cant. viii. 5. Cleave to him and hang on 
him, like a weak woman on her huſband in difficult 
way. And never reckon on any ſtrength, but what 
is in the fountain, be the work more eaſy or difficult, 
II. xl. 30. 31. Even the youths ſball faint and be wea- 
ry, and the young men ſball utterly fail. But they 
that wait upon the Lord, ſball renew. their. ftrength : 
they ball mount up with wings as eagles, they b 
Fo and nat be - weary, and they ſball walk and nat 
ants ooo bogs hi oe deth ich Sal 


4. As the ſpring of your fruitfulneſs, John xx. 4. 


Abide in me, and I in jou. As the branch cannot bear 
Fruit M itſeltf, except it abide in the vine: no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me. Ye mult ſet yourſelves to 
the practice of holineſs, without which no man can 
ſee the Lord, and bring forth good works in your 
life and converſation, as ye would not write your» - 
ſelves ſeparate from Chriſt. But to hammer them 
out of your own faithleſs endeavours, is to withdraw 
yourſelves from Chriſt, and to act as ſtanding on 2 
root of your own, and not as branches in Chriſt. . 
5. As the only ground of your acceptance with 
God, Eph. i. 6. Col. iii. 17. A pair of turtle · doxes 
might be accepted on the altar at Jeruſalem, while 
an ox was an abomination on the altar at Bethel. To 
meaſure your acceptance with God, by the quantity 
or quality of your duties, what they have coſt you one 
way or other; and not according to the ſhare you 
have in the Redeemer's blood, is not cleaving. to 
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behored to be ſet to keep 
to the law as a covenant of works for life, Gen. iii. 
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Chriſt, but departing from. him. wg believer bas 
mo confidence in the fleſb, Phil. iii. 

. As the reſt and the — reſt of your fouls, 
Heb. iv. 3. Matth. xi. 28. Ye ;/ball find reft ;( reſt to 


your Batt omar which ye are ſeeking, bat cannot 


get in the law; reſt to your hearts, which ye are ſeeł- 
ing, but cannot get in the empty creation. Well, take 
up the twofold reſt in him, and hold there. Go not 
gadding about to ſeek them any where elſe but in him, 
Go not back to the law as a covenant of works, nor 
to the vain world. | 

Secondly, Cleave to him in all; FO he is altogether 
and always lovely. And cleave to him, 

1. In all that bears his ſtamp as Nee own. And 
cleave, 7 

'1/t, To his truths, delivered to us in his holy word, 
Prov. xxiii. 23. Buy the truth, and ſell it not. AG 
quaint yourfelves with them, by the ſtudy of the ho- 
7 8e our Confeſſion of faith and Catechiſms. 

ere is much need for it in theſe our reeling times, 
As to the purity of the dosen doctrine, cleave to it 
with the greater care, that man's corrupt nature n 
fuch an enemy to it. The goſpel was no ſooner pu- 
bliſhed in paradiſe, but an angel with a flaming fword 
Adam from running back 


22. And no leſs than the ſight of the flaming fword 
will keep any of us back from it Vet, if not in prins 
ciple, yet in practice. 

2dly, To his law as the rule of your life, in all the 
duties of holineſs, John xv. 14. Beware of making 
exception of the leaft of them, Matth. v. 19. Cleve 
to him in firſt<table duties of piety towards God, es 
ternal and internal; in ſecond- cable duties of juſtice 
and mercy towards your neighbours. It will be in 
vain to call Chriſt Lord, if ye do not the things which 
he commands. 

zahy, To his ordinances and inſtitutions, public 


private, and ſecret. = are the wells of ſalvation 
in 


>< 
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1. this yeary wilderneſs, which the travellers cannot, 
The ordinances of worſhip, diſcipline, and 
nene as well as purity of doctrine, being the 
Lo®1's own _inſtitutions, are to be Gleaved to, Acts 
li. 42. ; 8 
4thly, To his people following him, Hd to his in- 

tereſts in the world, 1 John ii. 19. Le muſt take 
your lot with them in this world, if ꝓe would have 
your lot with them in the other world: A companion 
of fools ball be deſtroyed. If ye mind for heaven, be 
companions of thoſe who are travelling thither; and 
ger I think not to live with the wicked, and die with the 
righteous. That was Balaam's wiſh, but he fell mort 

nd of his wiſh, Numb. xxxi. 8. 

& In all times, conditions, and W Pfad. | 
rd, I cxix. 112. This is the law of the ſpiritual. marriage, 
Ac: ¶ that one cleave: to Chriſt the Lord and Huſband al- 
ho» ¶ ways unto the end. Particularly, 
ms. W 1; Cleave to him in an hour of temptation, which 
nes. ye may be ſure ye will meet with, 1 Pet. v. 8. 9. 
o it As ye are joined to the Lord, deny the renewed ſuits 
re Hof ungodlineſs and worldly luſts. When temptation 


— 


pu- comes, know ye are on your trials, to prove whether 
vord Wye will cleave to Chriſt or not. | 
back W 2d, Cleave to him on all hazards, Pal. xliv. 17. 6 
. iii. ¶ And let not the croſs of Chriſt ſcare you from follow- 
word Wing of him. Lay your account with troubles public 
prin- Wand private, as the Lord may ſee meet to tryſt you, 


but withal that nothing ſhall eme you from him. 
For motives, conſider, 

1. The vows of God are upon you to cleave to 
hriſt, Our land is under the bend of a national 


„ e · Neovenant, and the three nations are under the bond of 
aftice In ſolemn league and covenant, to cleave ta the Lord, 
be / lowever theſe bonds are little regarded in our day. 
hic 


le alſo are under ſacramental bonds, to cleave to 
im. Let the conſcience of all theſe move you to 
leave to him; and venture not to ſay, a 


— 


3 


— 


1 craving to the Lord cient 
the Sa and his Chriſt, as Pfal. ii. 3 Let us break: | 


their n Sander, and ge: awe * "_ From | 

23 — by 
al- It's a; backſliding time in which! we lives ai · 
quity abounds,” and the love of many is waxing cold. 
The more need ye haye to take heed; Chriſt is ſay- 

| ing to you, Will ye alſo go away? John vi. 67 

3. Your-ſafety and welfare in the world depend 
entirely upon your cleaving to Chriſt. Hold by him, 
and ye are ſafe. "Who is he that will harm you, if ye. 
ze followers of that which is good? 1 Pet. iii. 13. 
Quit him or his way, and ye ſhall certainly fall ãn the 
_ ditch, however - ſicker ye may imagine | yourſelves; 
He that walketh uprightly, walketh furely, Prov. x. g. 
This world is a wilderneſs; cleave to R ever * 
would get ſafe through. 

4. Laſtiy, It is not they that ſet fake" off, 55 1101 
that endure to the end that ſball be ſaved, Matth. xxiv. 
1 x3: Apoſtaſy will bring a man to eternal ruin, Heb. 

x. 38. but thoſe who are faithful to the rr Aale ri. 
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